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PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair McDowall-Seyko called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   
 

2.     ROLL CALL 
 
Committee Members present: Scott Marotz, Denise McDowall-Seyko, Doug Peterson, 
Laura Talvitie, Shane Fisher, Jason Brevig, and Scott Zettervall. Committee Members 
absent: ________. 
 
Also present: Recreation and Communication Coordinator Corrie Scott, and Streets and 
Parks Superintendent Nick Abel. 
 

3.     ADOPT AGENDA 

 
Committee Member _____ motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Committee Member _____, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Committee Member ____ motioned to accept the April 27, 2020 Parks Advisory Committee 
minutes as presented.  Seconded by Committee Member ____, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 

5.     BUSINESS 

 

5A. PLAYGROUND SAFETY DISCUSSION 
 
Committee Member Doug Peterson has brought forward an article about playground safety 
that he would like the Parks Committee and City staff to review to ensure that efficiencies 
are being achieved. 
 

5B. STAFF UPDATES 
 

Summer Programming 

1. Farmers Market: The summer market begins on Wednesday, June 3. 
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2. Backyard & Beyond: Staff has restructured this program to be two separate day 

camp events at Highline Park that require registration through the Library. 

Maximum participants will be 10 individuals.   

3. Movie in the Park: Due to Governor Walz’s recent update, the June Movie in 

the Park has been cancelled. The September event will continue as scheduled. 

There is a potential to host a drive-in style event with the Cable Commission’s 

equipment.   

4. Music in the Park: The Legacy Foundation has been seeking ways to continue 

with their Music in the Park series this summer. Keep an eye out for updates on 

the Legacy Foundation Facebook page in June.  

 

Lakeside Park Metered Parking: Metered parking at Lakeside Park will begin in late 

May/early June. Daily and Seasonal parking costs will remain the same. Information on 

the new parking meter have been posted on the City website and Facebook page.  

 

Fairy Houses: Residents have been creating ‘fairy houses’ and placing them in local 

parks, mainly McDowall Trail. In April the City made a Facebook post encouraging that 

these ‘fairy houses’ be made with natural items to avoid hurting wildlife and the 

environment. Recently pictures of vandalized ‘fairy houses’ were posted in the Big Lake 

Forum. This poses a risk for Public Works staff who use equipment to mow the grass 

and maintain the trails and parks. Staff would like the Parks Committee to discuss ways 

to encourage eco-friendlier ‘fairy houses’ and potentially a week or two ‘event’ in the 

summer where residents can show off their creations and then remove them for 

maintenance and to avoid more vandalism on the trails.  

Park Maintenance Survey: Staff is asking the Parks Committee to keep an eye on the 
existing parks in Big Lake and make a list of updates that should be considered for 2021. 
Examples include updated sidewalks, deteriorating park equipment, etc… Later in the 
Summer or Fall the Parks Committee will have a discussion on what parks should be cons 
 

6.     OTHER 
 
Ask nick about ants in community gardens 
 

7.     ADJOURN 

 
Committee Member _____ motioned to adjourn the meeting at _____ p.m. Seconded by 
Committee Member _____, unanimous ayes, meeting adjourned. 
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(ROLL CALL VOTE WORDING) 
 
Aye & Nay wording 
 
Seconded by Commissioner _____,  the motion passed/failed on a vote of ___ to ___, with 
Commissioner(s) _____ voting aye and Commissioner(s) _____ voting nay. 
 
(ROLL CALL VOTE WORDING) 
 
Aye & Nay/Abstain wording 
 
Seconded by Committee Member _____,  the motion passed/failed on a vote of ___ to 0 
with 1 abstention, with Committee Member(s) _____ voting aye and Committee Member(s) 
_____ voting nay and Committee Member(s) _____ abstaining. 
 
 
(ADDITION TO AGENDA WORDING) 
 
Committee Member ____ motioned to adopt the agenda with the addition of Item ___: 
__________________.  Seconded by Committee Member _____, unanimous ayes, 
agenda adopted. 
 
 
(CORRECTION TO MINUTES) 
 
Committee Member ___motioned to approve the _______, 2020 meeting Minutes with the 
following corrections: 1) The ____ sentence of Item __, paragraph __ is to read: _____, 
and 2) The ___ sentence of Item __, paragraph __ is to read: _______.  Seconded by 
Committee Member ___, unanimous ayes, Minutes approved. 
 


