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This handout is intended only as a guide and is based in part on the 2020 Minnesota Residential Code, Big Lake City ordinances, and good 
building practice.  While every attempt has been made to insure the correctness of this handout, no guarantees are made to its accuracy or 
completeness.  Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the owner or contractor.  For specific questions 
regarding code requirements, refer to the applicable codes or contact your local Building Department. 

 
Site plans are required as a part of the plan submittal for a permit for many building projects.  
Generally, any addition to an existing dwelling such as a garage, deck, or room addition will require a 
site plan.  Construction of a new detached garage will also require a site plan.   
 
The purpose of a site plan is to show compliance with the City’s Zoning Ordinance and Building Codes.  
It is important that the site plans be accurate, neat, and drawn to scale. 
 
For accuracy, site plans should be based on a survey.  There are some surveys on file at Big Lake 
City Hall.  You may wish to check with us for availability of a survey for your lot.  If you do not know 
where your property lines are, you may need to have your lot surveyed. 
 
It is important to know that street curbs, alleys, 
power lines and other utilities should not be used 
to determine the location of property lines.  
Rarely do they coincide with property lines.   
 
Site plans should show the size of the lot, a north 
arrow, the location of streets and alleys, the size 
of each building on the lot, and the distance from 
property lines to each building.  Property lines 
are not the same as sidewalk, street curbs or 
alleys.  Be sure your site plan shows dimensions 
from property lines and not sidewalks, curbs, or 
alleys. 
 
If you have a survey of your property, you may be 
able to use a copy of your survey for the site plan 
or use the survey to create a site plan.  If you do 
not have a survey for your property, contact the 
Building Department for availability. 
 
Following are four examples of site plans for various types of building construction.  You may use these 
as a guide in preparing your own site plans. 
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THIS IS NOT A SITE PLAN! 
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