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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 25, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Don Orrock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and 
Don Orrock.  Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Community Economic 
Development Director Jim Thares, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike 
Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, City Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell Knutson, 
and City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Ben Cook – 660 Minnesota Avenue; Asked Council if they have considered establishing a 
Quiet Zone in Big Lake due to the large volume of rail traffic that goes through town.  Brad 
DeWolf updated Council on the Quiet Zone documentation and noted that the project could 
be completed next year if funding allows.  Council discussed setting time limits on how long 
the whistles should be activated.  Mr. DeWolf noted that he would contact Burlington 
Northern to make them aware of long sounding whistle concerns. 
 
Mayor Orrock closed the Open Forum at 7:04 p.m. 
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5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member May, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of item 6B 
for separate consideration.  Seconded by Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, consent 
agenda approved. The Consent Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting 
Minutes of June 11, 2008, 6C) Authorize Advertising for the Water/Wastewater Operator 
Position, 6D) Approve Hiring R. Christenson as a Full-Time Public Works Employee and 
advertising for part-time position, 6E) Approve Resolution No. 2008-55 Receiving the 
Preliminary Report for the Highway 10/CR 5 Improvement Project, 6F) Approve Quit Claim 
Deeds for two remaining parcels in the Dock Lease Project area, and 6G) Approve Resolution 
No. 2008-56 approving the Final Plans and Specifications and Advertise for Bids for the Martin 
Avenue Phase III Improvement Project. 
 
6B) Approve Recruiting and Establishing an Eligibility List for Future Full-Time Police Officer  
      Positions 
 
Council Member Backlund asked what the purpose of this list is for and asked if the plan was to 
get rid of any police staff.  Mayor Orrock noted that the City has used these types of lists in the 
past and that they have worked well in previous hiring’s.  The general consensus of the Council 
was that the list was not being established because of planned terminations in the Police 
Department. 
 
Council member Heitz motioned to approve recruiting and establishing an eligibility list for future 
full-time police officer positions.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Single Sort Recycling Presentation – Waste Management 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed the current City recycling Contract and potential options for future 
recycling programs.  Due to numerous complaints from residents, staff has researched the 
single sort recycling program.  This type of program would create a fee increase for 
residents, but would also be more user friendly for the user and is expected to increase the 
amount of recyclables processed. 
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Pam Fleischacker from Waste Management reviewed the benefits of a Single Sort 
Recycling Program.  Single Sort recycling gives the consumer the ability to mix all of their 
recyclables in a single cart and can increase consumer recycling significantly.  All recycling 
waste is brought to the Waste Management owned recycling facility located in Minneapolis 
which has a 94% residue recovery rate.  Ms. Fleischacker also reviewed a potential 
contract timeline and the process for rolling out this type of program. 
 
Council questioned if there would be any competition with doing an RFP and asked how 
many licensed haulers provide single-sort.  Ms. Fleischacker indicated that there is another 
trash hauler that provides this service.  Council discussed the potential rate increase and 
stressed that they would like to see the increase be less.  Council also clarified that the 
current trucks that pick up Big Lake’s recycling is a single-sort vehicle.  Council also wanted 
more information on the increase amounts throughout the 5 year contract and potential fuel 
surcharge rates. 
 
Greg Revering from Waste Management discussed how their trucks operate and that 
currently Big Lake is serviced by a single-sort vehicle. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to authorize staff to prepare a RFP for a five-year single 
sort recycling contract to be sent out to all licensed trash haulers in the City of Big Lake.  
Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. Lawful Gambling Review 
 
Soren Mattick reviewed the Contribution of Net Profit and Trade Area options the City has 
in relation to the Lawful Gambling Ordinance.  Staff is looking for Council direction on 
holding a public comment time during the July 9th Council Meeting to take comment from 
licensed lawful gambling organizations in the City prior to the Council taking action on 
amendments to the gambling ordinance.  
 
Council discussed the extra administration that would be required if the City approved a 
Contribution of Net Profit program, but that establishing a 75% Contribution Trade Area in 
the City of Big Lake and the surrounding municipality which would include Big Lake 
Township.  Discussion was also held on giving local organizations priority when approving 
Premise Permits applications. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to direct staff to notify all licensed lawful gambling 
organizations in the City of a public comment opportunity at the July 9th Council Meeting 
relating to potential amendments to the City Code and to draft an Ordinance pertaining to 
establishment of a Trade Area for Council consideration.  Seconded by Council Member 
Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7C. 2008 Street and Utility Improvement Project – Final Plans and Specifications 

and Advertise for Bids 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the final plans and specifications for the 2008 Street and Utility 
Improvement Project which consists of the Highway 10 / CR 5 intersection improvements 
and the Big Lake Industrial Park East Expansion Improvements.  Mr. DeWolf reviewed the 
reduction in the concrete median length on Trunk Highway 10 west of County Road 5 which 
has been approved by the Minnesota Department of Transportation. 
 
Council and staff discussed the process for including Quiet Zone improvements after a 
Contract has been finalized on the Highway 10 / CR 5 improvements.  Discussion was also 
held on completing the sidewalk area all the way to Minnesota Avenue.  Council directed 
staff to contact the two property owners in this area.  
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-57 approving Plans and 
Specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for the 2008 Street and Utility 
Improvement Project.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7D. Installation of a Rumble Strip along the Esplanade Project 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the quote received from Diamond Surface, Inc. of Maple Grove for 
the installation of 890 linear feet of rumble strips along the Esplanade project.  The project 
has been approved by the Minnesota Department of Transportation and they will require 
that the City sweep the debris from the Highway 10 shoulder following the installation.  
Council requested that the rumble strip depth be at a maximum level. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to accept the low quote for the installation of rumble 
strips along the Esplanade project to Diamond Surface, Inc. of Maple Grove, MN in the 
amount of $2,447.50 and authorize the Public Works Department to sweep debris from the 
Highway 10 shoulder following installation.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Project Status Report – City Engineer 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the April Engineers Report.  Council directed staff to contact MnDOT 
to request new striping at the Highway 10 County Road 25 intersection.  Council also 
questioned why the silt fencing is still located by the Esplanade project.  Brad DeWolf noted 
that due to stringent MPCA rules, the contractor’s like to keep them out longer than the 
required time. 
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8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
53867 through Check No. 53991 with the exception of Check No’s. 53809 and 53950 for 
separate consideration.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payment in the Amount of $1,481.15 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No’s. 53809 and 53950 
payable to Audio Communications.  Seconded by Council Member Kampa, vote passed 
with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Heitz, Kampa, May, and 
Orrock voting aye and Council Member Backlund abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Scott Johnson informed Council of the change in staff at the front receptionist counter that 
will occur after the July 4th Holiday. 
 
Mike Goebel informed Council that staff, along with representatives from the Lake 
Association, will be placing water preservation educational stickers on storm sewer caps 
and will be handing out door knockers to properties located in the watershed district.  
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund: Questioned why the senior citizen’s do not have a facility yet.  
Council Members explained that the City is working on relocation of the library and 
establishing a senior center, but that those efforts take time and money.  Council Member 
Backlund stated his dissatisfaction with City and Police Department Administration.  Council 
discussed employment issues that all businesses face and that a positive approach would 
be more beneficial to the City.  
 
Council Member Heitz: Asked for staff feedback on the lake treatments.  Mike Goebel 
informed Council that the lakes have been treated for curly pond-leaf and that swimmer’s 
itch has occurred at Lakeside Park which has been treated twice.  Council directed staff to 
place signage by the Esplanade area so that persons entering Lakeside Park from that 
direction will be notified of possible lake itch concerns.  Council Member Heitz also 
reviewed the June Transit Oriented Development Committee Meeting.   
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Council Member Kampa: Asked if the lake area is being discussed as a possible Adopt-A-
Waterway program.  Staff indicated that the Parks Board will be making a recommendation 
to Council and that the lake was identified as one of the possible locations.    
 
Mayor Orrock: Reminded the public that Spud Fest starts on Thursday, June 26th and 
encouraged residents to participate. 
 
Council Member May: Reviewed the June Planning Commission Meeting.   
 
11. OTHER 
 
No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 8:22 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 Gina M. Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  07/09/0/8  
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