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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

April 21, 2008 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Donald Orrock called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and 
Donald Orrock.  City Staff present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Police Chief Sean 
Rifenberick, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, and City Attorney Soren Mattick from Campbell 
Knutson, P.A.  Also present: Police Officer Mark Pearson, Larry Schaefer from Schaefer 
Law Firm, Mark Gehan representing LELS, Inc., Todd Pearson, Linda Pearson, Andrew 
Rick, and Jennifer Alomita. 
  
3. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. BUSINESS 
 
4A. CLOSED SESSION - Conduct a meeting for consideration of allegations 
against Big Lake Police Officer Mark Pearson ([MS 13D.05, subd. 2]) 
 
Soren Mattick requested that Council go to Closed Session allowed per MS 13D.05, subd. 
2, for consideration of allegations against Big Lake Police Officer Mark Pearson.  
 
Council Member May motioned to go to Closed Session at 5:01 p.m. Seconded by Council 
Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
All present during Roll Call were present during Closed Session. 
 
Soren Mattick updated Council on the allegations against Big Lake Police Officer Mark 
Pearson. Mr. Mattick reviewed Council’s options in determining the outcome of this 
investigation.  Larry Schaefer and Mark Gehan also discussed allegations facing Mr. 
Pearson.  
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Council Member Heitz motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 5:47 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Council Member May motioned to direct staff to work with Mr. Pearson’s legal counsel and 
report back during a Closed Session at the April 23, 2008 Council Meeting.  Seconded by 
Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
5. OTHER 
 
No other. 
 
6. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 5:48 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
 
       
City Clerk  
 
  
       
Date Approved By Council   
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