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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 8, 2010 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, Chuck Heitz, Lori 
Kampa, and Duane Langsdorf. Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance 
Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, City Clerk 
Gina Wolbeck, Senior Planner Katie Larsen, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police 
Chief Sean Rifenberick, Fire Captain Randy Miller, Liquor Store Manager Jan Kostrzewski, 
and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor Kampa 
closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent 
Agenda consists of: 6A.i) Approve November 10, 2010 Regular Minutes, 6A.ii) Approve 
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November 17, 2010 Recount Canvass Board Meeting Minutes, 6A.iii) Approve November 
17, 2010 Workshop Meeting Minutes, 6B) Set Joint Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Jan. 20, 2011 in 
the Council Chambers to discuss plans for the upcoming year, 6C.i) Approve Initiative 
Foundation Grant Agreement, 6C.ii) Approve Quote Submitted by Lisa Lynn & Associates, 
6C.iii) Set Council Goals and Vision Workshop on January 29, 2011 from 8am to 12pm at 
the Big Lake High School Media Center, 6D) Approve Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Policy, 
6E) Approve Space Rental to Bolton & Menk, Inc. to be used as a Job Shack, 6F) Approve 
Appointment of Fire Officers, 6G) Approve City Administrator Contract Revision, 6H) 
Approve 2011 Non-union Employee Furlough Program, 6I) Approve Lakeside Park Vendor 
Agreement Request for Bids, 6J) Accept Retirement Notice from Assistant Liquor Store 
Manager and Authorize Recruitment/Hire for a Part-Time Lead Liquor Clerk, 6K) Approve 
Planning Commission Appointments, 6L) Approve Transfer to the Sanitary Sewer Fund from 
the Builder Escrow Program, 6M) Approve 2011 Special Revenue Fund Budget and 
Enterprise Fund Budget, 6N) Approve EDA Special Revenue Fund Transfer for Costs 
Associated with the Long Term Care Facilities Ordinance Amendment, and 6O) Authorize 
Higher Deductible Level for the City’s Annual Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance 
Renewal. 

7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. RECOGNITION – Council Member Heitz’ Years of Service 
 
Mayor Kampa thanked Council Member Chuck Heitz for his years of service to the City of 
Big Lake and read aloud a recognition resolution.   
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2010-90 expressing 
appreciation to Council Member Chuck Heitz for his years of service to the City of Big Lake 
as a Big Lake Council Member.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
Council Member Heitz thanked staff, residents, and his fellow Council Members for their 
support through the years. 
 
7B. November 17th Council Workshop Update 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed discussions held at the November 17, 2010 City Council 
Workshop. 
 
7C. PUBLIC HEARING – Final 2011 Tax Levy, General Fund Budget and 5-Year 

Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the proposed 2011 Property Tax Levy and General Fund Budget.  
Based on the proposed budget and levy, the City tax rate will be approximately 43.574% 
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which represents a 2% increase over the 2010 tax rate.  Boyer also noted that the 
proposed levy would be 5.5% below the 2010 property tax levy. Boyer reviewed cuts 
Council has made over the past few years in an effort to keep the tax rate down.  Boyer 
also reviewed the proposed 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
Council discussed Council and staff efforts that went into producing a fiscally responsible 
budget for 2011 and thanked staff for their hard work. 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:26 p.m.  No one came forward.  Mayor 
Kampa closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2010-91 adopting the Final 
2011 Tax Levy and General Fund Budget.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. PUBLIC HEARING – 2011 Fee Schedule Ordinance Adoption 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the proposed 2011 Fee Schedule. Boyer noted changes from the 
2010 schedule include an increase to user rates for sanitary and storm sewer enterprises, 
increases to water and sewer access and trunk charges, and seasonal connect and 
disconnect fee increases to better reflect the actual cost for providing these services. 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:32 p.m.  No one came forward.  Mayor 
Kampa closed the public hearing at 7:33 p.m. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2010-05 adopting the 2011 
Schedule of Fees and Resolution No. 2010-92 authorizing summary publication of 
Ordinance No. 2010-05. Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
7E. PUBLIC HEARING – Rural Taxing District Ordinance 
 
Corey Boyer discussed the Ordinance proposing the establishment of a rural taxing district. 
Boyer identified the requirements that would be necessary for a parcel to be classified in 
this district which include a minimum of 40 acre contiguous area consisting of whole 
parcels, the land must be zoned Agricultural, no sewer and/or water utilities exist within the 
boundary, the land must be unplatted, and once the land becomes platted for development, 
it will convert to the standard urban tax district. 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.  No one came forward.  Mayor 
Kampa closed the public hearing at 7:38 p.m. 
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Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2010-06 adding Chapter 
15 of the Big Lake City Code concerning division of land in the City of Big Lake into rural 
and urban taxing districts and Resolution No. 2010-93 authorizing summary publication of 
Ordinance No. 2010-06.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7F. Cobblestone Crossing Agreement 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the annexation history of the proposed Cobblestone Crossing 
Development and the improvements to Trunk Highway 25 and County Roads 11 and 14 
which will be completed by the MN Department of Transportation.  The developer and 
church adjacent to the project area requested that improvements be made as part of the 
Mn/DOT improvements for future development access purposes.  Due to the additional 
work, Mn/DOT will request that the City enter into an agreement for the additional costs 
associated with the improvements requested by the church and the developer. Staff has 
drafted an agreement to cover the costs associated with the improvements at no expense 
to the City. The potential costs could include construction and administrative costs. 
 
Council clarified that the City will not incur any costs for this project. DeWolf indicated that if 
either the church or the developer do not sign the Agreement, this item will be brought back 
to Council for reconsideration. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to execute the 
Cobblestone Crossing Annexation Agreement.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7G. Holiday Big Lake Station 1st Addition Final Plat 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the Holiday Big Lake Station 1st Addition Final 
Plat submitted by Holiday Stationstores, Inc. for the commercial site located at the 
intersection of Highway 10 and Lake Street North. Larsen noted that the applicant was 
previously approved for a preliminary plat, conditional use permits, and site/building plan 
review on April 7, 2010. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve Resolution No. 2010-94 approving the 
Final Plat of Holiday Big Lake 1st Addition.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7H. Shiota Addition Preliminary Plat 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the Preliminary Plat for the Shiota Addition 
application submitted by Fred and Jane Shiota.  Larsen noted that the preliminary plat is a 
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two parcel lot combination into one parcel for the purpose of constructing a single family 
home. The new plat is proposed to create Lot 1, Block 1, Shiota Addition and will create 
one buildable residential lot. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2010-95 approving Preliminary 
Plat for the Shiota Addition.  Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
7I. Ordinance Amendment – Long Term Care Facilities 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the proposed text amendment to the City Code regarding Long Term 
Care Facilities. Larsen noted that the City has received a joint application from Cherrywood 
Advanced Living and BLEDA who have been working together on the possible construction 
of an advanced living facility in Big Lake. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2010-07 amending Chapter 10 
of the Big Lake City Code regarding Long Term Care Facilities in residential and business 
districts as Conditional Use Permits and approval of Resolution No. 2010-96 authorizing 
summary publication of Ordinance No. 2010-07.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7J. 2011 Vehicle Maintenance Quote Recommendation 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed the quotes submitted by AutoStop and Tire Maxx for vehicle 
maintenance services.  AutoStop submitted the overall low quote and staff recommended 
Council accept the quote as submitted.   
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to accept the AutoStop quote for 2011 vehicle 
maintenance services. Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, vote passed with a vote 
of 4:0 with Council Members Backlund, Danielowski, Heitz, and Kampa voting aye, and 
Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
7K. City Engineer Update 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the December Engineering Update and answered questions from 
the City Council. 
 
7L. Building Official Update 
 
Ron Wasmund reviewed the October and November Building Inspections Updates and 
answered questions from the City Council. 
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8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
59728 through Check No. 59960 with the exception of Check No’s. 59771 and 59925 for 
separate consideration, and Electronic Payments #1223E to #1246E.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider AutoStop Payments  
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No. 59771 in the amount of 
$3,593.87 and Check No. 59925 in the amount of $70.53 payable to AutoStop, Inc.  
Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 
abstention with Council Members Backlund, Danielowski, Heitz, and Kampa voting aye and 
Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Scott Johnson reminded the public of the upcoming Fire Association Chili Feed on 
Saturday, December 11th. Johnson also informed Council that there may be a need for a 
Special Council Meeting before the end of the year regarding benefits renewal information. 
Johnson discussed an inquiry from Council Member Backlund about the possibility of 
changing Council Meeting times to begin at an earlier time.  Council directed staff to include 
this item on the December 15th Workshop Agenda. Jim Thares reviewed a request from Pro 
Clips Hair Salon for a deferment of up front SAC/WAC charges to be paid through 
assessments over a three year period.  Brenda and Wayne Breum are considering locating 
to the North Star Place building along Highway 10 and would like to defer the charges over 
a three year period to help them through the initial start up cost burden. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve deferral of upfront SAC/WAC charges for the 
owners of Pro Clips Hair Salon which are to be paid through assessments over a three year 
period with an accompanying personal guarantee by owners Brenda and Wayne Breum. 
Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Danielowski: Reviewed BR&E committee visits and commended the 
public works department on snow removal during last weekend’s storm. 
 
Council Member Heitz: Reflected on his years on the City Council and thanked fellow 
elected officials, staff, and residents for their support through the years. Council Member 
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Heitz also reviewed the December NCDA Meeting. 
 
Mayor Kampa: Sean Rifenberick discussed the Salvation Army’s Bell Ringing program 
and encouraged residents to volunteer for bell ringing duties. 
  
11. OTHER – No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council     
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