PARKS ADVISORYCOMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 12, 2007
1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Carlson opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Committee Members present:  Chair Terry Carlson, Vice Chair Eugene Earney, Brad Schnitzler, Planning Commission Liaison Scott Marotz, Council Liaison Patricia May and Denise McDowall Seyko (arrived at 6:14 p.m.).

Also Present:  Public Works Director Michael Goebel.  Committee Members Absent:  Kristi Uphoff.   
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Committee Member Earney motioned to accept the January 8, 2007 minutes as presented. Seconded by Committee Member Carlson, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

3. Old Business 
3A. CITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE PARK ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE JANUARY 8, 2007 MEETING

The Park Advisory Committee had made a recommendation to City Council that Putnam Park remain as is and be kept green until the future development of this area is decided.  
The Council did approve the recommendation.  No further discussion followed.  
4. OTHER BUSINESS - None
5. STAFF UPDATE - None
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6A.
PARK DEDICATION FEE

Public Works Director Goebel informed the Committee that at the last Council Workshop

the Council discussed reducing the park dedication fee from $3,500.00 to $2,500.00.  This item will be on the Agenda for the Council Meeting on February 14, 2007.  No developer has been charged the fee of $3,500.00 for park dedication so there will be no need to reimburse anyone if the fee is reduced to $2,500.00.  Discussion followed on how the reduced fee will affect the 30 year Park Plan and the Athletic Complex.  Additional avenues of funding for the Athletic Complex will also be investigated.  When the housing market picks up the park dedication fee will be reviewed.  The City Council feels a fee of $2,500.00 relates better to the 10% land value.  Public Works Director Goebel noted that after all park improvements that have been made to date and are paid, the balance in the park fund will be $186,268.00.       
6B.
PARK AND TRAIL GRANT

Public Works Director Goebel will be working with the new intern at City Hall, Sam Woods on filling out park and trail grant applications.  Mr. Woods will be doing the paper work involved and obtaining letters of support from various organizations.  Public Works Director Goebel stated that because of the size of the Athletic Complex there is a possibility we can extend the grants to include the playground equipment.      
6C.
COUNTY ROAD 81 PROJECT

The Parks Committee reviewed the map on the County Road 81 Project.  When the County was designing the project Public Works Director Goebel informed the County  that our Park Plan includes a trail along County Road 81.  Public Works Director Goebel would like the County to leave an alley available for a future trail.  Committee Member Schnitzler made a motion to recommend to City Council to recommend to the County to take into consideration the future plans of the City to have a trail along County Road 81 and to leave a possible alley.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Marotz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.     

6D.
SWEETWATER BEND PARK DISCUSSION

The property owner of parcel # 10-504-0140 in Huckleberry Hideaway whose property 
boarders the Sweetwater Bend development spoke to Public Works Director Goebel stating they are looking at selling their property or would be open to selling an easement to the City because the City’s park land jumps the river in this area.  The approximate value of the land is $150,000.00 to $180,000.00.  It is not listed with a realtor but will be in the future.  Discussion followed.  No action taken.    

6E.
DISCUSS 2007 PROJECTS   
Mitch Farms Park (off of Teal Street) is scheduled to receive a picnic table, trash receptacle and a basketball court in the 2007 Capital Improvement Plan.  Presently there is playground equipment and a barrel trash can in this park. Discussion followed in regards to cost of the improvements and the park funds available.  Public Works Director Goebel will bring back a price on picnic tables for the Committee’s review.  

No updates on the Skateboard Park. 

No updates on the Athletic Complex.   
Committee Member Earney inquired about the sidewalk issues in Hudson Woods Park.  Public Works Director Goebel informed the Committee that the cracked sidewalk still needs to be replaced.  The irrigation is installed but $5,000.00 has been held back until start up of the system is ok’d.       

7. ADJOURN 
Committee Member Earney motioned to adjourn at 6:44 p.m.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Martoz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 

