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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 9, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Acting Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.   
 
Council Member May motioned to recess the regular meeting until 8:00 p.m. to provide time 
to complete the Board of Review Hearing.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member May motioned to reconvene the regular meeting at 8:02 p.m.  Seconded 
by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Heitz was not in attendance after the regular meeting reconvened. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  Council 
Members absent:  Mayor Don Orrock, and Council Member Chuck Heitz.  Also present: 
City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic 
Development Director Jim Thares, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Senior Planner Katie Larsen, 
Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, City Attorney Soren 
Mattick of Campbell Knutson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & 
Menk, Inc.  
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4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Jo Evans, 2135 CR 5, representing Shady River Campground, informed Council that their 
campground has become compliant with all outstanding issues and they would like to meet 
with the City to discuss the possible annexation of the site.  Council directed Ms. Evans to 
contact City staff to discuss their proposed annexation. 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa closed the Open Forum at 8:05 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member May motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda with the removal of item 7B. 
Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of March 26, 2008, 6B) Approve 
Donation Resolution No. 2008-24, 6C) Approve Municipal State Aid Resolutions No. 2008-25 
and 2008-26, 6D) Call for Public Hearings on April 23, 2008 for the establishment of a Tax 
Abatement District and to consider award of a Business Subsidy, 6E) Approve Fee Schedule 
Ordinance Amendment No. 2007-16 and Summary Publication Resolution No. 2008-27 for 
SAC/WAC Criteria for Apartments, 6F) Approve Resolution No. 2008-28 authorizing a one-day 
Exempt Gambling Permit to Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, 6G) Authorize Annual 
Lakeside Park Pass Donations, 6H) Accept Public Works Employee Resignation and Authorize 
Advertisement of Vacant Position, 6I) Approve Memorandum of Understanding Agreements 
with LELS, 6J) Approve Lease Agreements with Ewing Farms, Inc., 6K) Approve Deadline 
Extension for the Northstar Plaza Façade Requirements, 6L) Approve Change Order No. 2 and 
Pay Estimate No. 7 for the Westside Trunk Utility Improvements, and 6M) Set a Special Council 
Gathering on May 6, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. for the Groundbreaking Event at the future site of the 
Big Lake Station located along CR 43 South. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Big Lake Marketplace Hotel CUP, PUD, Site/Building Plan Review and Big Lake 

Marketplace 7th Addition Final Plat 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planning report for the development application submitted from 
Dynamics Design and Land Company for consideration of the Big Lake Marketplace 7th 
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Addition and a hotel development.  The application requires Conditional Use Permits, a 
Planned Unit Development, Site and Building Plan Review, and a Final Plat consideration.  
Ms. Larsen explained that the Big Lake Marketplace 7th Addition will be a combination of 
Outlot B in the Marketplace 2nd Addition and Lot 1, Block 1 and Outlot A in the Marketplace 
5th Addition.  The site is zoned B-3 General Business District and is located along 198th 
Avenue between Victory restaurant and the American Legion.  The proposed square 
footage of the hotel facility is 17,036 sq. ft. and conditional use permits are required for the 
hotel development and joint parking layout. 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-29 approving a 
Conditional Use Permit, Planned Unit Development, Final Plat and Site & Building Plan 
Review for the Big Lake Marketplace 7th Addition and hotel development.  Seconded by 
Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. Adopt-A-Highway/River Program Presentation - Item was removed from Agenda. 
 
7C. 205th Avenue Improvements 
 
Brad DeWolf discussed the Big Lake Township road improvement project along 205th 
Avenue between CR 43 and 170th Street.  The Town Board has reviewed and awarded the 
contract to Hardrives, Inc. of St. Cloud, MN.  Improvements to be completed to 205th 
Avenue from CR 43 to Liberty Elementary School include bituminous overlay and the 
addition of gravel to the shoulder of the road.  The bid approved for these improvements 
totals $19,760.36.  Big Lake Township has requested that the City of Big Lake participate in 
half the cost amounting to $9,880.18.  The request is the result of previous City utility work 
within the Township right-of-way which included two utility crossings.  The Township will 
also be reconstructing 205th Avenue between the west entrance of Liberty Elementary 
School to 170th Avenue, which include a 24 foot wide bituminous surface with 3 foot wide 
bituminous shoulders and ditch grading.  City property does exist adjacent to this project 
which includes the elementary school and part of the Prairie Meadows 2nd Addition Plat.  
The total frontage property within the City corporate boundaries is approximately 2,595 feet. 
 Mr. DeWolf also indicated that a 16-inch watermain extension is included in the project 
which will complete a watermain loop from the existing watermain located near the school 
to the intersection of 205th Avenue and 172nd Street.  This watermain improvement was 
identified in the 2003 Comprehensive Water Works Plan and the estimated cost for this 
extension is $314,061.63.  Staff reviewed funding options for these improvements which 
include funds from the street improvement capital project fund and trunk fee revenues.  
Council questioned if the City or Township engineer would conduct work on this project.  
Mr. DeWolf indicated that the City has provided information to the Township Engineer and 
that the Township would take the lead on the project.  Mr. DeWolf did note that the City 
would inspect the watermain portion of the project.  Council also asked for clarification on 
proposed speed limit changes on 205th Avenue.  Mr. DeWolf indicated that the speed limits 
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will be re-evaluated to ensure that appropriate speed zones are posted on 205th Avenue.  
Council also asked for information on the timing of this project.  Mr. DeWolf explained that 
the project is part of the Townships Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve the City’s participation in the Big Lake 
Township 205th Avenue Improvement Project at a cost of $69,390.30 for street 
improvements and $314,061.63 for watermain improvements totaling $393,332.11.  
Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. Fire Department Filling Station Discussion 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed Big Lake Townships offer for the City to participate in 50% 
ownership of a Fire Department Filling Station located in the Knick Knack Knoll 
development.  The project cost would include an existing well and the construction of a 
filling station enclosure.  The expected cost for the City portion of the project would be 
$75,000.00.  As the Big Lake Fire Department is equally owned by the City and the 
Township, the Town Board wanted to offer an opportunity for participation in the filling 
station project.  The Township has already moved forward with the purchase of the 
property and well and views this site as a possible Satellite Fire Department Building in the 
future.  The City has not appropriated funds for the project in the 2008 budget and the 
Town Board appears willing to work with the City to put together financing options if the City 
is interested in pursuing this option.  Staff noted that the Joint Fire Agreement could be re-
opened when the filling station becomes a satellite location.  Council discussed the City’s 
participation in fire department costs and felt that this project could save lives. 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve partnering with Big Lake Township for a 
Fire Department Filling Station in Big Lake Township.  Seconded by Council Member May, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No.53312 
through Check No. 53420.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried.  

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Scott Johnson informed Council that staff has met with representatives from the Township 
Board regarding the Highway 25 corridor and the possibility of a future Orderly Annexation 
Area for the area connecting the current City boundaries with the Cobblestone project.  Mr. 
Johnson informed Council that this item will be on the next Joint City/Township Agenda for 
further discussion.   
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Katie Larsen discussed a request staff received for a waiver of a sign permit fee from the 
Big Lake Public Library.  The signage is for the Library’s upcoming book sale. 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve waiving the sign permit fee for the Big Lake 
Library book sale.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund: Reviewed the April Fire Board Meeting and asked staff to 
provide sign-up information for the annual clean-up day event.   
 
Council Member Kampa: Informed Council that the Lake Association has gotten a $1,000 
SCORE grant and thanked Mike Goebel for assisting with writing the grant application.  
Council Member Kampa also requested an item be put on the April Workshop Agenda that 
will provide an operations overview of the Police Department. 
 
Council Member May: Reviewed the April Planning Commission Meeting.   
 
11. OTHER 
 
Council Member May motioned to recess the regular session at 8:30 p.m. to go to Closed 
Session for item 12A) Negotiation of Acquisition of Property for parcel number 10-129-3200 
allowed under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3c.3, and item 12B) Attorney/Client Privilege 
allowed under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3b. Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION  
 
Council Member May motioned to open the Closed Session at 8:36 p.m.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  Also present: 
City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic 
Development Director Jim Thares, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, City Attorney Soren Mattick of 
Campbell Knutson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton and Menk, Inc.  
 
12A. Negotiation of Acquisition of Property 
 
Brad DeWolf discussed the potential purchase of easement land identified as parcel 
number 10-129-3200.  No action was taken by Council. 
12B. Attorney/Client Privilege 
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Staff updated Council on the relocation of the tenant at parcel no. 65-019-411.  No action 
was taken by Council. 
 
Council Member May motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 8:59 p.m.  Seconded by Acting Mayor Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Option A for the relocation of the tenant 
currently located at parcel no. 65-019-411.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  04/23/08   
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