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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 23, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Acting Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  Council 
Members absent:  Chuck Heitz and Don Orrock.  Also present: City Administrator Scott 
Johnson, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, Senior Planner Katie 
Larsen, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, Fire Chief Tony Eisinger, 
City Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell Knutson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf and 
Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Police Officer Sam Olson updated Council on the Big Lake Night Out event scheduled on 
Friday, August 8th.  
 
Acting Mayor Kampa closed the Open Forum at 7:04 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member May motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda with the removal of item 8B 
due to a lack of voting members in attendance.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
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6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2008, 6B) Approve 
Donation Resolution No. 2008-63, and 6C) Call for Council Gathering on August 8, 2008 from 
7pm to 10pm at the City Hall Parking Lot for the Big Lake “Night Out” Event. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Award Contract for the 2008 Street and Utility Improvement Project 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the bids received on the 2008 Street and Utility Improvement 
Project.  There were thirteen bids submitted on the Big Lake Industrial Park East Plat V 
project with the low bid submitted from LaTour Construction from Maple Lake, MN in the 
amount of $1,243,440.45. The low bid was 5.9% below the Engineer’s Estimate.  There 
were three bids submitted on the Hwy 10/CR 5 intersection improvements with the low bid 
submitted from Kuechle Underground, Inc. from Kimball, MN in the amount of 
$1,979,741.67.  The low bid was 1% below the Engineer’s Estimate.     
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-64 receiving bids and 
awarding Contract on the 2008 Street and Utility Improvement Project. Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. Award Sale of G.O. Improvement Bonds Series 2008A – 2008 Street and Utility 

Improvement Project 
 
Shelley Eldridge from Ehler’s and Associates presented the Bond Sale bids submitted for 
the 2008 Street and Utility Improvement Project.  The low bid was submitted by Piper 
Jaffray and Company from Leawood, KS at an interest rate of 4.264%.  
  
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-65 providing for the 
issuance and sale of $3,655,000.00 General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2008A, 
pledging for the security thereof special assessments and levying a tax for the payment 
thereof. Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7C. Award Sale of G.O. Utility Revenue Bonds Series 2008B – Well No. 7 and the 

CR 43 Interceptor Project 
 
Shelley Eldridge from Ehler’s and Associates presented the Bond Sale bids submitted for 
the Well No. 7 and CR 43 Interceptor Project.  The low bid was submitted by Silverton Bank 
from Atlanta, Georgia at an interest rate of 4.6312%.  
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Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-66 providing for the 
issuance and sale of $3,000,000.00 General Obligation Utility Revenue Bonds, Series 
2008B, pledging for the security thereof Net Revenues. Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. Variance Request – 530 Jefferson Blvd 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the Variance application submitted by Bakken 
Building and Remodeling for their commercial property located at 530 Jefferson Blvd. The 
variance request is to allow for flexibility from the minimum front yard setback requirement 
to convert the existing garage into office space and connect the garage structure with the 
principal office structure. 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-67 approving a variance 
for a building renovation located at 530 Jefferson Blvd (Bakken Building and Remodeling) 
and setting forth conditions to be met prior to issuance of a building permit.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Conditional Use Permit – 240 Jefferson Blvd 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the Conditional Use Permit application 
submitted by First Federal Savings Bank for construction of a 16 square foot electronic 
changeable copy sign.  First Federal Savings Bank is changing their name to Riverwood 
Bank and the new signage will be placed in the same location as their existing freestanding 
sign on the northside of the building. 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-68 approving a 
Conditional Use Permit for an electronic changeable copy sign located at 240 Jefferson 
Blvd (First Federal Savings Bank).  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
7F. Concept Review – Commerce Park 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the Concept Plan Review application 
submitted by Dynmon LLC for a PUD mixed use commercial, retail and open space for the 
Commerce Park project.  The project site is located in the Big Lake Marketplace North 
development and consists of approximately 17 acres.  Phase I of the project includes 
commercial and retail facilities along with the construction of a higher quality baseball field. 
The applicant is suggesting that the baseball field and open space be owned and 
maintained by the City.  Phase II and III of the project are expected to be mixed use 
commercial with residential proposed on the second level. 



Big Lake City Council Meeting Minutes 
Date: July 23, 2008 
Page 4 of 5 
 
Council questioned the ownership of the future ball field and asked where funding would 
come from if the City were to take ownership. 
 
Marley Glines reviewed their proposed timeline and phasing for the project.  Mr. Glines also 
indicated that the timeframe for the City to possibly take ownership of the ball field could be 
5 – 10 years out.   
 
7G. Project Status Report – City Engineer 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the July Project Status Report and answered questions from 
Council. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
54094 through Check No. 54169 with the exception of Check No. 54105 for future 
consideration.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payment in the Amount of $998.45 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda due to a lack of voting members. 

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
No report given. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund:   Reviewed the 3rd Quarter Fire Board Meeting. Council 
Member Backlund also questioned if Viper Motorsports is still open.  Jim Thares informed 
Council that the he met with the company recently, who indicated that business is slow but 
that they are still in operation. 
 
Council Member Kampa: Reviewed the July EDA Meeting. 
 
Council Member May: Reviewed the July Planning and Parks Advisory Board Meetings. 
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11. OTHER 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa recessed the regular meeting at 7:46 p.m. to go to Closed Session for 
Attorney/Client Privilege allowed under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3b.  
 
12. CLOSED SESSION – Attorney/Client Privilege 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the Closed Session at 7:51 p.m.  
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  Also present: 
City Administrator Scott Johnson, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, City Attorney Soren Mattick of 
Campbell Knutson, Julie Fleming-Wolfe Attorney at Law, and Brian Gaviglio from the 
League of Minnesota Cities.     
 
Julie Fleming-Wolfe updated Council on pending litigation.  No action was taken by Council 
during Closed Session. 
 
Council Member May motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 8:11 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  08/13/08   
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