PARKS ADVISORYCOMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 10, 2007
1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chair Carlson opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Committee members present: Chair Terry Carlson, Vice Chair Eugene Earney, Brad Schnitzler, Kristi Uphoff, Denise McDowall Seyko, Planning Commission Liaison Scott Marotz and Council Liaison Patricia May.  Also Present:  Public Works Director Michael Goebel.   
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Council Liaison May motioned to accept the August 13, 2007 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Committee Member Earney, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
3. Old Business 
3A.
DISCUSS ATHLETIC COMPlEX LAND Purchase
Public Works Director Goebel approached two land owners, Arthur Peterson and Jim DeChene whose properties are adjacent to the proposed Athletic Complex in regards to the possible purchase of their land.  Public Works Director Goebel has been unable to contact the third land owner, Jim Hallila but have left messages.  Mr. Peterson’s land is located north of the proposed Athletic Complex and he is not interested in selling his land.  Mr. DeChene’s land is located to the east of the proposed Athletic Complex and he is willing to consider selling some land when his adjacent property to the Athletic Complex develops.  Mr. Hallila owns the airport property and has been unable to be reached.  Discussion followed regarding if there needs to be a first refusal right signed in the future with the land owners.  Leasing of the land was also discussed.  Further discussion will take place after Mr. Hallila has been contacted.  The availability of land will determine in what direction the Athletic Complex would eventually expand.     
4. OTHER BUSINESS 

4A.  
DISCUSS OCTOBER MEETING DATE

Public Works Director Goebel informed the Committee the October 8, 2007  Parks Advisory Committee Meeting falls on Columbus Day which is a holiday for City Hall. Committee Member Earney made a motion to change the Monday, October 8, 2007  meeting date to Monday, October 15, 2007.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Martoz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
5. STAFF UPDATE - None
6. NEW BUSINESS  
Committee Member Earney informed the Committee he is no longer able to attend the Sherburne County Parks Meetings due to a conflict of meetings.  Discussion followed.  If any Committee Member is interested in attending the Sherburne County Parks Meetings they are to contact Committee Member Earney.  
Committee Member Schnitzler inquired on the status of Prairie Meadows II Plat.  Public Works Director Goebel has not heard what their proposal will be.  
Planning Commission Liaison Martoz informed the Committee that some discussion took place at the last Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Meeting regarding the Parks Committee.  The TOD may be looking to the Parks Board in the future for some input on trails.  The TOD is looking at linking that development to the city through sidewalks and trails with a possibility of obtaining grant money tied to transit.       
Public Works Director Goebel informed the Committee that the Developer and Attorney of Berndt Pond Addition stated Sherburne County was going to require a guard rail for the recommended trail/sidewalk by the Parks Committee in Berndt Pond Addition at an approximate cost of $100,000.00.  Public Works Director Goebel contacted Sherburne County and they are not requiring a guard rail for this trail.  This information was given to the Committee in case they hear anything.
Dan Loegering of the Big Lake Sports Association has requested to be on the October Parks Committee Agenda.  

Committee Member Carlson inquired on the status of the grant for the fishing pier.  Public Works Director Goebel informed the Committee there were no fishing pier grants given out this year and all grant applications will be rolled over to the following year.  

7. ADJOURN 
Committee Member Earney motioned to adjourn at 6:34 p.m.  Seconded by Committee Member Schnitzler, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 

