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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 28, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Don Orrock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and 
Don Orrock.  Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance Director Corey 
Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, Building Official Sam 
Rudd, Senior Planner Katie Larsen, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike 
Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick (arrived at 7:44 p.m.), Fire Chief Tony Eisinger 
(arrived at 7:50 p.m.), Liquor Store Manager Jan Kostrzewski, City Attorney Soren Mattick 
of Campbell Knutson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, 
Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Al Cleveland from the Monticello Lions Club informed Council that the owner of Trails Grill 
and Bar has approached their organization about taking over the gambling operations at 
Trails.  Mr. Cleveland asked for Council feedback on allowing an outside organization to 
operate in the City limits.  Mayor Orrock explained that City Ordinance does regulate 
outside organizations, but that the affiliation the Monticello Lions has with the Big Lake 
Lions Organization could constitute a waiver from those requirements.  Mayor Orrock noted 
that the Monticello Lions group has been an active partner in providing funding for various 
Big Lake events and programs.  Council directed staff to review the City’s gambling 
ordinance compared to State regulations. 
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Dave Kinsler from the Becker/Big Lake Ice Association informed Council that the owner of 
Trails has also contacted their organization about possibly operating the gambling 
operations at that establishment. 
 
Council advised the Monticello Lions that their application would be considered by the 
Council but that priority may be given to a local organization. 
 
Mayor Orrock closed the Open Forum at 7:07 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member May, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of May 14, 2008, 6B) Approve 
Special Council Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2008, 6C) Approve Declaration of Official Intent for 
the Well No. 7 Project, 6D) Approve Lawful Gambling License Resolution No. 2008-38 for the 
Elk River Lions Club at Tootsies Tavern, 6E) Award Well No. 7 Bid to Traut Wells of Waite 
Park, MN in the amount of $296,705.00 along with the smaller well pump alternate, 6F) 
Authorize Preparation of the Big Lake Quiet Zone Final Plans and Specifications for submittal to 
the Federal Railroad Authority, MNDOT, and BNSF Railroad, 6G) Approve Resolution No. 
2008-39 approving an Assessment Agreement for Marketplace Inn, LLC, 6H) Approve Fee 
Schedule Ordinance Amendment No. 2007-16 and Summary Publication Resolution No. 2008-
40, 6I) Call for a Council Gathering on Friday, June 27, 2008 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the 
Council/Staff Volunteer Commitment at the Big Lake Spud Fest Bingo Tent, and 6J) Call for a 
Council Gathering on Thursday, August 7, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. at Lakeside Park for the Employee 
Appreciation Picnic 
Council requested that future bid/quote items contain information on where the funds will be 
taken from to cover the expense. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Presentation: 2007 Audit Report – Kern, DeWenter, Viere, Ltd. 
 
Loren Viere from Kern, DeWenter, Viere, Ltd., presented the 2007 management letter and 
the audited financial statements.  Mr. Viere also updated Council on new auditing standards 
related to future audits.  Mr. Viere noted that the City has done a good job of financial 
planning. 
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7B. PUBLIC HEARING – Becker/Big Lake Ice Association Abatement Request  
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the Abatement request submitted by the Becker/Big Lake Ice 
Association (BBLIA).  The BBLIA is seeking assistance to help construct a hockey rink in 
the Big Lake Marketplace Development.  Mr. Boyer discussed the Resolution of Support 
stating the City’s intent to take ownership of the site contingent upon the BBLIA receiving 
state funding. Staff’s assumption is that the City is no longer in support of ownership of the 
site based on the lack of state funds towards the project.  The public hearing is being held 
for the City to consider abatement of taxes on the BBLIA owned parcel to reimburse them 
for any taxes they pay on the parcel starting in 2009 and for the abatement of taxes on the 
Great River Energy parcel to help fund the hockey facility project.  Mr. Boyer also noted 
that the City will be under levy limits for at least the next three years and that while 
Abatement is outside those levy limits, it will impact the City tax rate. 
 
Council questioned if Great River Energy is required to approve the Abatement.  Mr. Boyer 
indicated that they are a “party in definition” and that they would not have authority to 
approve or deny an Abatement request.  
 
Mayor Orrock opened the public hearing at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Chris Stalpes; 19066 – 238th Avenue, Big Lake, MN – Reviewed the potential benefits an 
ice arena would bring to the Big Lake Community.   
 
Council Member May questioned the lack of participation from the Becker Community.  Mr. 
Stalpes indicated that the Association membership is comprised of kids from both Becker 
and Big Lake and that their membership fees will be equal regardless of where the arena is 
located. 
 
Kent Vickerman; 22037 – 181st Street – Informed the Council that the proposed name for 
the new arena is Veteran’s Arena. 
 
Council Member Heitz discussed whether the community could continue to have a viable 
hockey program without a local ice arena.  Council also stated that the City Abatement 
approval will be the easier request to get approved and that the Association still needs to 
lobby at the Township, School District and County Board levels.  Council noted that 
abatement should be a more viable option of assistance for the School District as they 
would not need to levy for the full arena cost for a High School Hockey Program. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to close the public hearing at 7:42 p.m.  Seconded by 
Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-41 approving property tax 
abatements and authorizing execution of a tax abatement agreement.  Seconded by 
Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7C. PUBLIC HEARING – Monroe Street Simple Subdivision 
 
Katie Larsen discussed the City owned 0.72 acre parcel of land located at the southwest 
quadrant of Monroe Street and Ormsbee Avenue.  The City is proposing to subdivide this 
residential lot into two buildable lots.   
 
Mayor Orrock opened the public hearing at 7:49 p.m.  No one came forward. 
 
Council Member May motioned to close the public hearing at 7:50 p.m.  Seconded by 
Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council noted that this site was a storm water holding area prior to the 2007 Street and 
Utility Improvement Project. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-42 approving the 
Monroe Street 1st Addition Simple Subdivision Plat.  Seconded by Council Member May, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. PUBLIC HEARING – 2008 Street and Utility Improvement Project 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the 2008 Street and Utility Improvement Project which consists of 
improvements to the Trunk Highway 10/County Road 5 intersection, and improvements 
within the Big Lake Industrial Park East Plat Five area. Mr. DeWolf noted that the portion of 
the Industrial Park project located in the Prairie Meadows Development will be phased in. 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the public hearing at 8:04 p.m.  No one came forward. 
 
Council Member Backlund questioned staff if the commercial property owners in the 
Highway 10/CR 5 project area have been notified of the project.  Mr. DeWolf explained that 
staff has met with Casey’s and have mailed out project information.  Staff indicated that an 
open house could be held next week with invitations going out to all commercial sites 
adjacent to the project.  Council also discussed the necessity of the proposed concrete 
median on the westside of the project.  Council directed staff to contact MNDOT to review 
median placement. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to close the public hearing at 8:05 p.m.  Seconded by 
Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-43 authorizing ordering 
improvements and directing preparation of final plans and specifications for the 2008 Street 
and Utility Improvement Project subject to Council review of the Highway 10 median issue 
on the westside of CR 5.  Seconded by Mayor Orrock, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Shadywood Park Fourth Addition Preliminary/Final Plats 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planner’s report for the development application submitted by 
Architectural Homes of Minnesota.  The purpose of the application is to combine Lots 8 – 
10, Block 4 of Shadywood Park Second Addition and then split them into two residential 
lots and for variances for lot size and setback deficiencies.  The site is zoned R-5, 
Residential Redevelopment District which was created for the purpose of providing single 
family redevelopment of the older areas of the community located primarily within the 
Shoreland Management areas adjacent to Big, Mitchell, and Keller Lakes.  Ms. Larsen 
indicated that the applicant would be required to change the name of the Plat as 
Shadywood Park Fourth Addition was approved in March 2008.   
 
Council discussed the number of garage units on each structure, and questioned if the two 
structures could be mirrored in design so that they are not identical.  Oscar Castellaneous 
from Architectural Homes of Minnesota reviewed his project and indicated that they will 
make sure that the structures vary in design.   
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-44 approving 
Variances, Preliminary Plat and Final Plat for the project located on Westwood Drive in the 
Shadywood project area to be named prior to filing of final plat.  Seconded by Council 
Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7F. Big Lake Industrial Park East Plat Five Final Plat 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planner’s report for the Final Plat application submitted by the 
Big Lake Economic Development Authority for the expansion of the City and Townships 
jointly owned Industrial Park East.  The Plat will result in two buildable industrial lots, two 
buildable outlots, and three non-buildable outlots.  Each lot conforms to the City’s Zoning, 
Comprehensive Plan, and Subdivision Ordinance requirements. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-45 approving the Final 
Plat of Big Lake Industrial Park East Plat Five.  Seconded by Council Member Kampa, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7G. Mediated Settlement Agreement for 206 Montana Avenue 
 
Soren Mattick reviewed the terms of the Mediated Settlement Agreement for the 
cleanup/capping of the property located at 206 Montana Avenue.  The site has been the 
subject of on-going litigation per the Council’s direction.  In October 2006, the structure at 
the site was destroyed by a fire.  All that remains is an open foundation surrounded by a 
plastic snow fence.  The City’s position has been that the site constitutes a hazardous 
excavation, which is the reason the City initiated litigation, with the goal being that the 
hazardous condition is corrected.  The Mediated Settlement Agreement stipulates that the 
property owners agree to install a floor system at the property within 60 days. The lawsuit 
would remain open until a Certificate of Occupancy for the new structure is issued. Council 
discussed the financial impact this vacancy could have on the Tax Increment District. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to execute 
the Mediated Settlement Agreement for the correction of the hazardous site located at 206 
Montana Avenue.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7H. Call for the Sale of G.O. Utility Bonds Series 2008A 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the Sale of General Obligation Utility Bonds, Series 2008A in the 
amount of $3,000,000.00.  The Bond Sale would fund Phase II of the County Road 43 
Interceptor Project and construction of Well No. 7.   
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-46 providing for the Sale 
of $3,000,000.00 General Obligation Utility Bonds, Series 2008A.  Seconded by Council 
Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7I. Call for the Sale of G.O. Improvement Bonds Series 2008B 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the Sale of General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2008B in 
the amount of $4,150,000.00.  The Bond Sale would fund the Big Lake Industrial Park East 
Expansion Improvements and the Trunk Highway 10 / County Road 5 Intersection 
Improvement Project. Mr. Boyer also reviewed the City funded portion of the project 
compared to grant funds that have been awarded to the City. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-47 providing for the 
Sale of $4,150,000.00 General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2008B.  Seconded 
by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7J. Project Status Report – City Engineer 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the May Engineers Report.  Discussion was also held on the 
sidewalk condition at the Esplanade project.  Staff indicated that the contractor will be 
required to clean the sidewalk.  Council directed staff to hold an open house on 
Wednesday, June 4, 2008 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the commercial property owners 
in the Highway 10/CR 5 intersection improvement project.  Council also directed staff to 
contact MNDOT to request that a speed study be conducted on Highline Drive. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
53695 through Check No. 53801 with the exception of Check No’s. 53698 and 53750 for 
separate consideration.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payment in the Amount of $16,201.79 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No’s. 53698 and 53750 
payable to Audio Communications.  Seconded by Council Member Kampa, vote passed 
with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Heitz, Kampa, May, and 
Orrock voting aye and Council Member Backlund abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Tony Eisinger discussed quotes received for irrigation and sod installation at the fire station. 
 The improvements will be paid for out of reserve funds from the fire department budget. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve award of Contract to the low quote submitted 
by Distinctive Design Landscaping & Irrigation, Inc. from Zimmerman, MN in an amount not 
to exceed $6,620.00 for irrigation and sod installation at the Big Lake Fire Station.  
 
Corey Boyer reviewed a reallocation of assessment request submitted by Dynamics Design 
and Land Company.  The developer has submitted this request due to lot price variations 
between the Marketplace Development and the Marketplace North Development.  Staff 
clarified that the developer would still be required to pay the full amount of assessed 
amounts, but that about one-third of the assessments would be split differently between 
parcels. 
 
 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the reallocation of assessments from the 
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Marketplace Development to the Marketplace North Development and to authorize the 
Mayor and Administrator to execute a Reallocation of Assessment Agreement.  Seconded 
by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund:  Requested that Council receive a tour of the newly remodeled 
public works facility. 
 
Council Member Heitz:  Directed staff to contact the Smile Center to ask for a definitive 
timeline on when their parking lot project will be completed.  Council Member Heitz also 
directed staff to do maintenance on City signs and gave an update on the May TOD 
Meeting.  Discussion was held on the TOD Committee doing tours of other rail sites in the 
near future.   
 
11. OTHER 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to recess the regular session at 8:56 p.m. to go to Closed 
Session for item 12) Attorney/Client Privilege allowed under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3b. 
Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION – Attorney/Client Privilege 
 
Mayor Orrock convened the Closed Session at 9:04 p.m.  Council Members present:  Dick 
Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and Donald Orrock.  Also present: City 
Administrator Scott Johnson, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, and City Attorney Soren Mattick of 
Campbell Knutson.  
 
Soren Mattick updated Council on pending litigation regarding a lawsuit filed by a City 
Employee.  No action was taken during closed session. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 9:14 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     06/11/08    
Clerk       Date Approved By Council 
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