
  

BIG LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 17, 2009 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Becker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present:  Kirby Becker, Ketti Green, Doug Hayes, Scott Marotz (arrived at 7:01 
p.m.), Patricia May, and David Schreiber.  Commissioners absent:  Duane Langsdorf.  Also 
present: Senior City Planner Katie Larsen and Community Economic Development Director 
Jim Thares. 
 
3. ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Green moved to adopt the agenda.  Seconded by Commissioner May, 
unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Chair Becker opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward for comment.  
Chair Becker closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 3, 2009 
 
Commissioner Green motioned to approve the June 3, 2009 Meeting Minutes.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Hayes, unanimous ayes, Minutes approved. 
 
6. BUSINESS 
 
6A. PUBLIC HEARING:  18995 EARL ROAD – DECK SETBACK VARIANCE REQUEST 
 
Senior City Planner Katie Larsen reviewed the June 2nd Planning Report regarding the 
variance request submitted by Michelle McCoy to allow for flexibility from the minimum rear 
yard setback requirement in order to construct a new deck at the property located at 18995 
Earl Road.  The proposed construction would encroach approximately five (5) feet into the 
rear yard setback, which requires a variance to allow for a proposed rear yard setback of 
twenty-five (25) feet instead of the minimum thirty (30) feet.  Planner Larsen also reviewed 
the lot, as-built configuration, and the hardship standards associated with a variance request.   
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The Commissioners discussed the coving issues and potential deck variance applications in 
the area, and requested that staff ask future developers for a “ghost” deck layout. 
 
Chair Becker opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.  The Commission discussed the request 
to waive the $950.00 variance fee paid by the applicant.  Chair Becker closed the public 
hearing at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Marotz motioned to approve the deck setback variance request for 18995 Earl 
Road with the Planning Commission being in favor of the City council giving a reduction in the 
application fee.  Seconded by Commissioner Hayes, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
6B. PUBLIC HEARING:  521 LAKE STREET NORTH VARIANCE REQUEST FOR 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE IN FRONT YARD AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
TO EXCEED IMPERVIOUS SURFACE LIMITS  

 
Planner Larsen reviewed the June 8th Planning Report regarding a variance request received 
from Gerald and Debra Manion to allow for a detached accessory structure (26’ x 32’) to be 
located in the front yard of their property located 521 Lake Street North; a request for a 
Conditional Use Permit is also to be considered to exceed the 25% impervious surface limits. 
 
The Commission discussed the accessory structures on the lot as well as the issue of water 
runoff on the property and appropriate direction of the drainage.  Staff was directed to provide 
the information to the City Engineer for review. 
 
Chair Becker opened the public hearing at 7:41 p.m. 
 
The applicant, Gerald Manion, commented on his willingness to add downspouts and gutters 
to control/divert water runoff. 
 
Chair Becker closed the public hearing at 7:47 p.m. 
 
Chair Becker motioned to approve the variance request and Conditional Use Permit as 
discussed.  Seconded by Commissioner Hayes, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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6C. PUBLIC HEARING:  THE SHORES OF LAKE MITCHELL 11TH ADDITION 

PRELIMINARY PLAT AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT/PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT  

 
Planner Larsen reviewed the June 8th Planning Report regarding an application received from 
Fred and Jane Shiota for a Preliminary Plat and Conditional Use Permit/Planned Unit 
Development Amendment for two properties located at 1931 and 1941 Hiawatha Avenue.  
The request is for a replat of the current neighboring lots in the Shores of Lake Mitchell 11th 
Addition and is based on enhanced landscaping and lot amenities to the lots.  It was noted 
that the MnDNR had reviewed the proposal and had no issue with the request. 
 
The Commission discussed the importance of pourous paver inspections and suggested a 
small fee and monitoring mechanism of landscaping.  The possibility of adding the outlot to 
the total lot area when calculating impervious surfaces was also discussed. 
 
Chair Becker opened the public hearing at 8:13 p.m.  No one came forward for comment.  
Chair Becker closed the public hearing at 8:14 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Green motioned to approve the Preliminary Plat and Conditional Use 
Permit/Planned Unit Development Amendment.  Seconded by Commissioner May, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7. PLANNER’S REPORT 
 
7A. PLANNING COMMISSION VISION AND GOALS (DISCUSSION ONLY)  
 
Senior Planner Larsen discussed the Planning Commission vision and goals, including 
possibly having a bi-annual joint meeting or more updated information provided to the 
Planning Commission by the BLEDA, Parks Committee, and City Council.  Commissioners 
suggested they could also give updates regarding other Committees that they may serve on. 
 
8. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Marotz gave a brief update on the park development (i.e., volleyball court) at 
Wrights Crossing. 
 
9. OTHER – None. 
 
10. ADJOURN 
 
Commissioner Green motioned to adjourn at 8:36 p.m.  Seconded by Commissioner May, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 


