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Town of Big Lake and 
City of Big Lake 

Joint Meeting 
 

The Big Lake Town Board of Supervisors and the Big Lake City Council held a Joint 
Planning Board Meeting on Wednesday, January 23, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.   The meeting 
was held in the Big Lake Town Hall located at 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake, 
Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  Roll call 
was taken.   
 
Board Members Present:  Jim Sanford, Chairman 
     Mike Hayes, Supervisor 
     Norm Leslie, Supervisor 
     Bob Hofer, Supervisor 
 
Township Staff present:   Laura Hayes, Clerk   
      
City Council Members Present: Patricia May, Council Member 
     Chuck Heitz, Council Member 
     Dick Backlund, Council Member 
     Lori Kampa, Council Member    
   
City Staff present:  Scott Johnson, City Administrator; Jim Thares, Economic 
Development Director; Brad DeWolfe, Engineer; Katie Larsen, Senior City Planner; 
Corey Boyer, Finance Director arrived at 5:05 p.m.; John Weicht; applicant. 
 
Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Council Member Heitz 
seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in 
accordance with the agenda as presented. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve the Joint Meeting Minutes of September 
26, 2007 as presented.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The 
motion carried.   
 
BUSINESS 
 
White Bear Clothing Parking Deferment – Katie Larsen, Senior City Planner reviewed 
the planning report with the Joint Planning Board.  The original building size of 20,160 
sq. ft. requires 14 parking stalls.  The addition of 23,973 sq. ft. requires 16 parking stalls 
for a total of 30 stalls required.  The applicant is proposing 24 parking stalls.  Therefore, 
the applicant is seeking a parking deferment for 6 parking stalls.   
 
Chairman Sanford opened the public hearing at 5:03 p.m.  No one in the audience 
wished to address the Board on this issue.  The public hearing was closed.  Council 
Member Heitz motioned to approve Joint Resolution No. 2008-01 recommending 
approval of a conditional use permit for a parking deferment for White Bear Clothing 
Company; and, the Development Contract for Parking Deferment.  Supervisor Leslie 
seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   
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OTHER CITY/TOWNSHIP BUSINESS 
 
Corey Boyer, City Finance Director advised the Joint Powers Board that the County 
Board of Commissioners will be meeting on Monday, January 28 with the ice arena 
association to discuss funding of a $3 million arena.  The lot is located in the 
City/Township shared taxing district of Marketplace.  Corey Boyer advised that the 
association will be asking the County to consider bonding for the rink in the amount of $1 
million; and, $1 million in tax abatement for a total of $2 million worth of participation 
from the County.  The City and Township would be asked to finance $1 million of the 
facility.  Corey Boyer advised that in the shared taxing district, it would take $10 million in 
revenue from other properties to cover $1million in ice arena debt.  The ice association 
wants to turn ownership of the arena over to the City of Big Lake.  The City would own 
the building and the ice association would be responsible for maintenance and 
operation.  The Board inquired about participation from the City of Becker.  It was noted 
that the City Council has opted out of participation; however, parents are continuing to 
lobby the Council.  Council Member Heitz noted the County and the Big Lake School 
District need to participate in the project especially bonding by the County because it will 
be too hard to fund through abatement.  Supervisor Sanford noted that it would be good 
to see this happen because we need to promote youth activities in our community.  It 
was noted that both the City and the Township will discuss this proposal at their 
meetings tonight.  Clerk Hayes was instructed to call Corey Boyer with the Town Boards 
comments.  Corey Boyer noted that ownership of the facility may impact the kind of bond 
issued.  He further noted that the County may not want to or be able to bond for a City or 
City/Township owned building.  Senator, Betsy Wergin has been working on obtaining 
some state funding for the project.  However, state funding could only be used on a 
publicly owned building.  It was noted that the facility plan has been scaled back from its 
original design.  However, the association still plans to construct a tip-up concrete 
structure. 
 
Jim Thares, Economic Development Director advised that the library expansion 
committee will be meeting Monday, January 28 at 4:30 p.m. at the former Options 
building.  John Weicht, of John C. Weicht and Associates Construction will be 
conducting a walk through of the building.  The building is being considered as a site for 
relocation of the library.        
 
Jim Thares, Economic Development Director advised there will be a tax abatement 
meeting on Wednesday, January 30 at 1:00 p.m. at City Hall to discuss the potential 
motel project.   
 
Council Member Heitz advised the City Council will be discussing the Joint Powers 
Agreement for the Industrial Park Expansion at their meeting tonight.  He further advised 
that he and Council Member Kampa will be making a recommendation at the meeting.   
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ADJOURMENT  
 
Supervisor Hayes motioned to adjourn the Joint Planning Meeting.  Supervisor Hofer 
seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 
5:30 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Laura Hayes, Clerk 
Town of Big Lake  
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