PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 14, 2009
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Earney opened the meeting at 6:03 p.m.  Committee Members present:  Chair Gene Earney, Katrine Nau and Planning Commission Liaison Scott Martoz.  Those Absent:  Committee Member Debbie Kelly, Renee Rossman, Denise McDowall Seyko and Council Liaison Dick Backlund.  Also Present:  Public Works Director Michael Goebel.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Committee Member Nau motioned to accept the August 10, 2009 minutes as presented.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Martoz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
3. OLD BUSINESS
3A.
  COUNCIL APPROVED PARK BOARD’S RECOMMENDATION TO ACCEPT $500.00 DONATION FROM KNIFE RIVER
Discussed the stipulation that the donation money is designated toward the Oak Savannah Restoration Improvement Project in McDowall Park.  
3B.  MCDOWALL PARK PROJECT
Public Works Director Goebel stated the winter wheat has been planted in the park area except for a small strip of land where a few properties have until spring to remove their personal property (sheds) and gardens from City park land at which time the remaining winter wheat will be planted.  Public Works Director Goebel is currently working on a grant from Great River Greening.  Presently we are not in their boundary but Public Works Director Goebel is meeting with them to see if they will accept our area.  This grant program works with prairie and oak savannah restoration projects.   Committee Member Nau contacted the Principal from Liberty Elementary School.  She has agreed to be our school contact support for school grants.  Committee Member Nau is also researching a Conservation Partners Legacy Grant from the DNR.  The application for this grant is due next month.  Committee Member Nau will provide more information next month on this grant.  Committee Member Nau also received estimates for signage in the park.  The request letter for donations that will be mailed to local community businesses/organizations needs to be submitted to the City Council for approval prior to mailing.  The individual pricing for signs range from $24.00 to $33.00, depending if you want the sign personalized or not.  The Parks Committee’s goal is to have approximately twelve signs along the trail and additional signs within the prairie.  Discussion followed regarding disbursement of additional donation money if received and the wording of the letter for donation requests.  Committee Member Nau made a motion to recommend to City Council that the Parks Advisory Board Chair send a letter to the Big Lake Lions requesting a donation designated for signage at the Oak Savannah Prairie Restoration in McDowall Park.  Seconded by Chair Earney, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
4. OTHER BUSINESS 

4A.  DISCUSS OCTOBER 12TH MEETING (COLUMBUS DAY)

The October  date for the next Parks Advisory Committee Meeting falls on a holiday, which is Columbus Day.  It was agreed upon to change the October meeting date from Monday, October 12, 2009 to Tuesday, October 13, 2009 per the by-laws for the Parks Advisory Committee.  

5. STAFF UPDATE  - None
6. NEW BUSINESS 
6A.  DISCUSS PROPERTY FOR SALE ALONG HIGHWAY 25
Public Works Director Goebel informed the Parks Committee there is a 79 acre parcel of land for sale along Highway 25 that is in foreclosure.  The land is mostly flat and is located closer to the City than the site by the airport that is presently being looked at for a Regional Athletic Complex.  The 79 acre site is located north of Highway 25 and west of Norwood Drive.  Discussion followed.  Planning Commission Liaison Marotz made a motion to recommend to City Council to have City Staff look into the feasibility of financing 79 acres along Highway 25 to develop into a Regional Athletic Complex.  Seconded by Committee Member Nau, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
6B.  CALL FOR SPECIAL MEETING

Committee Member Nau, made a motion to set a special meeting date for Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in City Council Chambers for a Northstar TOD Visioning Workshop.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Martoz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
Chair Earney updated the Committee on the Big Lake Township Lions Park.  An additional ball field is being added east of the current park area as part of an Eagle Scout Project.  
An assessment was done on the playground equipment in Lions Park and the determination was made to replace the equipment.  
7. ADJOURN
Committee Member Nau motioned to adjourn at 7:18 p.m.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Martoz , unanimous ayes, motion carried.     
