PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 9, 2010
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Katrine Nau opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Committee Members present:  Chair Katrine Nau, Eugene Earney, Renee Rossman, Janae Stern, Planning Commission Liaison Scott Marotz and City Council Liaison Dick Backlund.  Also Present:  Public Works Director Michael Goebel.  Those Absent:  Committee Member Denise McDowall Seyko.      
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Committee Member Stern motioned to accept the July 12, 2010 Meeting Minutes.  Seconded by Committee Member Rossman, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
    3.
OLD BUSINESS
3A. WEB-SITE PARK MAPS
Discussion took place regarding which parks should be included on the park map which will be posted on City’s web-site.  It was the consensus of the Parks Committee to include other parks in the area outside of City limits including future undeveloped parks.  Pictures of the parks will also be included on the City’s web-site.  

3B. PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT BIDS
Bids were received from six different playground companies for the playground equipment at Lakeside Park.  The price of the bids varied from $42,000.00 to $56,000.00.  Some companies were unable to match what was spec’d, so some items were of lesser cost thus the variables in bid prices.  Discussion followed on which items were originally spec’d. and the possibility of purchasing bits and pieces from each company.   Discussion continued.  Committee Member Rossman made a motion to proceed with Midwest Playscapes, to have them revise their plan to the main structure, single pole, spider web and regular spinner, not to exceed $50,000.00.  Seconded by Committee Earney, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  Public Works Director will work with Midwest Playscapes and e-mail the final bid price to the Committee Members for approval.  
3C. OUTDOOR FITNESS EQUIPMENT BIDS
Public Works Director Goebel has not had a chance to review these bids as they were just received.  This item will be reviewed at the next Park Board Meeting.      
(Chair Nau left early, Vice Chair Earney presided during the remainder of the meeting.)
3D. DISCUSS RIVER OAKS TRAIL
Public Works Director Goebel inquired if the Park Board would like to proceed with cutting trails through the park south of the campground, (River Oak Trails).  The trails would be grass/wood chip trails and the Public Works Department could begin clearing this fall and winter.  Discussion continued.  No action taken.    

4. OTHER BUSINESS
4A. CHANGE OCTOBER MEETING DATE DUE TO CITY HOLIDAY
       (COLUMBUS DAY)

Committee Member Stern made a motion to move the October 11, 2010 Parks Advisory Committee Meeting date to Tuesday, October 12, 2010 due to a City Holiday, Columbus Day, falling on the regular meeting date.  Seconded by Committee Member Rossman, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
5. STAFF UPDATE – None
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6A. BOY SCOUT PROJECT
Chair Nau informed the Committee that a local Boy Scout would like to install the        bird houses that were made at Pollinator Day, this project would be part of his Eagle Scout requirement.  He was expected to be present at the meeting but did not show.  He would need to work with Public Works Director Goebel to see where the City would like the bird houses placed.    
6B. NAME PARK ALONG RIVER AND EAGLE LAKE ROAD

Public Works Director Goebel inquired if the Parks Committee would like to name the park that is across from Highline Drive and is accessible to the Elk River.  Discussion followed with various possibilities.  Planning Commission Liaison Marotz made a motion to recommend naming the park Riverside Landing Park.  Seconded by Committee Member Stern, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
Committee Member Stern inquired if Eagle Lake Road North’s sidewalk will be connected to the City’s trail system in the future.   This has been discussed at previous Parks Meetings and continues to be the goal of the Park Board.    

Public Works Director Goebel inquired if the Park Board had reviewed a memo addressed to the City Council that was e-mailed to them regarding the Park/Athletic Complex and if they had any input.  The Committee had reviewed the memo and had no input.   

Public Works Director Goebel informed the Committee he has been approached by an organization that holds a Triathlon and is interested in looking at holding it in Big Lake.  This is at a preliminary stage.  Discussion followed.  
7.   ADJOURN
Planning Commission Liaison Marotz motioned to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.  Seconded by Committee Member Rossman, unanimous ayes, motion carried.     
