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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 9, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Don Orrock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and 
Don Orrock.  Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance Director Corey 
Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, 
Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, Fire Chief Tony 
Eisinger, City Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell Knutson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf 
and Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward.  Mayor Orrock 
closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Council Member May, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of December 12, 2007, 6B) Approve 
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Donation Resolution No. 2008-01, 6C) Approve Lawful Gambling Resolution No. 2008-02 for 
the Wright Sherburne Chapter of MN Waterfowl Association, 6D) Change 2008 Council 
Workshop Dates to 7:00 p.m. on the Third Wednesday of February, March, April, September, 
October, November, and December, 6E) Approve Resolution No. 2008-03 approving a Liquor 
Violation Civil Penalty to King Buffet, 6F) Approve the Ice Rink Ground Lease Agreement with 
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, 6G) Approve the Reappointment of David Schreiber to 
the Big Lake Planning Commission, 6H) Approve Regular Planning Commission Meeting Date 
Change to the First Wednesday of each month and the First and Third Wednesday of each 
month in May, June, July, and August, 6I) Approve Park Committee Recommendations, 6J) 
Approve Advertising for the Parks Advisory Committee Vacancy, 6K) Approve Retaining Seized 
2003 Nissan Altima for Police Department Use, 6L) Approve Resolution No. 2007-136 
Amendment changing public hearing date for the Big Lake Industrial Park East Expansion 
Redevelopment Project to January 23, 2008, 6M) Approve Reimbursement Resolution No. 
2008-04, 6N) Approve Relief Association Increase, and 6O) Approve Appointment of Volunteer 
Reserve Officer. 
Jim Ledwith, 150 Hillcrest Street – Discussed the high use the ice rink gets in the winter 
months.  Mike Goebel reviewed the amount of time the Ice Association is using at the rinks. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Powell Street Snow Plowing Discussion 
 
Mike Goebel discussed the current snow plowing procedures the Public Works Department 
follows while clearing snow and ice from Powell Street North.  Mr. Goebel reviewed the 
various types of equipment his department uses to clear other sidewalks that are adjacent 
to City owned property.   
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve a testing of City provided snow removal 
services on the sidewalk area of Powell Street North for the remainder of the 2007-2008 
winter season, and directed staff to monitor staff time and costs incurred for Council review 
at a future meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7B. Big Lake Sports Association Baseball Stadium Discussion 
 
Dan Loegering, 431 Lake Street North - discussed the Big Lake Sports Association (BLSA) 
project to construct a lighted baseball stadium to be located at the outlot park area along 
168th Street in the Marketplace Development.  Mr. Loegering discussed possible options for 
the City’s involvement in the project, various potential uses for the stadium, and fundraising 
efforts of the BLSA.  Mr. Loegering also discussed the proposed future commercial 
development that Dynamics Design and Land Company is planning on constructing 
adjacent to the ball park. 
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Council and staff discussed the need for the Association to provide additional information 
on their anticipated operating budget, winter uses of the park, and what type of structure 
could be turned over to the City as a beneficiary of the ball park if the City accepts this 
designation.  Council directed the BLSA to work closely with the Parks Advisory Committee 
to help determine what would be located at the ball field. 
 
7C. 2008 Official City Appointments 
 
Council discussed changes to the Annual City Appointments.  Mayor Orrock asked that the 
committee known as the Joint City/Township Planning Board be renamed the Annexation 
Committee and that the Community Ed Advisory Board member should be listed under the 
Mayors committee’s instead of Council Member Heitz’.  Council also discussed adding 
various other committee appointments to the Resolution including the Transit Oriented 
Development Committee (Heitz and Kampa), Lake Improvement Association (Kampa), and 
the EDA Marketing Subcommittee (Heitz).  Council Member Backlund indicated that he 
would like to have Council Members rotated on various committees and asked that another 
Council Member replace him on the Planning Commission.  Council discussed designating 
Council Member May as the new Planning Commission Council Representative.  Council 
directed staff to inform the BR&E that a Council representative could be appointed to 
represent the City Council at their meetings.  Council also asked staff to provide information 
on how the BR&E will relate to the Big Lake Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-05 Adopting the 2008 
Official City Appointments with the changes as discussed.  Seconded by Council Member 
Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. School Resource Officer Position Update 
 
Sean Rifenberick updated Council on the changes in the School Resource Officer (SRO) 
position for the Big Lake School District.  Chief Rifenberick explained that the school district 
is experiencing a shortfall in their budget and has had to make cuts.  Previously, the school 
district paid the City $50,000 to offset costs for the SRO.  The Sherburne County Sheriff’s 
Office is able to provide this service at no charge to the school district which is why the 
Sheriff’s Office will be providing the SRO starting January 2008.  Chief Rifenberick 
indicated that Big Lake Police Officer Sam Olson will remain at the schools through the 
month of January to help the new SRO transition to the position.  Council stated their 
concern with the timing of the decision, and if investigations will be compromised due to two 
agencies providing public safety services in the community.  Council also questioned if the 
City would still provide Reserve Officers at the school’s extra-curricular activities or if the 
Sheriff’s Office would be providing those services. 
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7E. Orrock Township Substation Discussion 
 
Tony Eisinger discussed the recent Big Lake Fire Board Meeting where Orrock Township 
Supervisor Mike Wocken approached the Board about the possibility of the Big Lake Fire 
Department providing a quote to Orrock Township to provide initial start-up, staff, and to 
fully equip a 15 member fire substation.  Mr. Wocken had indicated that Orrock Township is 
in discussions with the DNR to build a fire substation in their community.  Chief Eisinger 
recommended that the City request Orrock Township to conduct an outside study to 
determine their specific needs prior to the City providing a quote.  
 
7F. Joint Powers Agreement for the Big Lake Industrial Park East Expansion 

Project 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed revisions that are being proposed to Joint Resolution No. 2007-07 
amending the Joint Powers Agreement between the City of Big Lake and Big Lake 
Township for the Big Lake Industrial Park East (BLIPE) expansion project.  The Agreement 
in its revised form would provide for shared taxes generated from parcels in the park until 
an event of termination.  Council discussed their concern with the proposed structure of the 
Agreement.  Council directed that this item be discussed at the next BLEDA Meeting to 
determine if it’s in the best interest of the City for this project to be a joint venture between 
the City and Township. 
 
Council also directed staff to comprise a listing of all Township properties completely 
surrounded by the City boundaries. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check 
No.52533 through Check No. 52687.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried.  
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
No report given. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kampa: Discussed the January Fire Board Meeting.  
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11. OTHER 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to recess the regular session at 8:32 p.m. to go to Closed 
Session for item 12A) Negotiation of Acquisition of Property for parcel number 65-019-4110 
allowed under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3c.3, and attorney/client privilege allowed under 
MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3b. Seconded by Council Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the Closed Session at 8:38 p.m.  Council Members present:  Dick 
Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and Don Orrock.  Also present: City 
Administrator Scott Johnson, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, City Attorney Soren Mattick of 
Campbell Knutson, Elyssa Weber from the League of MN Cities, and City Engineer Brad 
DeWolf (during 12A only).  
 
12A. Negotiation of Acquisition of Property 
 
Soren Mattick discussed the potential purchase of parcel number 65-019-411.  No action 
was taken by Council. 
 
12B. Attorney/Client Privilege 
 
Elyssa Weber, Legal Counsel from the League of MN Cities, updated Council on pending 
litigation relating to a Worker’s Comp lawsuit.  No action was taken by Council. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 9:01 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve the Stipulation of Settlement Agreement for 
the purchase of 65-019-411.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 9:02 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck      01/23/08    
Clerk        Date Approved By Council 
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