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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 11, 2009 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, Chuck Heitz, Lori 
Kampa, and Duane Langsdorf. Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance 
Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, Senior 
Planner Katie Larsen, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police 
Chief Sean Rifenberick, Fire Chief Tony Eisinger, City Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell 
Knutson, City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward.  Mayor Kampa 
closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The 
Consent Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of January 28, 
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2009, 6B) Approve Resolution No. 2009-12 approving an Exempt Gambling Permit for the 
NWTF Sand Dunes Gobblers on March 21, 2009 at the Carousell Works, 6C) Approve 
Renegotiated Building Official Contract with Northwest Inspection Services, 6D) Approve 
Transfers from Lake Plaza Mall Sale Proceeds, 6E) Set the Local Board of Appeal and 
Equalization Meeting on April 8, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, and 6F) 
Set Council Gathering on February 24, 2009 at 5:15 p.m. at the Big Lake Library Facility for 
the Big Lake Chamber of Commerce Membership Meeting. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Big Lake – Monticello Ambulance Coverage Update 
 
Director of EMS Gordy Vosberg discussed the potential for the expansion of unit hours at 
the Big Lake Ambulance substation, their current coverage area, and volumes and run-
times.  Mr. Vosberg thanked the City of Big Lake and the Big Lake Fire Department for 
allowing them to utilize space at the fire hall.   
 
7B. Habitat for Humanity Purchase Agreement 
 
Jim Thares reviewed the draft purchase agreement from Habitat for Humanity for the City 
owned parcel on Monroe Street.  A proposed closing date is scheduled on February 20, 
2009.  Mr. Thares reviewed the price and terms of the agreement and noted that the 
$25,802 price includes a land price of $7,500, street assessment of $8,222, park dedication 
of $2,500, SAC fees of $4,580, and WAC fees of $3,000. Mr. Thares also informed Council 
of an Organizational Meeting scheduled by Habitat for Humanity on Tuesday, February 17th 
at the Big Lake Fire Hall.  Council directed staff to advertise this meeting on the City 
website, cable channel and posting board. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to 
execute the purchase agreement for the sale of the city owned parcel, lot 1, block 1, 
Monroe Street First Addition to Central MN Habitat for Humanity.  Seconded by Council 
Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7C. Comprehensive Plan Amendment – Property East of the Marketplace East 

Development 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the Comprehensive Plan Amendment for 
change in land use guidance from low density residential to industrial for a 90 acre parcel 
located east of the Marketplace East Development.  The purpose of the amendment is to 
ensure compatible land uses between industrial and residential users. 
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Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2009-13 approving an 
amendment to the Big Lake Comprehensive Plan to change the land use designation for 
the property located east of the Marketplace East Development.  Seconded by Council 
Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. Ordinance Amendment – Attached Accessory Structures 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report recommending a definition be added to the Code 
for attached accessory structures to the principal structure to circumvent setback or lot 
requirements.  A clear definition is needed to avoid future confusion and potential conflicts. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2009-03 amending Chapter 10 
of the Big Lake City Code regarding attached accessory structures and approve Resolution 
No. 2009-14 authorizing summary publication of Ordinance No. 2009-03.  Seconded by 
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Crescent Street Greenway Grant and Maintenance Agreements 
 
Mike Goebel reviewed the grant and maintenance agreement forms relating to a Native 
Shoreland Vegetation Planting Project proposed for the Crescent Street greenway across 
from Mount Curve Avenue.  The agreements would be between the City and the Sherburne 
Soil and Water Conservation District.  Mr. Goebel also discussed additional grant funds that 
can be acquired for cable concrete for this project. Discussion was also held on the types of 
native plantings, and the need for volunteers to help with the project. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve the Grant and Maintenance Agreements 
for the native Shoreland vegetation planting project and the installation of cable concrete at 
the Crescent Street Greenway site.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
7F. Town Hall Meeting Discussion 
 
Scott Johnson discussed potential dates for Town Hall Meetings which would give residents 
and business owners an opportunity to meet with Council Members on a more personal 
and informal setting.  Council indicated that they would like the meetings to be less formal, 
and that the meetings be held quarterly at the Big Lake Library Facility.  Council also 
requested that the Mayor, City Administrator, and any interested Council Members 
participate in the meetings. Discussion was held on how to advertise the meeting dates and 
Council directed staff to provide press releases to the West Sherburne Tribune and to post 
notices on the City cable channel, bulletin boards, newsletters, and website.  Council also 
noted that an official statement should be made at the start of each of the Town Hall 
Meetings that no official Council action will take place at these meetings.  Council directed 
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staff to review potential dates with the Mayor and to bring this item back to officially call the 
meetings to alleviate concerns with the Open Meeting Law.  
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check 
No. 55435 through Check No. 55592 with the exception of Check No’s. 55437, 55538, and 
55539 for separate consideration.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payments in the Amount of $1,567.63 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No. 55437 in amount of 
$880.27 and Check No. 55538 in the amount of $687.36 payable to Audio 
Communications.  Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, vote passed with a vote of 4 
to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Danielowski, Heitz, Kampa, and Langsdorf 
voting aye and Council Member Backlund abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
8C.  Consider AutoStop Payment in the Amount of $644.40 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve payment of Check No. 55539 in the 
amount of $644.40 payable to AutoStop, Inc.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Backlund, 
Danielowski, Heitz, and Kampa voting aye and Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  
Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Jim Thares discussed the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) grant program that 
was submitted to MN Housing.  MN Housing officials are requesting that the City partner 
with a third party administrative agency to help with grant oversight and administrative 
tasks.  Staff has interviewed both the Central MN Housing Partnership and the St. Cloud 
HRA.  Both agencies have submitted proposals outlining their assistance programs.  This 
request by the MN Housing will result in a portion of the 8.8 percent ($82,779) grant 
administrative fee being allocated to the partner rather than to the City. Mr. Thares noted 
that the estimated amount that could be paid to the agency would be $23,000 - $26,000.  
Staff is asking Council to authorize staff to enter into an agreement with the St. Cloud HRA 
as they appear to provide the best fit for the City’s administrative needs. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to authorize staff to enter into an agreement with               
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the St. Cloud HRA for administrative services contingent upon award of the NSP grant to 
the City of Big Lake.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Corey Boyer updated Council on water shutoff notices that have been mailed to delinquent 
utility accounts.  These notices have been sent in accordance with the City’s efforts to 
reduce these delinquencies. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund: Provided an update on the February Parks Advisory Committee 
Meeting.  Council Member Backlund discussed the 2 vacancies on the board and asked 
Council to accept the resignations of Kristy Uphoff and Brad Schnitzler and to authorize 
advertising to fill the vacancies.  
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to accept the resignations submitted by Parks 
Advisory Committee Members Kristy Uphoff and Brad Schnitzler.  Seconded by Council 
Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve advertisement of the two Parks Advisory 
Committee vacancies.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
Council Member Danielowski: Provided an update on the February Community Ed Advisory 
Meeting and the February EDA Meeting.   Council Member Danielowski also discussed the 
possibility of the City conducting an Energy Audit in all public buildings.  Scott Johnson 
noted that staff will be looking into potential costs of this type of audit and if it would be 
beneficial to conduct an audit. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf: Provided an update on the February Planning Commission 
Meeting and the Clean Up Day Committee Meeting held on February 5th at Big Lake Town 
Hall.  Council discussed the potential for pooling resources of various communities to 
reduce costs of the clean up day program. 
 
11. OTHER 
 
Council Member Danielowski asked Mike Goebel to update Council on damage done to the 
Esplanade and Hiawatha fencing.  Mr. Goebel noted that the damage was caused by 
motorized vehicles and the costs to fix the areas will be billed to the parties involved in the 
accidents.  Council Member Danielowski also discussed the poor quality of the government 
cable channel playback on Charter services. 
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12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
Date Approved By Council  02/25/09   
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