
 
BIG LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 16, 2008 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Becker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present:  Kirby Becker, Ketti Green, Duane Langsdorf, Scott Marotz, 
Patricia May, and David Schreiber.  Commissioners absent:  Doug Hayes.  Also 
present:  Senior City Planner Katie Larsen and Economic Development Assistant Sandy 
Petrowski. 
 
3. OPEN FORUM 
 
Chair Becker opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward for comment.  
Chair Becker closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
4. ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Langsdorf moved to adopt the agenda.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Marotz, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
5. APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF 11/20/07 
 
Commissioner Green motioned to approve the November 20, 2007 Meeting Minutes.  
Seconded by Commissioner Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, Minutes approved. 
 
6. BUSINESS 
 
6A/6B. APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
 
Senior Planner Katie Larsen reported that, per City Ordinance, the Planning 
Commission is to annually appoint a Commissioner to serve as Planning Commission 
Chair and appoint a Commissioner to serve as Vice-Chair. 
 
Commissioner Schreiber motioned to appoint Kirby Becker to serve as Planning 
Commission Chair through December 31, 2008, and to appoint Duane Langsdorf to 
serve as Planning Commission Vice-Chair through December 31, 2008.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Green, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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6C. ADOPTION OF PLANNING COMMISSION “RULES OF PROCEDURES”  
 
Senior Planner Larsen reported that the adoption of the Planning Commission’s “Rules 
of Procedures” was before the Board because text modification was necessary due to 
the day regular monthly Planning Commission meetings being changed from the third 
Wednesday to the first Wednesday of the month. 
 
Commissioner Marotz motioned to adopt the revised “Rules of Procedure” as 
presented.  Seconded by Chair Becker, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
6D. PUBLIC HEARING:  CONSIDER AMENDMENT TO BIG LAKE ZONING 

CODE REGARDING DAY CARE CENTERS  
 
Senior Planner Larsen stated that a amendment to the Big Lake Zoning Code is being 
proposed because of a development application that has been submitted for a stand-
alone day care facility, which the current Zoning Code does not allow for anywhere in 
the City limits.  Ms. Larsen reviewed the January 7th Planning Report regarding the 
revisions being proposed and answered questions of the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Schreiber discussed the following proposed additions/revisions to the 
proposed text amendment with the Board and Planner Larsen: 
 
1) Overnight Facilities – due to the possibility that inclement weather (i.e. blizzard, etc.) 

may make travel to or accessibility of the facility difficult or impossible, add the 
following wording to the end of this item:  “except in the event of inclement weather”.; 

 
2) Front Yard Setback – modify the wording to specify that the front yard setback be a 

“suggested” minimum of thirty (30) feet” versus the proposed wording of “minimum” 
of thirty (30) feet, which would allow some flexibility and possibly alleviate the need 
for a variance, and include wording to provide clarification on the difference between 
a stand-alone and a home daycare. 

 
Chair Becker opened the public hearing at 7:25 p.m.  No one came forward for 
comment.  Chair Becker closed the public hearing at 7:26 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Marotz motioned to approve the proposed text amendment changes to 
the Big Lake Zoning Code for day care facilities as noted in the January 7, 2008 
Planning Report as well as the changes/revisions to the Overnight Facilities section and 
Front Yard Setbacks section of the proposed text amendment, as discussed.  Seconded 
by Commissioner May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7. PLANNER’S REPORT 
 
7A. CITY OF BIG LAKE VISION AND GOALS 2008 
 
Senior Planner Larsen briefly reviewed the 2008 Goals; no action required or taken by 
the Commission. 
 
8. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS – No reports. 
 
9. OTHER 
 
9A. 2008 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING DATES (INFORMATION ONLY) 
 
Senior Planner Larsen briefly reviewed the 2008 Planning Commission meeting dates, 
noting that the Commissioners can expect to receive their meeting packets 
approximately one (1) week prior to each meeting. 
 
9B. WELLHEAD PROTECTION PLAN/DRINKING WATER SUPPLY 
MANAGEMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
 
Senior Planner Larsen stated that the packet information includes the location of the 
wells within the City limits and explains how the City, through the Wellhead Protection 
Plan, is recognizing and managing possible sources of contamination within the 
Drinking Water Supply Management Area in order to prevent the drinking water from 
becoming polluted.  This item was for information only; no action required or taken. 
 
10. ADJOURN 
 
Commissioner Green motioned to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 


