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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 23, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Acting Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  
Council Member absent:  Mayor Don Orrock.  Also present: City Administrator Scott 
Johnson, Finance Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim 
Thares, Senior Planner Katie Larsen, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike 
Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, City Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell Knutson, 
and City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward. Acting 
Mayor Kampa closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda with the removal of Item 
No. 7D - BR&E Business Roundtable Subcommittee Update.  Seconded by Council 
Member May, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
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consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2008, 6B) Approve 
Joint Meeting Minutes of January 10, 2008, 6C) Approve Creation of Labor Management 
Committee, 6D) Approve Personnel Policy Amendments, 6E) Approve Amendments to the 
Revolving Loan Fund Policy, 6F) Authorize Advertisement for Bids for Well No. 7, 6G) Approve 
Declarations of Official Intent, 6H) Approve Exempt Gambling Permit Resolution 2008-06 for 
the Sand Dunes Gobblers NWTF, 6I) Approving Hiring Police Officer – Sonnenburg, and 6J) 
Authorize City Participation in the Big Lake Chamber of Commerce Expo.  

7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. PUBLIC HEARING – SCM Holdings, LLC dba Trails Grill and Sports Bar 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed the On-Sale and Sunday Liquor License application submitted by 
SCM Holdings, LLC.  The site is located at 726 Martin Avenue, Suite 116 and is currently 
owned by Tim and Tami Cox.  The establishment is expected to be sold on February 1, 
2008 to Carrie McElhone and Jill Caswell, the owners of SCM Holdings, LLC.  The 
applicants have submitted a complete application and pro-rated fees, and backgrounds 
have been conducted and authorized by the Police Chief and City Administration.   
 
Carrie McElhone discussed the purchase of Trails Grill and Sports Bar and thanked Council 
for their consideration. 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.  No one came forward.  Acting 
Mayor Kampa closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-07 approving a new On-
Sale and Sunday Liquor License for SCM Holdings, LLC dba Trails Grill & Sports Bar 
located at 726 Martin Avenue, Suite 116, Big Lake, MN.  Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, vote passed with a vote of 3:1 with Council Members Backlund, Heitz, and 
Kampa voting aye, and Council Member May voting nay.  Motion carried. 
 
7B. Big Lake Industrial Park East Expansion Project – Joint Powers Agreement 
 
Corey Boyer discussed changes that are being proposed to Joint Resolution No. 2007-07 
for the Joint Powers Agreement between the City and the Township for the Big Lake 
Industrial Park East Expansion Project.  Council Member Heitz reviewed discussion held at 
the Big Lake Economic Development Authority relating to the road design in the first phase 
of the Industrial Park East and how the roads were designed for a future expansion of the 
jointly owned Park. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve amendments to Joint City/Township Resolution 
No. 2007-07 as presented.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
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7C. PUBLIC HEARING – Big Lake Industrial Park East Expansion Redevelopment 

Project 
 
Corey Boyer discussed the Redevelopment Plan associated with the expansion to the Big 
Lake Industrial Park East.  A public hearing is required to be held as the Big Lake 
Economic Development Authority is proposing to establish a redevelopment project area in 
connection with the acquisition of land to be used for development, and adopting the 
Redevelopment Plan for the Redevelopment Project area. 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.  No one came forward.  Acting 
Mayor Kampa closed the public hearing at 7:13 p.m. 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-08 approving a 
Redevelopment Project Area and Plan and authorizing execution of a Joint Powers 
Agreement.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. BR&E Business Roundtable Subcommittee Update 
 
Item was removed from Agenda. 
 
7E. Ordinance Amendment – Daycare Facilities 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the Planners Report for the development application submitted by 
Dynamics Design and Land Company for a stand alone daycare facility on Marketplace 
Drive.  Stand alone daycare facilities are not allowed anywhere within the City under the 
current code and the applicant is asking for Council to consider allowing daycare facilities 
as a Conditional Use Permit in all Residential and Business Districts.  The applicant is also 
asking for a waiver of the $1,000 development application fee as the City previously 
approved a stand alone commercial daycare on Humboldt Drive. 
 
Mitch Glines discussed the potential location of the future daycare facility. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2008-01 amending Chapter 10 
of the Big Lake City Code regarding primary, stand alone, or accessory use daycare 
facilities in residential and business districts as Conditional Use Permits, approve 
Resolution No. 2008-09 authorizing summary publication of Ordinance No. 2008-01, and 
approve waiving the applicant’s $1,000 development application fee for the text amendment 
request.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7F. White Bear Clothing Parking Deferment 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report for the parking deferment Conditional Use Permit 
application submitted by John Weicht and Associates on behalf of their client White Bear 
Clothing.  The applicant previously received a variance for a 10 foot setback from the 
northern property line to construct a 20,160 square foot building.  In 2007, another setback 
variance was granted to allow for a 23,973 square foot building addition.  This parking 
deferment request is a result of that building addition.  
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-10 approving a Conditional 
Use Permit for a parking deferment for White Bear Clothing Company located at 20025 – 
176th Street NW and to authorize the Acting Mayor and Administrator to enter into the 
Parking Deferment Development Contract.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7G. Project Status Report – City Engineer 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the January 2008 Engineers Report and answered questions from 
Council.  Council Member Heitz discussed the placement of the future stop light by the 
Marketplace Development and asked that lights be installed at the 168th Street/Highway 10 
intersection first due to the high volume of traffic at that intersection.  
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
52688 through Check No. 52841 with the exception of Check No. 52780.  Seconded by 
Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payment in the Amount of $1,023.00 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No. 52780 payable to Audio 
Communications.  Seconded by Council Member May, vote passed with a vote of 3 to 0 
with 1 abstention with Council Members Heitz, Kampa, and May voting aye and Council 
Member Backlund abstaining.  Motion carried. 

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Jim Thares discussed the City’s option of submitting a redevelopment grant application to 
MNDEED to seek additional funding for infrastructure improvements in the Hwy 10/CR 5 
intersection improvement project.  
 
 



Big Lake City Council Meeting Minutes 
Date: January 23, 2008 
Page 5 of 6 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-11 approving application 
for funding through the MNDEED Redevelopment Grant Program and committing a local 
match of funds from the City of Big Lake.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Heitz: Reviewed the January Northstar Corridor Development 
Authority Meeting, the Transit Oriented Development Meeting, and the Economic 
Development Authority Meeting.  Council Member Heitz also discussed the meeting 
attended by staff and himself with members of the NCDA to discuss potential funding and 
design of a commercial structure at the future train station site.  Council Member Heitz 
stated the importance for the City to be pro-active on the design of the Northstar site and 
parking area. 
 
Discussion was also held on the proposed ice arena and if the City would be in favor of 
considering abatement of portions of surrounding properties that would benefit from the 
construction of an arena. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to express the City of Big Lake’s support of the concept of 
abatement of portions of surrounding properties that would benefit from the construction of 
an ice arena.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Kampa: Discussed the open house for the Big Lake Clinic on Thursday, 
January 24, 2008 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Council Member May: Reviewed the January Parks Advisory Committee Meeting and 
the Planning Commission Meeting.  
 
11. OTHER 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to recess the regular session at 7:44 p.m. to go to Closed 
Session for attorney/client privilege allowed under MN Statute 13D.05, subd. 3b. Seconded 
by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION – Attorney/Client Privilege (MN 13D.05, subd. 3b) 
 
Acting Mayor Kampa opened the Closed Session at 7:50 p.m.  Council Members present:  
Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  Also present: City 
Administrator Scott Johnson, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, City Attorney Soren Mattick of 
Campbell Knutson, and Bill Everett, private practitioner appointed by the League of MN 
Cities. 
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Bill Everett updated Council on pending litigation relating to an employee.  No action was 
taken by Council. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 8:44 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
      
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council     
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