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JOINT MEETING OF THE  
CITY OF BIG LAKE, BIG LAKE TOWNSHIP, ORROCK TOWNSHIP, BIG LAKE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT, SHERBURNE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, AND 
CITY OF MONTICELLO 

 
JANUARY 10, 2008 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Orrock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Big Lake City Council Members present: Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia 
May, and Mayor Don Orrock.  
 
Big Lake Township Board Members present: Mike Hayes, Norm Leslie, Larry Alford, Bob 
Hofer, and Chair Jim Sanford.   
 
Orrock Township Board Member present: Julie Berg.   
 
School Board Members present: Chris Chudy, Cindy Harjes, Chair Tim Hayes, Dan 
Nygaard, Kevin Phillippe, and Tim Stockstead.  
 
Sherburne County Board Members present:  Arne Engstrom, Ewald Petersen, John Riebel, 
and Felix Schmiesing. 
 
Monticello City Council Members present: Tom Perrault, and Susie Wojchouski.   
  
Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Big Lake City 
Engineer Brad DeWolf from Bolton & Menk, Big Lake Township Treasurer Kenneth 
Warneke, Big Lake Township Deputy Clerk Kristy Woolard, Orrock Township Clerk Greg 
Westgard, Sherburne County Public Works Director John Menter, Sherburne County 
Attorney Kathleen Heaney, Sherburne County Administrator Brian Benson, Sherburne 
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County Deputy Administrator Lucy Botzek,  Monticello City Administrator Jeff O’Neill, and 
Monticello City Engineer Bruce Westby. 
 
4. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
5. BUSINESS 
 
5A. County Topics 
 
Commissioners discussed potential funding for the 800 MHz system and how this will 
impact public safety efforts in Sherburne County.  Discussion was also held on state 
funding concerns, the completion of the CR 81 project, and the Northstar Commuter Rail 
project.  The Commissioners thanked the various Big Lake Boards for jointly working 
together and holding these annual meetings. 
 
County staff discussed drug education tools, the number of cases for 2007, and funding 
options for the upcoming 800 MHz system. 
 
5B. Big Lake Township Topics 
 
Supervisors discussed maintenance of their Township road system, the 
remodeling/addition project underway at the Town Hall site, the Industrial Park expansion 
project, and the possibility of a future fire substation. 
 
5C. Orrock Township Topics 
 
Supervisor Berg discussed various projects Orrock Township is working on. 
 
5C. School Topics 
 
School Board Chair Hayes introduced their two new Board Members.  Board Members 
discussed the financial issues facing the district explaining that they need to trim $1.8 
Million dollars from their 2008/2009 budget due to the Levy failing last year.  Discussion 
was also held on the declining student population in the district due to the number of 
foreclosures and that they are possibly looking at restructuring their bus routes. 
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5D. City of Big Lake Topics 
 
Mayor Orrock reviewed possible improvements to the corridor along Highway 25.  Council 
also discussed the plans for the Northstar Commuter Rail build-out and discussed efforts of 
the Transit Oriented Development Committee.  Discussion was also held on the possible 
relocation of the library, the park system, and area-wide foreclosure issues.  
 
5E. City of Monticello Topics 
 
Bruce Westby discussed Monticello’s future transportation plans and potential modifications 
to the Highway 25 corridor to help ease congestion.  Discussion was held on the design of 
round-a-bout intersections and if these types of intersections would alleviate some of the 
traffic issues in downtown Monticello.  Discussion was also held on Monticello’s fiber optics 
system, the purchase of 1,200 acres for a regional park, and the possibility of shared usage 
of a bio-solids facility. 
 
6. OTHER 
 
No other. 
 
7. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 8:34 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck        
City Clerk   
 
 
 
   01/23/08     
Date Approved by the Big Lake City Council   
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