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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 11, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Don Orrock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, and Don Orrock.  Council 
Members absent:  Lori Kampa, and Patricia May.  Also present: City Administrator Scott 
Johnson, Finance Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim 
Thares, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Sean 
Rifenberick, Fire Chief Tony Eisinger, City Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell Knutson, 
and City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward.  Mayor Orrock 
closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda with the removal of items 
6C, 8B, and 12.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, agenda 
adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
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consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of May 28, 2008, and 6B) Approve 
Lawn Service Agreement with Russell’s Reflections.  Item 6C) Approve Memorandum of 
Understanding/Contract for Deed for the Fire Department Filling Station was removed from the 
agenda and will be brought back to a future meeting. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Lawful Gambling Ordinance Amendment 
 
Soren Mattick reviewed the draft Lawful Gambling Ordinance relating to eligibility conditions 
for Organizations applying for a license in the City of Big Lake.  The amendments identify 
qualified organizations allowed to conduct lawful gambling in the City.  
 
Council Member Heitz discussed the City’s ability to regulate the amount of proceeds that 
all licensed Organizations must contribute within the Big Lake area and possibly setting up 
a trade area.  Mr. Mattick noted that he will forward information to Council relating to setting 
up trade areas and other information relating to licensing lawful gambling organizations.   
 
Chris Stalpes from the Becker-Big Lake Ice Association – 19060 238th Avenue, discussed 
the Lawful Purpose statute and how the 10% contribution is handled.   
 
LeRoy Miller – President of the Monticello Lions Club, discussed the annual contributions 
their organization has made to the Big Lake area.  
 
Council directed staff to research the 10% net profit contribution and the process for setting 
up a trade area for lawful gambling. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to table the Lawful Gambling Ordinance Amendment until 
further research is explored.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
7B. Monticello Lions Lawful Gambling Application 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed the Lawful Gambling application submitted by the Monticello Lions 
Club to conduct a gambling operation at Trails Grill and Sports Bar located at 726 Martin 
Avenue.  The Lions Organization has submitted all the required documentation and a 
background investigation is currently underway. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-48 approving a Lawful 
Gambling License to the Monticello Lions Club to conduct a gambling operation at Trails 
Grill and Sports Bar located at 726 Martin Avenue pending receipt of a satisfactory 
background investigation and submittal of all required documentation.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7C. Resolution of Support for Duffy Development Project 
 
Jim Thares reviewed the request submitted by Duffy Development seeking City support in 
their Section 42 Tax Credit application to be submitted to the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency.  Areas of support could include 1) donation or waiver of local government 
development fees, 2) reduction of infrastructure costs, 3) density bonus, 4) flexibility in 
zoning code requirements, 5) cooperation with developer regarding WAC/SAC fees, and 6) 
development application fast tracking.  Mr. Thares noted that at their May 12th meeting, the 
BLEDA recommended the City Council consider the proposed assistance package.  Mr. 
Thares also noted that the Parks Advisory Board recommended to waive $20,000 of Park 
Dedication Fee’s for this project.  Council discussed the recent tour of Duffy’s Maple Grove 
site.  
 
John Duffy from Duffy Development reviewed their projected timeline for construction and 
stated that if their funding is approved, they expect to break ground in the spring of 2009. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-49 in support for Duffy 
Development Company.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7D. DEED Award for Duffy Development Company 
 
Jim Thares reviewed the request submitted by Duffy Development for the City to act as the 
legal sponsor for their funding request from the Department of Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED).  If the Grant is awarded for the Duffy Development project, the City 
and the State of MN DEED would enter into a grant agreement.  Mr. Thares also noted that 
the City would not be responsible for project execution or maintenance and that Duffy 
Development will be completing the application process.  
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-50 stating the City’s 
receptivity to a Department of Employment and Economic Development SCDP Award.  
Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Adopt-A-River Program Discussion 
 
Mike Goebel discussed the programs that are available for cleanup of area roadways and 
rivers.  Mr. Goebel indicated that all State highways in the City have been adopted for 
clean-up already, but that Sherburne County has a clean-up program that the City could 
commit to.  The program would consist of cleaning up a designated County Road that is 
located within the City limits at a cost of $250.00, which would cover the cost of posting 
signage identifying who has adopted the county road.  Mr. Goebel also noted that due to 
the limited river property located within the City limits, it may be difficult to establish a 
productive Adopt-A-River program, but that there are wetlands, holding ponds, parks, and 
lakes in the  
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City that would benefit from a clean-up program.  Council directed staff to present this item 
to the Parks Advisory Board for a recommendation to Council and the Planning 
Commission on which program they would find best suitable for the Boards participation. 
 
7F. Sherburne County EDA Discussion 
 
Jim Thares discussed the creation of the proposed Sherburne County Economic 
Development Authority (SCEDA).  The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners 
established a task force to explore and recommend the type of entity appropriate to serve 
as the Sherburne County economic development service provider.  This task force 
concluded that an Economic Development Authority is the most effective and efficient 
structure to provide necessary economic development for Sherburne County.  
 
Soren Mattick noted that the area of operation of the Sherburne County EDA will include all 
land within City boundaries only if the City adopts a Resolution electing to participate in the 
SCEDA.  If the City elects to participate, the City would be locked into its participation for a 
minimum of five years.  The City taxpayers would also be subject to any property tax levied 
by, and in support of the SCEDA.  Mr. Mattick reviewed his concern with the 5 year notice 
opt-out clause.  Janna King, who acts as an EDA Consultant for Sherburne County clarified 
that the City would not be tied to a 5 year opt-out clause, but that the City would be 
required to make a 5 year commitment to the SCEDA. Ms. King also discussed the 
proposed structure of the SCEDA and that the County Board will make the decision on how 
the SCEDA is ultimately structured.   
 
Mr. Mattick explained that the Big Lake EDA Board has reviewed the Bylaws and Enabling 
Resolution of the SCEDA and as part of consideration of the SCEDA, the BLEDA approval 
is contingent upon a City of Big Lake representative being appointed to the SCEDA, City 
review of the formally adopted SCEDA Bylaws, and review of the withdrawal from 
participation resolution outlining asset distribution and debt obligations.     
 
Council Member Heitz reviewed discussions that have occurred at the Big Lake EDA 
meetings and noted that if the City does not participate with the SCEDA, the two 
Authorities’ will be in competition with each other on potential developments and projects. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-51 authorizing the City of 
Big Lake to participate in the Sherburne County Economic Development Authority 
contingent upon conditions outlined in the resolution.  Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
53802 through Check No. 53866 with the exception of Check No. 53809 for separate 
consideration.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payment in the Amount of $151.23 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda due to a lack of a quorum of voting members.  This 
item will be brought back to Council at the June 25th Meeting. 

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Scott Johnson discussed a request from Ron Rupp for removal of the lilac seedlings 
located along the Highway 10/CR 5 intersection project.  The general consensus of the 
Council was to allow Mr. Rupp to remove the seedlings and noted that the City would not 
incur any liability with the removal of the seedlings.  Mr. Johnson also asked Council to 
review the updated Work Goals and Objectives that was provided in their packet. 
 
Jim Thares discussed two requests staff has received relating to developers seeking 
Council support in endorsing their proposals to obtain funding to either rehab rental units or 
pursue new construction of additional rental units.   
 
Mr. Thares reviewed the MetroPlain’s request for City support for their application to be 
submitted to the MHFA Section 42 Tax Credit program to fund its proposed rehabilitation of 
School View Manor and Woodland Square Apartments. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-52 in support of 
MetroPlains Properties, Inc.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
Mr. Thares also reviewed the request from Briggs Properties, LLC who is seeking support 
from the City for possible funding from the MHFA and/or DEED to build the Town Square 
Residential Suites as a mixture of general occupancy market rate and affordable rental 
units.  Under MHFA funding guidelines, 20% of the complex (6 units) would be required to 
be reserved as affordable units.  Mr. Thares also noted that this project will require an 
amendment to the PUD.  Council discussed the income guidelines for affordable housings. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-53 in support of Briggs 
Properties, LLC.  Seconded by Mayor Orrock, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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Council Member Backlund motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-54 stating receptivity 
to a Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) SCDP Award.  
Seconded by Mayor Orrock, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Sean Rifenberick informed Council of the annual Bike Rodeo being held at the Monticello – 
Big Lake Hospital from 9am to noon on Saturday, June 14th.  Chief Rifenberick also 
updated Council on the repaired speed alert trailer, the K9 graduation, and the upcoming 
Spud Fest festival. 
 
Brad DeWolf updated Council on the Highway 10/CR 5 intersection improvement project 
and indicated that the MN Dept. of Transportation is reviewing the City’s request to reduce 
the length of the concrete median on Highway 10 west of CR 5.  Council Member Backlund 
also noted comments that he has received on the new Esplanade area. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Heitz:  Updated Council on the June EDA Meeting.  
 
Mayor Orrock:  Updated Council on the possible closing of the Highway 25 / River Street 
intersection in Monticello.  
 
11. OTHER 
 
No other. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION – Attorney/Client Privilege 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda. 
 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  06/25/08   
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