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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 9, 2008 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Don Orrock called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Chuck Heitz, Lori Kampa, Patricia May, and 
Don Orrock.  Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance Director Corey 
Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, Building Official Sam 
Rudd, Senior Planner Katie Larsen, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike 
Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, Liquor Store Manager Jan Kostrzewski, City 
Attorney Soren Mattick of Campbell Knutson, City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge 
of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Orrock opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Big Lake Police Officer Sam Olson invited Council, staff, and the public to the Big Lake 
Night Out scheduled on August 8, 2008 from 7pm to 10pm at the City Hall parking lot.  
Officer Olson also informed the public that the police and fire departments are available to 
attend National Night Out neighborhood events on August 5th and that residents should 
contact the Big Lake Police Department to request their attendance. 
 
Mayor Orrock closed the Open Forum at 7:04 p.m. 
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5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member May, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of June 25, 2008, 6B) Approve 
Donation Resolution No. 2008-58, 6C) Approve Employee Participation in Survey, 6D) Approve 
Temporary Election Assistant Position, 6E) Approve Waiving Park Dedication Fees, and 6F) 
Approve Calling a Budget Workshop on Wednesday July 30th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Center Point Energy Donation Presentation 
 
Sean Rifenberick reviewed the grant application submitted by the Police Department to 
Center Point Energy and informed Council that the City has been awarded grant dollars 
from this application.  Chief Rifenberick introduced Al Swintek from Center Point Energy 
who presented the City with a $2,500 donation to be used for the purchase of Police 
Department equipment.  Council thanked Mr. Swintek for the generous donation. 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-59 accepting a $2,500 
donation from Center Point Energy to the Police Department for the purchase of 
equipment.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. PUBLIC COMMENT – Proposed Lawful Gambling Ordinance Amendment 
 
Soren Mattick reviewed the proposed changes to the Lawful Gambling Ordinance. The 
proposed amendments include giving preference to local organizations, and establishing a 
Trade Area.   
 
Gary Poslusny from the Big Lake American Legion stated that their organization is in favor 
of the proposed amendments. 
 
Cherie Jacobs from the Big Lake American Legion reviewed past donations made to the 
Big Lake Community and noted that the required reporting could be done in conjunction 
with the year-end State reporting that they already generate.  Council discussed the need 
to keep the City reporting as easy as possible. 
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Al Cleveland from the Monticello Lions Club discussed his organizations concerns with the 
reporting requirements as they have more than one gambling premise permit.  Mr. 
Cleveland explained that it will be extremely difficult to break the funds down specific to the 
Big Lake site.  Mr. Cleveland also noted that their organization is in agreement that local 
organizations should have preference in obtaining gambling licenses. 
 
Kent Vickerman from the Becker-Big Lake Ice Association stated that their Organization 
supports the proposed amendments and that they will use their annual reports that they 
already provide to the State. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2008-04 amending Chapter 3 of 
the Big Lake City Code concerning lawful gambling regulations.  Seconded by Council 
Member Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-60 authorizing summary 
publication of Ordinance No. 2008-04.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
7C. Consideration of Police Siren Standards 
 
Sean Rifenberick reviewed a request from a resident to set standards for late hour usage of 
police sirens between the hours of 11pm to 6am.  Chief Rifenberick reviewed Minnesota 
Statutes that relate to emergency vehicle operation. 
 
George Quinn, 810 Lake Street North – Stated that he understands the need for 
emergency vehicles but asked that common sense is used when responding to calls in the 
evening hours.   
 
Chief Rifenberick indicated that the police department has a verbal policy on siren 
activation and that he has recently discussed this with his staff.  Chief Rifenberick noted 
that siren activation is on a case-by-case basis with many factors being considered by the 
responding officer.  No action was taken by Council. 
 
7D. Outdoor Wood Burner – Ordinance Amendment 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report regarding control of outdoor wood burners.  Ms. 
Larsen noted that the City is taking a pro-active approach to regulating these types of units. 
Ms. Larsen also discussed eliminating the annual permit requirement so that the permitting 
requirement is not duplicated in the Ordinance. 
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Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2008-05 amending Chapter 10 
of the Big Lake City Code regarding Outdoor Wood Burners with the removal of the annual 
permit requirement.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-61 authorizing summary 
publication of Ordinance No. 2008-05.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Downtown Design Standards – Ordinance Amendment 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the planners report regarding redefining the boundaries of the City’s 
Downtown Design Standards.  The Planning Commission has recommended a transition 
phase in between the Central Business District and the TOD area.  This transition area 
would be guided vs. strictly regulated by the Guidelines section of the Design Standards. 
 
Council Member Kampa motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2008-06 amending Chapter 
10, Section 1063 of the Big Lake City Code regarding the Downtown Design Overlay 
District.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member May motioned to approve Resolution No. 2008-62 authorizing summary 
publication of Ordinance No. 2008-06.  Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Corey Boyer discussed the final pay application for the 172nd Street Trunk Utility Project.  
Mr. Boyer noted that this pay application and the compensating change order puts this 
project approximately $60,000 over budget.  This project is 100% funded by the developers 
through the 429 process which was approved at the start of the project. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
53992 through Check No. 54092 with the exception of Check No. 54034 for separate 
consideration.  Seconded by Council Member May, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Audio Communications Payment in the Amount of $964.09 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No. 54034 payable to Audio 
Communications.  Seconded by Council Member Kampa, vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 
with 1 abstention with Council Members Heitz, Kampa, May, and Orrock voting aye and 
Council Member Backlund abstaining.  Motion carried. 
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9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
No report given. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund: Commented on how nice the Spud Fest event was this year. 
 
Council Member Heitz: Asked the City Engineer to provide a status update on the Highway 
10/CR 5 intersection improvement project and the Martin Avenue Phase III project.  Brad 
DeWolf indicated that both projects are currently out for bid and that the Highway 10/CR 5 
intersection improvement project will be on the July 23rd Council Agenda for award of bid 
and the Martin Avenue Phase III project will be on the August 13th Council Agenda for 
award of bid.  These projects will both start construction immediately after Council awards 
the bid contracts.   
 
Council Member Kampa: Thanked the Spud Fest Organization for all their work on this 
year’s event and thanked Council and staff who helped out at the Bingo Tent. 
 
Mayor Orrock: Commented on how well run the Spud Fest event was this year.   
 
Council Member May: Discussed the First Time Homebuyer meetings she has attended 
and asked if there is a larger meeting area in the City for these meetings to be offered in.  
Council discussed various facilities this organization could contact. 
 
11. OTHER 
 
No other items discussed. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member May motioned to adjourn at 7:47 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Kampa, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  07/25/08   
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