
 

 

 
 
 

BIG LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 3, 2010 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Commissioner Marotz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present:  Kirby Becker, Ketti Green, Doug Hayes, Duane Langsdorf, 
Scott Marotz, Patricia May, and David Schreiber.  Commissioners absent:  none.  Also 
present: Senior City Planner Katie Larsen, Community Economic Development Director 
Jim Thares, and Economic Development Assistant Sandy Petrowski. 
 
2A. SWORN OATH BY COMMISSIONERS MAROTZ AND MAY 
 
Scott Marotz and Patricia May were sworn in to the position of Planning Commissioner 
by Senior Planner Katie Larsen.  It was noted that Commissioner Marotz had been 
appointed to serve as Planning Commission Chair for 2010. 
  
3. OPEN FORUM 
 
Chair Marotz opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m.  No one came forward for Open 
Forum.  Chair Marotz closed the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. 
 
4. ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Hayes moved to adopt the agenda.  Seconded by Commissioner Becker, 
unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
5. APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 6, 2010 
 
Commissioner Hayes motioned to approve the January 6, 2010 Meeting Minutes.  
Seconded by Commissioner Green, unanimous ayes, Minutes approved. 
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6. BUSINESS 
 
6A. CONCEPT PLAN REVIEW:   BIG LAKE RAIL PARK 
 
Senior Planner Katie Larsen reviewed the January 25th Planning Report regarding a 
proposed Concept Plan for the Big Lake Rail Park, noting that Northstar Land, LLC, 
submitted an application to create a 226-acre industrial park served by a rail spur off the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) line.  Planner Larsen noted that comments on the 
Concept Plan have not yet been received from the DNR or DOT but this Plan will be 
brought back to the Commission’s March meeting for a more detailed review/ discussion 
and that the plan is also scheduled to be reviewed by the Parks Advisory Committee, 
and BLEDA, the Joint Planning Board, and the City Council at future meetings. 
   
A revised “Concept Plan B” was distributed to the Commission for review, with Planner 
Larsen noting that the revised Plan included:  a proposed buffer top be located between 
the proposed apartment complex  and the Senior and Work Force Housing; the addition 
of a collector road, a trail, additional park acreage, and potential revisions to the 
Environmental AUAR due to the change in land use from residential to industrial. Also 
briefly discussed was the City’s Tree Preservation Ordinance, which requires a 
minimum of 40% of the existing significant trees on the property to be protected.   
 
Staff asked for the Commission’s comments on the proposed Concept Plan, noting that 
the applicant, Mr. Marlon Glines, of Northstar Land, LLC, was present to answer any 
questions of the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Green asked if all of the buildings along the rail line need to have access 
to the rail or will there be empty buildings.  Community Economic Development Director 
Jim Thares stated that about 25% of the leads from brokers over the last two to three 
years have been asking for rail access. 
 
Commissioner Schreiber asked how the spur would be funded.  Planner Larsen stated 
that many discussions on how to fund such a project have taken place (i.e., public, 
private, etc.) and that talks are continuing.  Mr. Thares stated that, at this time, staff 
does not know how a project of this type would be funded but some of the options could 
be that it is privately built, or the issue could be brought to the Council for additional 
funding), etc.   
 
Planner Larsen stated that staff will provide the feasibility report to the Commissioners 
for their review. 
 
Chair Marotz stated that he thinks that there will be some modifications that will need to 
be made as the plan seems to be incompatible in spots but that he does see merit in the 
revised plan (i.e., multi-housing, etc.). 
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7. PLANNER’S REPORT 
 
7A. PROJECT UPDATE REPORT  
 
Planner Larsen briefly reviewed the January 27th Project Update Report and answered 
questions of the Commission.  No action required or taken by the Commission. 
  
7B. PLANNING COMMISSION RULES OF PROCEDURE  
 
The Rules of Procedure for the Planning Commission was briefly discussed as a 
refresher to the running of meetings and proper meeting protocol.  For information only; 
no action required or taken by the Board. 
 
8. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS – No reports. 
 
9. OTHER – None. 
 
Staff noted that the 2010 Census would be distributed to all residents and encouraged 
all to fill out the information and return as instructed. 
 
10. ADJOURN 
 
Commissioner Green motioned to adjourn at 7:47 p.m.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Becker, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 


