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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 25, 2010 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, Chuck Heitz, Lori 
Kampa, and Duane Langsdorf.  Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance 
Director Corey Boyer, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, City Clerk 
Gina Wolbeck, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, Liquor 
Store Manager Jan Kostrzewski, City Engineer Brad DeWolf and Jared Voge of Bolton & 
Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor Kampa 
closed the Open Forum at 7:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent 
Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2010, 6B) 
Approve Council Workshop Minutes of August 18, 2010, 6C) Approve Quit Claim Deed to 
John and Chrystal Mely, 6D) Approve Park Advisory Committee Recommendation, 6E) 
Approve Big Lake Chamber Block Party Temporary Sign Permit Fee Waiver Request, 6F) 
Approve TIF District Reimbursement Transfers for Administration Activities, and 6G) 
Approve NSP Grant Fund Transfer for Administration/Project Activities. 
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7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. PRESENTATION – Graniteman Triathlon Big Lake; Bill Corcoran 
 
Bill Corcoran from Graniteman Triathlon presented a description of the proposed event they 
would like to hold in Big Lake on August 6, 2011.  The event would be hosted and 
organized by North Crest Gymnastics and Dance located in Sauk Rapids, MN. Graniteman 
Triathlon was founded in 2003 and has grown to exceed over 500 adult athletes and over 
100 youth participants. There are three planned Graniteman events scheduled in 2011 
which include Clearwater, Sauk Rapids, and upon approval of the City Council, Big Lake. 
Corcoran reviewed the course description which will include swimming, biking, and running. 
 
Council discussed liability concerns with this type of event.  Jen Mrozek indicated that their 
organization will obtain necessary insurance requirements.  Parking, traffic control, and 
clean up concerns were also addressed. Council discussed the positive impact this type of 
event could have on the Big Lake area and potential marketing opportunities for Big Lake 
businesses.  Mike Goebel informed Council that he has checked the organizations 
references and reports have been favorable. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to waive parking fees for Graniteman Triathlon Big 
Lake participants which will be held at Lakeside Park on August 6, 2011.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. PRESENTATION – Eagle Scout Skyler VanHofwegan 
 
Skyler VanHofwegan presented information to Council on his Eagle Scout project.  
VanHofwegan is a Big Lake 9th grader and is a Life Scout with Troop 93. VanHofwegan’s 
presentation included information on building a Chimney Swift Tower. 
 
7C. Connexus Energy Donation to the Big Lake Fire Department 
 
Scott Johnson updated Council on a $200 donation to the Big Lake Fire Department from 
Connexus Energy.  The funds will be used towards unbudgeted items. Council thanked 
Connexus Energy for their donation. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve Resolution No. 2010-57 accepting a 
$200.00 donation to the Big Lake Fire Department.  Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. NSP Update 
 
Jim Thares provided an NSP Update. Thares noted that rehab construction bids, contract 
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documents and project budgets have been finalized for 5647 Loon Drive and 1120 Powell 
Street North. Quotes were also received for demolition and Hazardous Materials 
Abatement for 125 Park Avenue, 130 Hill Circle East and 1070 Powell Street North. Thares 
also informed Council that a realtor has been selected to list/market the City owned NSP 
Properties. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the NSP Rehab budget for 1120 Powell Street 
and 5647 Loon Drive, authorize execution of the rehab contract documents with Merit 
Building Company for 1120 Powell Street and 5647 Loon Drive, approve lowest qualified 
quote for demolition activities  and Hazardous Material Abatement at 125 Park Avenue, 130 
Hill Circle East and 1070 Powell Street North, and authorize staff to enter into a listing 
agreement with the McAlpin Team for the sale of City owned NSP properties. Seconded by 
Council Member Danielowksi, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Sherburne County Road Improvement Project – County Road 43 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the preliminary drawing for the County Road 43 Sherburne County 
Street Improvement Project.  Construction of the county project is scheduled for 2012 and it 
does not accommodate a grade separated trail or a railroad quiet zone.  Staff 
recommended that Council appoint two members to a sub-committee to discuss the layout 
as it relates to pedestrian safety and railroad quiet zone implementation. The sub-
committee’s recommendations will then be forwarded to the City Council and to Sherburne 
County. Council discussed the need for the County to seriously consider the City’s 
concerns. DeWolf noted that the county drawings are preliminary at this time and all 
Council comments will be presented to the County prior to their completion of final drawings 
for the project. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to appoint Mayor Kampa, Council Member Heitz 
and Planning Commissioner Doug Hayes to a sub-committee to discuss pedestrian safety 
and railroad quiet zone implementation on the CR 43 improvement project.  Seconded by 
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7F. Highway 10/25 Intersection Improvement Project – MNDOT Agreement 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the status of the Highway 10/25 Intersection Improvement Project 
and MNDOT Agreement No. 97416. DeWolf noted that the bid date for the project is 
scheduled for September 20, 2010 with the Contract recommendation being presented to 
Council at their September 22nd meeting for consideration.  DeWolf also noted that the bid 
market has been very competitive.   
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2010-58 authorizing the City of 
Big Lake to enter into MNDOT Agreement No. 97416 for the Highway 10/25 Intersection 
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Improvement Project.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, vote passed with Council 
Members Backlund, Heitz, Kampa and Langsdorf voting aye and Council Member 
Danielowski voting nay. Motion carried. 
 
7G. Project Status Update – City Engineer 
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the August Project Status Report and answered questions from the 
City Council. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
59077 through Check No. 59184 with the exception of Check No’s. 59082, 59105 and 
59106 for separate consideration, and Electronic Payments #1151E to #1168E.  Seconded 
by Council Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider AutoStop Payments in the Amount of $1,189.80 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve payment of Check No. 59082 in the 
amount of $888.50 and Check No. 59105 in the amount of $301.30 payable to AutoStop, 
Inc.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, vote failed with a vote of 3 to 1 with 1 abstention 
with Council Members Danielowski, Heitz, and Kampa voting aye, Council Member 
Backlund voting nay, and Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  Motion failed. 
 
Council Member Backlund stated that he voted against the payment as he feels the finance 
department is playing games with his checkbook and favoritism. Staff explained that 
payments are taken care of in batches and that the Audio Communications payment is 
scheduled to be on the next Council Agenda for Council consideration.  
 
8C.  Consider M. Backlund Election Judge Payment in the Amount of $95.00 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve payment of Check No. 59106 in the amount of 
$95.00 payable to Mona Backlund for her service as an election judge at the 2010 Primary 
Election.  Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 
1 abstention with Council Members Danielowski, Heitz, Kampa, and Langsdorf voting aye 
and Council Member Backlund abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
Council Member Backlund questioned why his wife’s payment is being treated differently 
from other election judges. Backlund stated that he has discussed this matter with a 
neighboring Clerk who felt that election judges are appointed by Council and that all judges 
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should be treated as vendors. Mayor Kampa discussed the current process for approving 
the List of Claims and Johnson explained that the current process was put into place four 
years ago due to concerns raised by Council Member Backlund. Gina Wolbeck also 
explained that Council payments are handled separate from the List of Claims for the 
protection of Council Members and to be sure they understand their voting requirements 
under the Conflict of Interest statutes. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Consultant Building Official Ron Wasmund updated Council on building permit activity.  
Council asked that Mr. Wasmund provide updates on a monthly basis. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Danielowski: Provided an update on the Fireman’s Dance held on 
August 21st and congratulated the Fire Relief Association on hosting a successful event.  
Council Member Danielowski invited Skyler VanHofwegan to attend a future meeting to 
update Council on his Eagle Scout project. Council Member Danielowski also reminded the 
public of the upcoming Movie in the Park event scheduled on September 18th. 
 
Council Member Heitz: Discussed the need for volunteers to help out at the train station 
for the upcoming Vikings/Twins game.  
 
Mayor Kampa:  Reviewed the Boy Scout meeting she attended in August. 
 
11. OTHER – No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adjourn at 8:19 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  09/08/10  
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