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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 18, 2009 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Lori Kampa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, Chuck Heitz, Lori 
Kampa, and Duane Langsdorf. Also present: City Administrator Scott Johnson, Finance 
Director Corey Boyer, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Senior Planner Katie Larsen, Public Works 
Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Sean Rifenberick, City Attorney Soren Mattick of 
Campbell Knutson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the Open Forum at 7:01 p.m. 
 
George Quinn – 810 Lake Street North, discussed his experience working with the City 
Building Department staff and encouraged Council to retain their current in-house building 
staff. 
 
Mayor Kampa closed the Open Forum at 7:04 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda with the addition of 
item no. 7H. – Closing of Greenways Request and item no. 7I. – Park Committee 
Recommendation. Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, agenda 
adopted. 
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6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The 
Consent Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of October 28, 
2009, 6B) Approve Resolution No. 2009-94 approving the Big Lake Area Jaycee’s Request 
to hold the 8th Annual Little Hole on Big Lake Ice Fishing Contest on February 27, 2010, 6C) 
Set Joint Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on January 21, 2010 in the Council Chambers to discuss 
plans for the upcoming year, 6D) Approve Transfer from NSP Grant Fund to General Fund 
for Administrative Reimbursement, 6E) Approve DEED “Shovel Ready Sites” Program, 6F) 
Approve TOD Trail Improvement Final Pay Estimate, 6G) Approve Martin Avenue Phase III 
Compensating Change Order and Final Pay Estimate, 6H) Approve Big Lake Industrial Park 
East Plat Five Compensating Change Order and Final Pay Estimate, 6I) Approve 
Resolution No. 2009-95 Authorizing the Distribution and Publishing of the Big Lake Rail 
Park AUAR, 6J) Approve Resolution No. 2009-96 approving the 2010 Tobacco License 
Renewals, 6K) Approve Resolution No. 2009-97 approving the 2010 Therapeutic Massage 
License Renewals, and 6L) Approve Resolution No. 2009-98 approving a Therapeutic 
Massage License for Cindy Wasserman. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Council Workshop Update 
 
Scott Johnson reviewed discussions held at the November 18th Council Workshop. 
 
7B. PROCLAMATION – November 15th – 21st as 2009 Manufacturer’s Week 
 
Mayor Kampa read aloud the Proclamation designating November 15th – 21st as the 2009 
Manufacturer’s Week. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2009-99 proclaiming November 
15th through November 21st, 2009 to be Manufacturer’s Week.  Seconded by Council 
Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7C. ASSESSMENT HEARING – Utility Service Unpaid Charges 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the certification process for assessing past due utility charges to the 
2010 property taxes.  Letters were sent out on October 9th to property owners with past-due 
balances giving them until November 20, 2009 to bring the accounts current.  Properties 
that pay the entire past-due balance by November 20, 2009 will be removed from the 
assessment list prior to certification.  Council commented that the amount of certifications 
are down from last year. 
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Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:13 p.m. No one came forward.  Mayor Kampa 
closed the public hearing at 7:14 p.m. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2009-100 placing 
delinquent charges against specified properties for past due utility charges.  Seconded by 
Council Member Heitz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. ASSESSMENT HEARING – Weed/Grass Unpaid Charges 
 
Corey Boyer reviewed the certification process for assessing past due weed/grass mowing 
charges to the 2010 property taxes.  Letters were sent out on October 9th to property 
owners with past-due balances giving them until November 20, 2009 to bring the accounts 
current.  Properties that pay the entire past-due balance by November 20, 2009 will be 
removed from the assessment list prior to certification. 
 
Mayor Kampa opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m. No one came forward.  Mayor Kampa 
closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve Resolution No. 2009-101 placing 
delinquent charges against specified properties for weed/grass mowing charges.  
Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Brown’s Park Tree Lighting Request 
 
Scott Johnson discussed the request submitted by Pastor Jim Beard from New Day United 
Methodist Church.   
 
Pastor Beard informed Council that three area churches would like to jointly sponsor a tree 
lighting ceremony at Brown’s Park on Sunday, November 29th.  The churches would 
organize the event, provide all necessary lighting/decorations, and would cover all publicity 
costs.  The lights would be set on a timer and would be lit from November 29th through 
January 6th.  The organizers are seeking Council approval for use of the public land, to 
cover the electrical cost of running the lights, and to provide an indoor space as a hosting 
location if needed. The churches feel this event would contribute to the special holiday spirit 
in the Big Lake Community. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve the request of local churches to hold a 
tree lighting ceremony in Brown’s Park on Sunday, November 29th beginning at 4:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m., to set a Council Gathering for the event, and to allow use of the Big Lake Senior 
Activity Center as a hosting location if needed.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7F. WSA Snowmobile Event Request 
 
Scott Johnson discussed the request submitted by WSA Racing relating to holding 
snowmobile races on Big Lake. 
 
Wally Scheer, President of WSA Racing and TV, reviewed his proposed event.  The Scheer 
Family owns and operates a snowmobile Race circuit that puts on different racing events in 
the Midwest area.  Their company has previously held snowmobile races on Big Lake in 
partnership with the Big Lake Sno-Cruisers.  Their company would like to hold another 
event the weekend of January 23-24, 2010. Scheer noted that their races are very 
successful and generally bring a lot of people into the area.  They are proposing to hold the 
event in memory of Darcy Ewing, would like to tie in with the Northstar Commuter Rail Line, 
and would also like to partner with local Non-Profit Organizations.  
 
Jim Ridgeway from the Big Lake Community Lake Association discussed concerns of the 
Lake Association and indicated that they would be in favor of this type of event if the 
organization has a policy for controlling liquids.  Ridgeway also asked for information on the 
size of the track and how parking will be regulated.  Scheer reviewed the track layout noting 
that the tracks are generally ½ mile oval tracks, and identified that parking will be regulated 
by the MNDNR and monitored by his staff.  
 
Council discussed the races that were previously held on Big Lake and questioned why the 
races stopped.  Scheer indicated that the lack of snow in the 1990’s affected funds 
available from the local snowmobile club to contribute to the races.  Council also stated 
their concern with parking on the ice and the necessity for control of fluid leaks.  Scheer 
informed Council that DNR regulations require operators/racers to use bio-degradable 
fluids in their machines when operating on waterways. 
 
Sean Rifenberick discussed spacing of trailers parked on the lake and noted that local 
organizations and businesses should be given preference as food vendors at the event. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to allow WSA Racing to hold a snowmobile race event on 
Big Lake on January 23-24, 2010 contingent upon approval from the MNDNR and submittal 
of an insurance certificate listing the City of Big Lake as additionally insured. Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7G. Project Status Report – City Engineer  
 
Brad DeWolf reviewed the November 9, 2009 Project Status Report and answered 
questions from Council. 
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7H.  Closing of Greenways Request 
 
Jim Ridgeway from the Big Lake Community Lake Association presented their request to 
close all Greenways to motorized traffic consistent with the City’s existing Ordinance, but to 
allow snowmobile access only on specific areas to provide reasonable access for citizens. 
The Lake Association is recommending that the Wyoming Avenue, Crescent Street, and 
Hill Street greenway areas be available for snowmobile access to the lakes. 
 
George Quinn questioned if the vacant lot on Wyoming Avenue will be fenced.  Ridgeway 
commented that that parcel is privately owned so it will not be fenced by the Lake 
Association.  
 
Council also discussed the two jointly owned parcels on the west side of the lake that have 
been used as snowmobile accesses to the lake.  Staff clarified that these parcels are 
privately owned and that City does not regulate them. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to prohibit snowmobile accesses at all City Greenway 
areas with the exception of greenways located at Wyoming Avenue, Crescent Street, and 
Hill Street.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7I.  Park Committee Recommendation 
 
Mike Goebel reviewed discussions held at the November Parks Advisory Board Meeting 
regarding facilitation of a Pollinator event at McDowall Park.  The Parks Board motioned to 
recommend that the City partner with the Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District to 
facilitate this event which would be related to education and activities to include plants and 
insects that improve pollination.  The event would be paid for through grants and donations 
and would be part of the Oak Savannah Prairie Restoration Project. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to authorize the City to partner with the Sherburne 
Soil and Water Conservation District to facilitate a Pollinator Event on June 19, 2010 at 
McDowall Park. Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve the List of Claims Check Payments ranging 
from Check No. 57273 through Check No. 57398 with the exception of Check #57378 for 
separate consideration, and Electronic Payments #914E to #930E.  Seconded by Council 
Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
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8B.  Consider Auto Stop Payment in the Amount of $2,393.08 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve payment of Check No. 57378 in amount 
of $2,393.08 payable to Auto Stop.  Seconded by Council Member Heitz, vote passed with 
a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Backlund, Danielowski, Heitz, and 
Kampa, voting aye and Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Sean Rifenberick discussed the appointment of additional Police Reserve Officers who 
assist with ride alongs, attend sporting, school, and community events, conduct residential 
and business security checks, and attend monthly meetings and training sessions.   
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to appoint Guy Chafee, Nicholas Prigge, and Leroy 
Moss as Volunteer Reserve Officers for the Big Lake Police Department.  Seconded by 
Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Corey Boyer updated Council on internal control procedures and measures, and informed 
Council that the City is unable to account for $480 of cash paid on specific utility bills.  In an 
attempt to increase control of cash payments, a combination safe has been purchased and 
can only be accessed by the finance department staff, and cash handling procedures have 
been revised to address this issue. 
 
Corey Boyer discussed the resolution needed authorizing the City to receive NSP grant 
funds and to authorize individuals to execute grant documents. 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2009-102 authorizing the City to 
receive Neighborhood Stabilization Program Grant funds and to authorize individuals to 
execute grant documents.  Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund:  Reviewed the November Parks Advisory Committee Meeting.
  
Council Member Danielowski:  Reviewed the November EDA and Community Education 
Advisory meetings.   
 
Council Member Heitz: Reviewed the November NCDA Meeting and discussed the 
Northstar Grand Opening event held at the Big Lake Station Site on November 14th.  
Council Member Heitz thanked the committee members for their work and dedication to the 
event. 
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Mayor Kampa:  Reviewed the November TOD Open House event.  Mayor Kampa also 
commented on George Quinn’s comments during Open Forum, acknowledging that the City 
does have an excellent Building Department, but that Council is doing their due diligence by 
looking at staffing levels when balancing the budget.   
 
Council Member Langsdorf: Reviewed the November Planning Commission Meeting.  
 
11. OTHER – No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Heitz motioned to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  12/09/09  
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