
BIG LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

June 6, 2007
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Becker called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  

2. ROLL CALL
Commissioners present: Dick Backlund, Kirby Becker, Doug Hayes, Duane Langsdorf, Scott Marotz, and David Schreiber.  Commissioners absent: Tony Benecke.  Also present: Assistant City Administrator Scott Johnson, Community Economic Development Director Jim Thares, City Planner Ned Noel, and Community Economic Development Intern, Sam Woods.

3. OPEN FORUM

Chair Becker opened the Open Forum at 7:03 p.m.  

No one came forward. 
Chair Becker closed the Open Forum at 7:03 p.m.

4. ADOPT AGENDA
Commissioner Hayes moved to adopt the agenda.  Seconded by Commissioner Langsdorf,

unanimous ayes, agenda adopted.

5. APPROVE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES OF May 16, 2007
Commissioner Langsdorf motioned to approve the May 16, 2007 Meeting Minutes.  Seconded by Commissioner Backland, unanimous ayes, Minutes approved.

6. BUSINESS

6A.
PUBLIC HEARING:  Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for 151 Mt. Curve
Community Economic Development Intern, Sam Woods presented a report explaining the need for a CUP because of intensifying the impervious surface non-conformity with the proposed garage and house improvements.  Staff recommended the replacement of portions of the driveway with grass and to provide gutters and downspouts to direct run-off.  Mr. Woods stated that the current setback at narrowest point of the Southern side yard was 2.1 feet from the edge of the property line and there would be no change in the setback distance on that side. Additionally, the roof over hang distance from the property line would stay the same on the proposed room on top of the garage.  
Contractor for the Ramunno’s, Ken Geroux 24632 187th Street, Big Lake, MN spoke about the garage proposal and stated the garage addition was being built to conform to City Code.  He also stated that gutters and down spouts could be placed where appropriate.  

Chair Becker opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.

No one came forward.
Chair Becker closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.

Commissioner Schreiber stated he would like to see a gutter on the left side of the house, which is the southern side of the house.  Commissioner Becker wanted the project completed in a clean and orderly manner.  
Commissioner Schreiber motioned to approve the CUP with the condition of placing a gutter on the southern side of the garage.  Seconded by Commissioner Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
6B.
PUBLIC HEARING:  575 Humboldt Conditonal and Interim USE Permit (CUP, IUP)

City Planner, Ned Noel presented the CUP and IUP application of 575 Humboldt Drive (Shade Tree Power Sports) to the Commission.  He explained the reason for the  CUP and IUP was to defer the requirement of extra parking and the exterior finish of the existing building, due to the change in the business format, changing from a majority storage warehouse to a retail majority.  Mr. Noel stated the applicant needed to provide 50% of the parking in order to defer the parking requirement.   He explained the IUP deferment would be for five years and the goal is to enhance the site to meet current code.

Commissioner Becker asked if there is room on site for twenty seven trees.    Mr. Noel stated there is room or the applicant could in lieu of trees supplement three shrubs per tree.  Commissioner Schreiber said there should be more screening to the north towards the rail road tracks.  

Commissioner Marotz asked if the five years is a hard deadline and asked if the improvements can be done incrementally.    Mr. Noel stated yes but the IUP could be extended if the applicant requires more time and the City Council approves the extension.  Commissioner Marotz stated he does not want to see the business to have a hardship.  

Commissioner Langsdorf asked how much space will change to retail space.  Property Manager John Zagar of 575 Humboldt Drive said it would be 16,000 sq. ft. 

Chair Becker opened the public hearing at 7:36 p.m.

No one came forward to present

Chair Becker closed the public hearing at 7:36p.m.

Commissioner Becker motioned to approve the CUP and IUP with the conditions stated in the report.  Seconded by Commissioner Hayes, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

6C.  Chapter 13 Sign Ordinance Amendment

Community Economic Development Intern, Sam Woods presented the staff report to the Commission.  He showed the Commissioners a visual of various sizes to give the Commissioners a better understanding of the size of signs the Commission wanted to recommend.    Mr. Woods said staff was still recommending a 12-16 sq. foot range for a maximum CUP size for electronic changeable copy signs based off the research completed on other cities sign standards.  He also stated that based off the research many cities prohibit electronic changeable copy style signs or restrict the number of times per day that a graphic can change on a sign.  City Planner, Ned Noel talked about drive-thru menu board signs and asked the commission for direction on what should be allowed for the requirements.   

Commissioner Marotz motioned to keep the ten square foot per side requirement for Electronic Changeable Copy sign as stated in the current ordinance, allow 16 sq. ft.  per side with a CUP in the B-2 district,  24 sq. ft. per side with a CUP in the B-3 district and to have staff review requirements for menu board CUP’s.  Seconded by Commissioner Hayes, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

7.
PLANNER’S REPORT

Community Economic Development Director told the Commission that Ned Noel has put in his resignation and accepted a position with the City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  He said NAC will be filling in as an interim position until a replacement can be found.

8.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS
Commissioner Schreiber asked to discuss with the commission information he learned at a planning commission seminar he attended.  He also asked staff to check with the City Engineer to see if the drainage can be looked at next to 161 Mt. Curve.
9.
ADJOURN
Commissioner Marotz motioned to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  Seconded by Commissioner Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

