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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 7, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Danielowski called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present: Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen and Mike 
Wallen.  Council Member Nick Christenson was absent. Also present: Economic 
Development Manager Heidi Steinmetz, Finance Director Jessica Green, and City Clerk 
Gina Wolbeck. 
 
3. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. DISCUSSION – BUSINESS PARTNERS JEFF ZIERDT & MATT SCHILLER 
 
Matt Schiller and Jeff Zierdt introduced themselves and reviewed the history of their 
business. Schiller and Zierdt are looking at a 2,950 commercial space in Big Lake for 
locating a brewery/tap room business. Schiller and Zierdt noted that opportunities for Big 
Lake include 1) Brewery will be a destination, 2) Craft brewing is becoming a quality of life 
issue, and 3) brewery events and festivals.  
 
Council discussed that the City has been trying to position itself as a destination, and 
discussed potential City financing options which would be limited as they are leasing 
space, versus purchasing a space. Discussion was also held on SAC/WAC fees and water 
usage needs.  
 
The Consensus of the Council was to direct staff to continue working with the developer  
 
5. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adjourn at 5:37 p.m. Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
 Gina Wolbeck   
Recorder       
 01/22/14    
Date Approved By Council   
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