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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 

WORKSHOP MINUTES 

JANUARY 15, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present: Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, and Mike Wallen. Nick 
Christenson arrived at 6:05 p.m., and Seth Hansen arrived at 6:25 p.m. Also present: City 
Administrator Todd Bodem, Finance Director Jessica Green, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, 
Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Joel Scharf, Liquor Store Manager Jan 
Muehlbauer, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf from Bolton and Menk, Inc. 
 
3. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented. Seconded 
by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. BUSINESS 
 
4A. Council Vision Discussion 
 
Gina Wolbeck informed Council that Mayor Danielowski has requested that the City’s 
Vision be placed on the backside of Council business cards. Wolbeck noted that the Vision 
hasn’t been discussed since 2011 and asked for feedback from Council on if they wish to 
continue using the 2011 Vision, choose not to use a Vision on the business cards, set a 
new Vision now, or set a new Vision at the goal setting session in February. The 
consensus of the Council was to wait to order the Council business cards until after a new 
Vision is set the goal setting session. 
 
4B. 2014 Big Lake Farmer’s Market Update 
 
Heidi Steinmetz discussed the history of the Big Lake Farmer’s Market which was 
established in 2011. Steinmetz discussed previous coordination of the market along with 
location changes. Steinmetz also discussed the new planning committee that has been 
formed to coordinate the 2014 market and noted that the committee is planning to change 
the day of the market from Thursdays to Wednesdays and that the market won’t start until 
June. Mayor Danielowski explained that the day change was decided because other area 
farmer’s markets are held on Thursdays. Discussion was held that other local 
Organizations might be interested in running the market. Council Member Wallen stated 
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that he feels the City shouldn’t be running the farmer’s market and he doesn’t agree with 
the day change. Wallen noted that we have a captive audience with Music in the Park 
attendee’s and thinks it’s a huge mistake to change. Mayor Danielowski suggested we try 
the change for a year and if it doesn’t work out then look at changing back. Danielowski 
also noted that by removing the farmer’s market from the parking lot on Thursdays, it would 
free up more parking space for the Music in the Park event. Discussion was held on the 
loss of additional parking fees on Wednesdays. Staff clarified that parking fees will only be 
waived for farmer’s market patrons. 
 
4C. Street Light Utility System Fee Discussion 
 
Jessica Green discussed the newly adopted street light utility system fee that was 
approved by Council at the December 2013 meeting. Staff is gearing up to include this fee 
in the February utility bills and is looking for clarification from Council on establishing a 
maximum fee for commercial properties. The consensus of the Council was to set a $12.00 
maximum monthly fee for commercial properties. 
 
4D. City Council/Administrator Communications 
 
Todd Bodem discussed Council’s desire to develop a plan for effective communication 
between the City Administrator and the City Council. The Council consensus was that all 
City staff should be provided the Administrator’s weekly updates, and directed the 
Administrator to hold recurring department head meetings. 
 
5. OTHER  
 
Mike Goebel reviewed the Citizen Pruner Program that the City will be participating in along 
with the Cities of Becker, Elk River, and Princeton who will be partnering with the 
Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District and the U of M Urban Forestry 
Department. Goebel explained that citizen pruners are trained in tree identification, biology, 
and pruning techniques. 
 
6. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Christenson motioned to adjourn at 6:48 p.m. Seconded by Council 
Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     01/22/14    
Recorder      Date Approved By Council   
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