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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 11, 2015 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane 
Langsdorf and Mike Wallen. Also present: Interim City Administrator Joel Scharf, Police 
Lieutenant Sam Olson, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Economic Development Manager Heidi 
Steinmetz, Fire Chief Paul Nemes, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor 
Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Christenson motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by 
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent 
Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2015, 6B) 
Approve Annual Lakeside Park Parking Pass Donations, 6C) Accept Resignation from Police 
Officer Jesse Gilbertson, 6D) Approve Appointment of Officer Guy Chaffee to Full-Time 
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Employment Status, 6E) Approve Appointment of Dean Nelson as a Full-Time Public  Works 
Water/Wastewater Employee, and 6F) Set Special Council Meeting on February 18, 2015 at 
5:30 p.m. to Award the Sale of 2015A Bonds. 
 
Council thanked Officer Jesse Gilbertson for his service to the City of Big Lake. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. PRESENTATION – Tri-CAP Transportation Services 
 
Executive Director Lori Schultz from TRI-Cap Transportation Services reviewed busing 
services they provide in the Big Lake Community. Schultz reviewed available service hours, 
rates, and routes. Schultz indicated that they would like to expand services in Sherburne 
County and would like to do an assessment with the City to see where the needs are. 
Council suggested that Tri-CAP contact some of the senior community groups to let them 
know their service hours, and possibly hold an open house. It was also discussed the 
importance to build relationships with potential users and to advertise within the 
community. Schultz also discussed various services Tri-CAP provides including energy 
assistance, weatherization services, housing assistance, and the tax assistance program. 
 
7B.  Fee Schedule Ordinance Amendment 
 
Deb Wegeleben reviewed the Ordinance amending the 2015 fee schedule. Amendments 
include increases to the Sanitary Sewer rates that are reflective of a staff analysis/review of 
current rates, and designating a new conditional use permit fee for signs discussed at the 
last Council Meeting. 
 
Mayor Danielowski reviewed the rate study that was completed to ensure that water/sewer 
rates were in line with our debt service. Danielowski also stressed that utility fees are used 
to cover the debt service for infrastructure that produces safe drinking water for our 
citizens, and to properly operate our wastewater treatment facility to the standards set by 
the State of MN. Council discussed having a public information open house to educate 
citizens on what their water and sewer payments go towards. 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve an Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 
2014-12 amending the 2015 Fee Schedule, and approve Resolution No. 2015-16 
authorizing summary publication.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous 
ayes, motion carried. 
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7C. Monthly Department Updates 
 
Fire Department – Paul Nemes discussed recent activities of the Fire Department. Nemes 
also discussed rail and road hazmat training, noting that his department has been working 
with Metro Transit to put together a Commuter Rail Training Video. Nemes also thanked 
those that helped with the Ice Fishing contest and explained that the annual Chili Fee 
Contest will be held a little later this year. 
Police Department – Sam Olson updated Council on police statistics and calls for service 
for the month of January. Olson reviewed mail thefts, daytime burglaries, and a drug 
possession arrest. Olson also noted that 140 pounds of prescription drugs were disposed 
of through the prescription drug drop off program, and encourages citizens to sign up for 
weather alerts. Officer Jesse Gilbertson thanked Council, the Chief and the Department for 
the skills he has learned through his employment with the City.  
Economic Development/Planning Department – Heidi Steinmetz reviewed efforts of the 
Economic Development Department, provided an update on the Lupulin Brewing project, 
discussed the Kwik Trip preliminary project timeline, and the upcoming Chamber of 
Commerce Business Expo being held on March 1st at the High School. Steinmetz also 
informed the public of the upcoming Sherburne County Broadband Coalition Community 
Visioning Meeting scheduled on March 10th from 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Friendly 
Buffalo. Steinmetz discussed the quarterly newsletter prep work, and provided an update 
on Planning Department activities including the Brigg’s Apartment building permit 
application. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
68594 through Check No. 68743 with the exception of Check No. 68662 for separate 
consideration, Electronic Payments #2602E to #2617E, and payroll #3. Seconded by 
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Bob’s Towing and Recovery Payment in the Amount of $128.50 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 68662 in the amount 
of $128.50 payable to Bob’s Towing and Recovery for services rendered.  Seconded by 
Council Member Wallen, vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council 
Members Danielowski, Hansen, Langsdorf and Wallen voting aye and Council Member 
Christenson abstaining.  Motion carried. 
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9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Joel Scharf informed Council that the Bond Rating call was held yesterday. Scharf also 
discussed the CR 5 speed limit reduction review beginning at Hiawatha Avenue noting that 
the reduction has support from the City and Sherburne County but does need State 
approval before a reduction can be implemented. Scharf noted that he attended a 
Transportation meeting in Monticello to discuss the potential for a 2nd bridge crossing, and 
reviewed the BLIPE expansion area joint meeting with the EDA, the City, and the 
Township.  
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Danielowski:  Discussed the February BLEDA Meeting which included the City 
Council and the Town Board. Mayor Danielowski also reviewed upcoming events including 
the Lions Fish Fry, a Beyond the Yellow Ribbon meeting, a Spud Fest Meeting, and the 
Chamber of Commerce Business Expo on March 1st. 
 
Council Member Hansen: Reviewed the February Planning Commission Meeting. Council 
Member Hansen also discussed a recent presentation at the Governor’s Emergency 
Management Conference recognizing the Big Lake Fire Department Open House event.
  
Council Member Wallen: Reviewed the February BLEDA Meeting and the Joint Meeting 
with the Township to discuss the BLIPE expansion area. Council Member Wallen also 
discussed the recent Winterfest event held at Lakeside Park. 
 
11. OTHER – No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 7:06 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  02/25/15  
 


	REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

