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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 25, 2015 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane 
Langsdorf and Mike Wallen. Also present: Interim City Administrator Joel Scharf, Public 
Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Lieutenant Sam Olson, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, 
Building Official Mick Kaehler, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, Fire Chief Paul 
Nemes, Consultant City Planner Ben Wikstrom, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton 
& Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor 
Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:02 p.m.  
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Christenson motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by 
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent 
Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2015, 6B) 
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Approve Council Workshop Minutes of March 18, 2015, 6C) Set Two (2) Special Council 
Meetings on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Monday, April 13, 2015, 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Big Lake City Council Chambers for City Administrator 
Interviews, and 6D) Approve the Appointment of Deb Wegeleben as City Finance Director. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. PROCLAMATION – National Service Recognition Day 
 
Mayor Danielowski read a Proclamation proclaiming April 7, 2015 to be “National Service 
Recognition Day”. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-31 proclaiming April 
7, 2015 to be “National Service Recognition Day”. Seconded by Council Member Wallen, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. Revised Junk and Blight Process  
 
Joel Scharf reviewed the new process for addressing junk and blight complaints. Junk, 
refuse, and debris complaints will be handled by the Police Department, with code 
violations related to structures, accessory structures, and fences being handled by the 
Building Official. The new police department intern has been working on a violation sweep 
of the City already addressing 100 properties, and is in the process of photographing and 
documenting properties. With the new process in place, each police officer has been 
assigned a section of the community to monitor. Notices will be served on property owners 
and will be given 15 days by Ordinance to comply. Officers will work with property owners 
who are working towards compliance in “good faith.” Citations will be issued for those who 
fail to comply with Ordinance. Citations will be considered a misdemeanor offense by City 
Ordinance.  
 
7C. Transportation Alternatives Program Application 
 
Brad DeWolf informed Council that the City’s Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
application has been recommended for funding by the Region 7W Transportation Advisory 
Board (TAB). The TAB’s recommendation has been forwarded to MnDOT for their approval 
and inclusion in the 2019 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). DeWolf 
noted that the City’s application requested federal funding in the amount of $372,000 and 
the funding recommended by the TAB is $352,049. The STIP program is expected to be 
approved on April 2, 2015. DeWolf reviewed specific improvements in the project which 
consist of the installation of a concrete path on both sides of CR 5 between Minnesota 
Avenue and Glenwood Avenue. At Glenwood Avenue, a bituminous trail is proposed along 
the east side of CR 5 where it will connect to the existing bituminous trail adjacent to the 
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Hidden Rivers Development and will extend north to Hiawatha Avenue. At Hiawatha 
Avenue, the trail will cross CR 5 and continue north along the west side of CR 5 over the 
Elk River to Lion’s Park. DeWolf noted that funds could become available in advance of the 
funds being approved in 2019. Mayor Danielowski noted that the funding application did 
not include a sidewalk on the west side between Minnesota Avenue and US Highway 10. 
Council also discussed continuing to work on getting the speed limit reduced on CR 5 past 
the Hiawatha Avenue intersection. 
 
7D. Ordinance Amendment – Accessory Structure 
 
Ben Wikstrom reviewed the planners report for accessory structure ordinance 
amendments. Previously staff was directed to review the accessory structure ordinance 
under Section 1020 to determine changes that might be necessary to clean up any 
repetitive or conflicting language, and to tighten dimensional and location requirements. 
Wikstrom also discussed the need to better define language relating to accessory 
structures and accessory buildings under the definitions portion of the code located under 
Section 1001.02. Discussion was held on setback clarifications, garage sizes, and lots in 
the Wright’s Crossing townhomes development that have smaller lot sizes. Wikstrom noted 
that the proposed changes were reviewed by the City Attorney. Council discussed the 
changes proposed for building materials and staff was directed to remove section 1020.07 
(building materials) from the Ordinance for further review at an upcoming Workshop. 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2015-04 amending Chapter 
10 of the Big Lake City Code regarding definitions and accessory structures with the 
removal of changes to 1020.07 (building materials), and approve Resolution No. 2015-32 
authorizing summary publication.  Seconded by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
7E. Resolution - Interim Use Permit (Duffy Development) 
 
Ben Wikstrom reviewed the planners report for the Interim Use Permit application 
submitted by Duffy Development seeking permission to import 5,800 cubic yards of fill to 
their Phase II site located adjacent to the Crossings of Big Lake project. The site had 4,800 
cubic yards of material removed and used during construction of Phase I. The 5,800 cubic 
yards to be imported are considered “truck yards” which is anticipated to be similar in size 
to the original 4,800 cubic yards removed and should match the old contours. Wikstrom 
noted that the site will be graded and leveled, and that the Public Works Director has 
requested that the site be seeded upon completion. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-33 approving an 
Interim Use Permit for Duffy Development.  Seconded by Council Member Hansen, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7F. Department Updates 
 
Brad DeWolf from Bolton and Menk, Inc. provided an engineering update on various 
projects underway in the City. DeWolf also discussed the Team Mobile antenna project 
that will be installing equipment on Tower 2 and working on an addendum to the lease, 
discussed the MS4 permit reapplication, reviewed the Briggs Apartment project on Martin 
Avenue, provided an update on the BNSF 2nd track construction project, and noted that the 
phosphorus plans need to be submitted to the PCA by the end of the month. Council 
discussed the median on north side of the CR 5 intersection and requested staff to review 
the option to shorten the median. 
 
Ben Wikstrom reviewed recent activities in the Planning Department. Staff has been 
reviewing the accessory structure ordinance which received approval at tonight’s meeting, 
processed the Interim Use Permit application from Duffy Development, and has been in 
contact with City staff with concerns about the new recycling business in town and 
discussed upcoming public hearings for this project. Wikstrom also provided an update on 
the proposed Kwik Trip project noting that they are on target to begin the application 
process for Site Plan review and CUP’s, and discussed the Briggs Apartment project.  
 
Jan Muehlbauer provided a liquor store update to Council. Muehlbauer reviewed February 
sales figures and noted that the store exceeded $3.7 M in sales for 2014. Muehlbauer also 
discussed the upcoming Big Lake Food Shelf wine/beer tasting event scheduled this 
Friday, and the Spring Wine Fest event at the Friendly Buffalo. Muehlbauer discussed the 
recent inventory auditor spot checks conducted, informed Council that she has accepted a 
resignation from part time employee Alex Miller, and reviewed Legislative liquor updates.  
 
Mick Kaehler provided building permit information for the month of February noting that the 
City has issued permits year to date totaling $292,104.00 in property valuation. Kaehler 
also noted that the Building Department staff have been working on updating building 
handouts which should be available on the City website soon. 
  
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
68947 through Check No. 69027, Electronic Payments #2642E to #2654E, and payroll no. 
6.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
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9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Joel Scharf discussed the recycling business that recently relocated to the old Shade Tree 
building. The business has been working without proper permitting and Cease and Desist 
Orders have been issued by Sherburne County and the City of Big Lake. A public hearing 
has been scheduled at the Planning Commission on April 1st. Scharf also informed Council 
that MN Housing will make our NSP program whole offering funding to complete 
outstanding projects. Scharf also discussed collaborative efforts of the Police Department 
and Public Works Department on moving forward with installing camera based security at 
Lakeside Park, and noted that staff is working on putting together the most recent issue of 
the City Newsletter. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Danielowski:  Discussed volunteer opportunities with Meals on Wheels at Keller 
Lake Commons to help with the Senior Dining program, discussed the Fire Department 
Chili Feed that was held last weekend, and provided information on upcoming community 
events including the Big Lake Food Shelf fundraiser, the BLWOT Easter Egg Hunt, and the 
Lions annual Pancake Breakfast.  
 
Council Member Wallen: Discussed the upcoming City Administrator interview process and 
asked that Department Heads be involved in both rounds of interviews so that all parties 
hear the same questions and answers. Langsdorf asked for feedback from Department 
Heads who responded that they would like to have combined interviews. Council directed 
staff to contact Sharon Klumpp to ask that department heads be involved in all the 
interviews.  
 
11. OTHER – No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 7:12 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  04/08/15  
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