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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

JULY 22, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. ROLL CALL

Council Members present: Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane
Langsdorf and Mike Wallen. Also present: City Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Finance
Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Building
Official Mick Kaehler, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, Assistant Fire Chief Ken
Halverson, Economic Development Specialist John Uphoff of WSB & Associates, Inc.,
Consultant City Planner Ben Wikstrom, and City Engineer Brad DeW olf of Bolton & Menk,
Inc.

4. OPEN FORUM

Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m.

Steve Westerberg, new Big Lake School Superintendent introduced himself to the City
Council and staff. Council welcomed Mr. Westerberg to the Big Lake Community.

Mayor Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:03 p.m.

5. PROPOSED AGENDA

Council Member Hansen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda. Seconded by Council
Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted.
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6. CONSENT AGENDA

Council Member Wallen motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Seconded
by Council Member Christenson, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent
Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2015, 6B) Set
Special Council Meeting on August 4, 2015 for Community Development Director Finalist
Interviews, and 6C) Approve SHIP Grant Agreement.

1. BUSINESS
7A. Variance and Conditional use Permit Application — 341 Shoreacres Drive

Ben Wikstrom reviewed the planners report for the Variance and Conditional Use Permit
application submitted by Duane Kozitak from the Chuba Company on behalf of property
owners Jeff and Roxanne Schall for the parcel located at 341 Shoreacres Drive. The
applicant is proposing to construct a new home and attached garage at the site that would
not meet the ordinance limit of 25% impervious surface for lots in the R-5 zoning district.
Wikstrom noted that the new home would utilize the existing footprint and that the
additional impervious surface comes from the new garage. The home, garage, patio, pad
and driveway will take up 8,512 square feet of the 26,200 square foot lot, which would be
32.5% impervious cover. The proposed home does not meet the setback from the Ordinary
High Water mark. The required setback is 50 feet from Big Lake while the structure, if
approved, will remain at 32.6 feet. Wikstrom explained that because this is a teardown, the
legally non-conforming structure must come into compliance with the Ordinance, or be
granted a variance to rebuild in its current location. Wikstrom reviewed discussions held at
the July 1, 2015 Planning Commission Meeting noting that the Commission chose to
require the applicant take out as much impervious surface as possible from the existing
driveway or other areas to get as close to 25% as possible. The Commission also asked
that if the applicant can’t get down to 25%, they work with the Sherburne County Soil and
Water District to mitigate impacts on the lake through runoff management.

Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-55 approving a
Variance and a Conditional Use Permit for the property located at 341 Shoreacres Drive.
Seconded by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

7B. SolarStone Partners LLC Lease and Easement Agreement

John Uphoff reviewed the Memorandum and Solar Energy Facility Lease and Easement
Agreement with SolarStone Partners LLC. The Agreements are for the purpose of
constructing, installing, operating and maintaining a solar energy conversion system on
parcel no. 10-325-3201 which is a 26.7 acre city-owned site located east of 200" Street
and north of State Highway 25. Uphoff explained the site was previously used as a
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biosolids application site for the City’'s wastewater treatment process. With the recent
upgrade of the City’s Wastewater Treatment Facility, the City no longer needs to use the
site for that purpose. In recent years, the site has been leased to a farmer who used the
site for agricultural purposes. Any lease revenue from the property will flow into the City’s
sewer fund. Uphoff discussed the term of the proposed lease which extends for a period of
35 years. The lease was discussed at the April 2015 Council Workshop and it was clarified
by the Council that SolarStone would be required to remove all solar equipment from the
site at the conclusion of the lease. Uphoff noted that this lease and easement agreement
represents an opportunity for the City to gain a significantly higher amount of revenue from
the rent paid compared to what the City is receiving from rent on the property currently.
Uphoff stated that considering the low probability of demand for other types of
development on the site over the course of the next three decades, the availability of
developable land adjacent to the site, and the significant increase in rental income, staff
recommended Council approve the Lease and Easement Agreement. Council discussed
the City’s desire to remain pro-active in finding ways to lower the water and sewer bills.

Council Member Wallen motioned to the Memorandum and Solar Energy Facility Lease
and Easement Agreement with SolarStone Partners LLC. Seconded by Council Member
Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

7C. DONATION — Monticello RV

Joel Scharf reviewed the donation of the use of a camper travel trailer for use by the Big
Lake Police Department during the 2015 Big Lake Spud Fest event. The trailer was used
as a command post and a first aid station. Council thanked Monticello RV for their
generous donation.

Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-56 accepting the
donation of a camper travel trailer for use by the Big Lake Police Department during the
2015 Big Lake Spud Fest event. Seconded by Council Member Christenson, unanimous

7D. Ordinance Amendments — Accessory Structure Building Materials and
Allowable Impervious Surface

Ben Wikstrom reviewed the planners reports for ordinance amendments that would change
the maximum impervious surface allowed in residential districts from 25% to 35% and the
building materials section of the accessory structure code. Wikstrom noted that the
impervious surface increase would not apply to any properties within the Shoreland
Management Area or in the R-5 zoning district which contains many of the properties in the
Shoreland Management Area. Wikstrom also noted that the accessory structure building
materials change is necessary to clean up any repetitive or conflicting language, and
tighten dimensional and location requirements. Amendments to the accessory structure
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code were approved by Council in April 2015 with the exception of language concerning
compatible building materials to the principal structure. Council further discussed this area
of the code and recommended that any buildings 120 square feet and under should not be
required to meet the compatibility requirement, and that anything larger should be required
to do so with more strict language.

Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2015-09 amending accessory
structure building material language and allowable impervious surface limits in residential
zoning districts, and approve Resolution No. 2015-57 authorizing summary publication.
Seconded by Council Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

7E. Monthly Department Updates

Deb Wegeleben reviewed activities in the Finance Department and provided a year to date
financial update on the City’s Budget.

Jan Muehlbauer provided a liquor store update to Council. Muehlbauer reviewed June
sales figures, and discussed the recent tobacco and alcohol compliance checks conducted
in June and July, congratulating liquor staff on maintaining compliance of sales.
Muehlbauer also reminded citizens to vote for Big Lake on the Michelob Golden Draft Light
“Celebrate Your Lake” Facebook contest.

Mick Kaehler provided building permit information for the month of June. Kaehler also
noted that the City has issued permits year to date totaling $2,889,961.00 in property
valuation. Kaehler also discussed the Brigg’s Apartment building permit which is expected
to be picked up at the beginning of August.

Ben Wikstrom provided the monthly Planning report for the month of June. Wikstrom noted
that the Planning Commission will be interviewing two applicants for the open Planning
Commissioner seats.

John Uphoff provided the monthly Economic Development update. Uphoff reviewed the
special BLEDA meeting held at the beginning of the month, provided a strategic plan
update, and discussed a business prospect who will be meeting with the City next week.

8. LIST OF CLAIMS

8A. Consider List of Claims

Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No.
69723 through Check No. 69789 with the exception of Check No. 69776 for separate
consideration, Electronic Payments #2759E to #2771E, and payroll no. 14. Seconded by
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Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

8B. Consider Bob’s Towing and Recovery Payment in the Amount of $97.78

Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 69776 in the amount
of $97.78 payable to Bob’s Towing and Recovery. Seconded by Council Member Wallen,
vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Danielowski,
Hansen, Langsdorf, and Wallen voting aye and Council Member Christenson abstaining.
Motion carried.

9. ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT

Clay Wilfahrt updated Council on the Community Development Director hiring process.
Interviews will be held next week with final interviews on August 4™, Staff will be advertising
the open Planner position in the coming weeks. Wilfahrt also reviewed the Pacific Avenue
property that has been deemed potentially hazardous and notified the Council that an
abatement process has been started.

10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Council Member Christenson: Reviewed the July Parks Advisory Board Meeting.

Mayor Danielowski: Discussed the 3" guarter Fire Board Meeting. Reminded the public
about the Music in the Park events on Thursday nights, the upcoming Fire Fighter's Dance
on August 1%, and discussed the Big Lake High School Quarterback Club that is hosting a
golf tournament. Mayor Danielowski also announced that State Representative Nick
Zerwas was named a “Legislator of Distinction” for 2015.

Council Member Langsdorf: Discussed the July BLCLA Meeting.

11. OTHER — No other.
12. ADJOURN

Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. Seconded by Council
Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried.

Gina Wolbeck

Clerk

Date Approved By Council 08/12/15
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