BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL
WORKSHOP MINUTES

JULY 22, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Danielowski called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Council Members present. Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane Langsdorf, and Mike
Wallen. Council Members absent: Nick Christenson. Also present: City Administrator Clay
Wilfahrt, Finance Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck,
Building Official Mick Kaehler, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, Consultant City Planner
Ben Wikstrom, and Assistant City Engineer Jared Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.

3. PROPOSED AGENDA

Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented. Seconded by
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted.

4. BUSINESS

4A. Planning Iltems
4A.i. Secondary Residences on Residential Lots

Ben Wikstrom reviewed a request from a resident asking if the City would consider allowing
secondary residences on a lot that also contains a single-family dwelling. Wikstrom noted that
the current city code does not allow for this because it would then be considered a multi-family
residence, which is not allowed in the R-1 or R-5 zoning districts. Council discussed the issues
that could come up with allowing this type of construction and discussed concerns with tracking
these parcels, issues that could come up when the property sells, potential parking issues, and
monitoring issues. Council directed staff contact the resident to notify her that Council is not
interested in an Ordinance Amendment at this time.

4A.ii. Carport Discussion

Ben Wikstrom reviewed a recent complaint regarding a canvas-covered carport that has been
erected on a residential lot. Wikstrom noted that while carports are not permitted by our
ordinance, many of them have been showing up being constructed without permits or
permission. Staff asked for Council feedback on enforcement of these structures. Council
discussed the importance of the City being consistent with our codes, and discussed their
concerns with durability of these non-conforming structures. Council directed staff to address on
a complaint by complaint basis at this time.



4B. Police Squad Design and Graphics Discussion

Joel Scharf discussed current police squad designs and graphics which were approved in 2012.
Scharf noted that squads are ordered black in lieu of custom paint at the factory which has
provided substantial cost savings. A component of the design entails wrapping the doors with
white vinyl to reflect a black and white design. The cost to wrap the doors on each squad is
approximately $500 with another $400 cost for the actual decals. Scharf explained that the white
vinyl has proven to be a nondurable surface. When items bump against it, it causes tears in the
wrapping, revealing the black painted surface behind it. Staff proposed to continue with the same
basic decal design, absent the white wrap on the doors. Council was open to what the
department would like to see. Staff discussed the two squads that need to be addressed right
away noting that they would look at doing the entire fleet as needed.

4C. Annual Lawful Gambling Report Update

Gina Wolbeck informed Council that the City Attorney’s Office is reviewing the City’s 75% Trade
Area Ordinance for clarification on reporting requirements. Wolbeck noted that staff will report
back upon submittal of findings from the City Attorney’s Office.

4D. Housing Study Grant Discussion

Clay Wilfahrt reviewed previous discussions about the need for more step-up and non-income
based housing in Big Lake. The City has the option to hire a firm to conduct a housing study. In
2011, the City conducted a multi-family housing needs analysis, and in 2007 a full housing
market analysis was done. As the housing market has been changing rapidly over the past 7 to
10 years, the previous housing studies are most likely obsolete. Wilfahrt noted that if a housing
study is conducted, it may demonstrate needs within the community that can then be marketed
to developers to help them build houses that will attract residents to Big Lake. Wilfahrt explained
that a comprehensive housing study generally costs around $10,000 to $20,000 and staff
recommended applying for the grant through the Minnesota Housing Partnership. The grant
would match the City on a 1:1 basis up to $10,000. Council directed staff to proceed with
application of a comprehensive housing study through the Minnesota Housing Partnership.

5. OTHER — No other.

6. ADJOURN

Council Member Hansen motioned to adjourn at 5:39 p.m. Seconded by Council Member
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
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