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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 27, 2016 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane Langsdorf, Scott 
Marotz and Mike Wallen. Council Also present: Finance Director Deb Wegeleben, 
Community Development Director Hanna Klimmek, Police Lieutenant Sam Olson, Public 
Works Director Mike Goebel, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, City Planner Michael Healy, Liquor 
Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, Fire Chief Paul Nemes, and Assistant City Engineer Jared 
Voge of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Mark Biernat, 18981 Kingsbarn Alcove – asked Council to consider his application to alter 
the berm located in his backyard. Mayor Danielowski informed Biernat that Council does 
not take action on items brought up under Open Forum, but that he should continue to 
work with staff on the issue. 
 
Mayor Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:03 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
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6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent 
Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Council Workshop Minutes of July 13, 2016, 6B) Approve 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes of July 13, 2016, 6C) Approve ORDINANCE No. 2016-14 
Amending Chapter 1020 to Modify Accessory Structure Design Standards and Approve 
Summary Publication RESOLUTION No. 2016-59, 6D) Approve ORDINANCE No. 15 
Amending Chapter 1034 to Modify RV Storage Standards and Approve Summary Publication 
RESOLUTION No. 2016-60, and 6E) Approve Orderly Annexation RESOLUTION No. 2016-61 
to Correct Legal Description for the SolarStone Project. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Danielowski welcomed the Big Lake Ambassador’s to the Council Meeting. The 
outgoing 2015/2016 Ambassadors and the newly crowned royalty introduced themselves. 
Mayor Danielowski thanked the outgoing ambassadors for their efforts in the past year and 
for volunteering at many community events, and congratulated the newly crowned 
ambassadors.  
 
7A. RECOGNITION – MN Representative Nick Zerwas (2016 Legislator of 

Distinction) 
 
Mayor Danielowski read aloud a letter from the MN League of Cities designating MN 
Representative Nick Zerwas as a 2016 Legislator of Distinction to recognize him for his 
efforts that aided MN cities during this past year’s legislative session.  
 
Rep. Zerwas thanked Council for presenting the recognition and noted his appreciation for 
local government and being able to advocate for Big Lake, Elk River and Otsego.  
 
7B.  Planned Unit Development Concept Plan Review – Options, Inc. (16820 – 197th 

Avenue) 
 
Michael Healy reviewed the Planners Report for the Planned Unit Development Concept 
Plan Application submitted by Options, Inc. for the commercial property located at 16820 – 
197th Avenue. Options, Inc. is a non-profit vocational services provider for adults with 
disabilities. Options, Inc. constructed its current facility in 2006. The original site plan called 
for a future expansion of the facility with a large attached building addition planned to be 
built in the large vacant field immediately to the east of the existing structure. The owner 
has indicated that their original expansion plan has changed in that they no longer need to 
expand their sheltered workshop facility due to the increased demand for community 
placement programs for the disabled to work at offsite settings in the community. Options 
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has become a busy transportation hub in addition to its role as a work setting. Healy noted 
that this rapid growth in transportation services was not anticipated at the time of the 
campus’s initial planning. The owner has experienced complications with traffic and parking 
situations at their current site. They have had to hire additional staff to manage traffic and 
supervise the parking lot. Currently, there is not sufficient parking at the campus for all their 
employees so parking has spilled over to adjacent City streets. The owner has also 
experienced vandalism where their buses are parked outside. Healy noted that Options is 
requesting to revise their original site plan. They no longer wish to expand the existing 
building, but would like to construct a parking structure to house their vehicle fleet, and 
construct an additional parking surface. Healy explained that the applicant would be 
required to obtain a PUD as they are proposing to create a campus with multiple buildings 
which will function as a coordinated unit. Healy noted that staff and the Planning 
Commission are supportive of the proposed PUD as presented  
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to advise Options, Inc. to proceed with a Planned Unit 
Development for the property located at 16820 197th Avenue NW as presented during 
their Concept Plan Review.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried. 
 
7C. Variance – 3280 Lake View Lane 
 
Michael Healy reviewed the Planner’s Report for the Variance application submitted by Erik 
and Amy Haselius for the single family residential property located at 3280 Lake View 
Lane. Healy noted that this lot is considered a “through-lot” as it is flanked by two roads. 
The front of the property is on a cul-de-sac along Lake View Lane and the backside of the 
lot abuts County Road 73. The house structure is set back 30 feet from the front, 35 feet 
from the back, and 10 feet on each side. Healy also explained that in 2002, the City began 
requiring single family homes in the R1 zoning district to comply with special setbacks if 
they were located along a major arterial or a collector road. The required setback for 
structures located along collectors, such as CR 73, was established at 45 feet. This meant 
that the house at 3280 Lake View Lane became a legally nonconforming structure because 
it was setback less than 45 feet from CR 73. The applicants wish to add a deck onto the 
back and side of their legally nonconforming structure. In order to expand the size of a 
nonconforming structure, a variance is required. The applicants are proposing an elevated 
wrap-around deck that will extend approximately 3 feet closer to CR 73 than the existing 
house already is. The deck would therefore be set back roughly 32 feet from the CR 73 
right of way. Healy noted that the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
Variance as presented expressing that the applicants simply got caught up in the 
consequences of a zoning code change which created a practical difficulty for them. 
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Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2016-62 approving a 
Variance for the property located at 3280 Lake View Lane.  Seconded by Council Member 
Marotz, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. Conditional Use Permit – Little Duke’s Gas Station (711 Rose Drive) 
 
Michael Healy reviewed the Planner’s Report for the Conditional Use Permit application 
submitted by Scenic Sign and Coborn’s, Inc. for the commercial property located at 711 
Rose Drive. The applicant is proposing alterations to the existing signage at Little Duke’s. 
The applicant would like more visibility from US Highway 10 by eliminating the fuel pricing 
from their current ground level monument sign and install electronic fuel price signs directly 
on to the gas station canopy. Their monument sign would be changed to display Coborn’s 
Grocery store information. Their canopy would be updated to have fuel price electronic 
changeable displays on two sides. Both the east side and the south side of the canopy 
would contain two small electronic display signs for both unleaded and diesel fuel. The 
signs would each be roughly 3’ x 4’ which amounts to 12 square feet. Healy also noted that 
the Planning Commission recommended approval of the application as presented. Staff 
and Planning Commission believe these signs fit the intent of the zoning code which 
appears to be to limit changeable copy signs to 24 feet per side. Staff also recommended 
that the CUP include language that will ensure that the total amount of electronic 
changeable copy signage that the business operates is in line with the zoning code. 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2016-63 approving a 
Conditional Use Permit for changeable electronic copy fuel signs for the Little Duke’s gas 
station canopy.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7E. County Road 5 Multimodal Improvement Project – Plans and Specifications 

and Order Advertisement for Bid 
 
Jared Voge reviewed the Plans and Specifications for the County Road 5 Multimodal 
Improvement Project. Voge reviewed that Sherburne County will be completing 
improvements to County Road 5 between MN Avenue and Park Avenue and the City’s 
multimodal improvements will be constructed at the same time within the same project. The 
project Memorandum has been approved and MnDOT is reviewing the final construction 
plans. Following MnDOT approval, the project can be advertised for bids. Voge explained 
that this is a joint project with Sherburne County and the County will be the lead agency for 
the project. The bids will be opened at the Sherburne County Government Center on 
September 7, 2016.  
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Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2016-64 approving Plans 
and Specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for the County Road 5 Multimodal 
Improvement Project. Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
 
7F. Veterans Memorial Project – Funding and Quote 
 
Mike Goebel reviewed the plans for the Veterans Memorial Project and discussed quotes 
received to complete the construction and installation of concrete footings and foundation, 
one center monolith, two wing monoliths, and two outside monoliths. Goebel noted that 
additional landscaping would be completed in conjunction with the project but at different 
phases. Goebel also explained that the funding for the project will come from an Interfund 
loan to be repaid by donations. Any excess donated funds will remain in the Veterans 
Memorial Special Revenue Fund to be used for additional phases to complete the project. 
 
Mayor Danielowski thanked the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon committee for their fundraising 
efforts and thanked Council for their support of the memorial. 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2016-65 authorizing an 
Interfund loan to be used for costs in connection with the Veterans Memorial located at 
Jefferson Square Park to be repaid by donations. Seconded by Council Member Marotz, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to accept the low quote in the amount of $48,762.00 
from Michelich Granite Company for the Veterans Memorial Project located at Jefferson 
Square Park, and authorize Michelich Granite Company to start construction on the project. 
Seconded by Council Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7G. DONATION – Monticello RV 
 
Sam Olson reviewed the donation of the use of a camper travel trailer for use by the Big 
Lake Police Department during the 2016 Big Lake Spud Fest event. The trailer was used 
as a command post and a first aid station. Council thanked Monticello RV for their 
generous donation. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2016-66 accepting the 
donation of a camper travel trailer for use by the Big Lake Police Department during the 
2016 Big Lake Spud Fest event. Seconded by Council Member Marotz, unanimous ayes, 
motion carried.  
 
Lieutenant Olson also reminded the public about the August 2, 2016 Big Lake Community 
Night to Unite picnic at Lakeside Park. 
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7H. Amended and Restated Development Agreement for Tax Increment Financing 

District 1-7 
 
Hanna Klimmek reviewed the amended and restated Development Agreement between the 
City and Northern Star Apartments LLC for Tax Increment Financing District No. 1-7. The 
amendments were requested by the developer and include that Phase II is to commence 
on or before September 30, 2016, that Phase II be completed by September 1, 2017, and 
that the Note payment will begin February1, 2017 and will be due February 1st and August 
1st of each year thereafter to and including February 1, 2023. 
 
Council Member Marotz motioned to approve Resolution No. 2016-67 approving and 
authorizing the execution of the Amended and Restated Development Agreement, 
including Tax Increment Note between the City of Big Lake and Northern Star Apartments, 
LLC for Tax Increment Financing District No. 1-7. Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council asked staff to inform the developer that this will be the final extension of this TIF 
Agreement. Council Member Wallen left the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 
 
7I. Monthly Department Reports 
 
Jan Muehlbauer provided a liquor store update to Council discussing revenues and 
expenses to year to date. Muehlbauer provided information on the “Support our Troops” 
drive in support of our local troops and their families, noted that the liquor store has 
donated items for the Big Lake Fire Fighters Dance and the Big Lake Night Out event, and 
informed Council that the liquor store staff successfully passed the recent Tobacco 
Compliance checks. 
 
Hannah Klimmek provided an update on activities in the Community Development 
Department. Klimmek reviewed business retention and expansion visits to various 
companies in the community, discussed the 2016 Farmer’s Market, reviewed code 
enforcement efforts, informed Council that Big Lake has been invited to submit a RFP to 
participate in a partnership with Sherburne County’s Statewide Improvement Program 
(SHIP) grant that is focused on Minnesota’s first ever Regional Active Transportation Plan 
that identifies a set of strategies designed to increase walking and biking in a four county 
area (Benton, Sherburne, Stearns, and Wright), and reviewed that Sherburne County is 
heading up a partnership to submit an application for funding through DEED, and 
discussed the Border to Border Broadband Initiative Grant. Klimmek discussed the new 
Shovel Ready” signage that was put up at the industrial park expansion site, and also 
discussed building permit information for the month of May noting that that the City has 
issued permits year to date totaling $12,543,704.35 in property valuation.  
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8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the List of Claims paid dated 07/07/16 
through 07/21/16 with the removal of Check No. 72134 for separate consideration and 
payroll no. 13.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Auto Stop Payment in the Amount of $1,029.69 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 72134 in the amount 
of $1,029.69 payable to Auto Stop.  Seconded by Council Member Marotz, vote passed 
with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Danielowski, Hansen, Marotz 
and Wallen voting aye and Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Gina Wolbeck reminded citizens of the upcoming Primary Election scheduled on August 9, 
2016. Wolbeck noted that City polling locations will be the same as the past few elections, 
and polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Wolbeck also recognized former Big 
Lake Chamber President Tricia Skodje for her years of service to the Chamber. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Danielowski:  Reviewed the 2nd Quarter Fire Board Meeting. 
 
Council Member Hansen: Discussed the July 20th Planning Commission Meeting. Paul 
Nemes discussed the upcoming Fire Fighter’s Dance that will be held on August 6th at the 
Fire Hall. Mayor Danielowski discussed upcoming community events including Music in the 
Park, the August 2nd Night to Unite Community Picnic, the August 6th Lions Annual Golf 
Tournament, the August 13th Coffee with the Mayor gathering at Coborn’s Deli, and the 
August 26th Movie in the Park.  Mayor Danielowski also congratulated Logan VanHofwegen 
on earning his Eagle Scout. 
 
Council Member Marotz: Reviewed the July Park Advisory Committee meeting. 
 
11. OTHER - No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 7:13 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     08/10/16    
Clerk       Date Approved By Council 
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