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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 26, 2015 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present: Raeanne Danielowski, Duane Langsdorf and Mike Wallen. 
Council Members absent: Nick Christenson and Seth Hansen.  Also present: City 
Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Finance Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, 
Public Works Director Mike Goebel, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Liquor Store Manager Jan 
Muehlbauer, Fire Chief Paul Nemes, Economic Development Specialist John Uphoff of 
WSB & Associates, Inc., and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor 
Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Seconded by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The 
Consent Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Council Workshop Minutes of August 12, 2015, 6B) 
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Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2015, 6C) Approve Purchase of 
Security Video Equipment at Lakeside Park, 6D) Approve Employment Status Change for 
Public Works Employee Dean Nelson, and 6E) Approve the Hiring of Jeremy Hintz as a Part-
time Liquor Store Stock Person/Clerk. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. SWEARING IN CEREMONY – New Police Officer Nic Prigge 
 
Mayor Danielowski conducted a Swearing in Ceremony for newly appointed full-time Police 
Officer Nic Prigge. Officer Prigge took the Patrol Officer Oath of Office.   
 
7B.  Police Department Reserve Officer Recognition 
 
Police Chief Joel Scharf presented Service Awards to Big Lake Police Reserve Captain 
Justin Boster and Sergeant Crystal Gassman. Council thanked officers Boster and 
Gassman for their dedication and service to the community.  
 
7C. DONATIONS – Big Lake Night Out 2015 Community Picnic 
 
Joel Scharf reviewed donations received for the 2015 Police Department Community 
Picnic. Council thanked all businesses and organizations who donated for the Community 
Picnic. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-61 accepting 
donations of cash and prizes for the 2015 Police Department Community Picnic. Seconded 
by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. Monthly Department Updates 
 
Deb Wegeleben reviewed activities in the Finance Department noting that staff is working 
on updates to the Personnel Policy for Council consideration by year end, and evaluating 
the City’s fee structure. 
 
Jan Muehlbauer provided a liquor store update to Council. Muehlbauer reviewed July sales 
figures, discussed the Eagle Lake Wine/Beer Tasting event, and Food Shelf Donations. 
Muehlbauer also reminded citizens to vote for Big Lake on the Michelob Golden Draft Light 
“Celebrate Your Lake” Facebook contest. 
 
Clay Wilfahrt provided the monthly Planning report for the month of August, reviewing 
conditional use applications that are in various stages of review. 
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John Uphoff provided the monthly Economic Development update. Uphoff discussed a 
request from Greater MSP for a business looking for a 10 to 15 acre parcel, noted that 
WSB is continuing work on the Economic Strategic Plan, and reviewed the sale of the old 
Shade Tree building to SSI Digital Print and Services. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
69856 through Check No. 69987 with the exception of Check No. 69876 for future 
consideration, Electronic Payments #2789E to #2799E, and payroll no. 16.  Seconded by 
Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Bob’s Towing and Recovery Payment in the amount of $120.50 
 
Item was tabled until the next Council Meeting due to the absence of two Council 
Members.  
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Clay Wilfahrt discussed a press release on the City’s Preliminary Budget, updated Council 
on the Town Square Apartment complex on Martin Avenue, noted that the City has had a 
showing on the former Police Department building, and noted that with the help of a grant 
Sherburne County received, he will be attending a conference in Colorado to help facilitate 
discussions regarding the Sherco plant tax benefits.  
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Danielowski:  Provided an update on the Big Lake Community Lake Association 
Annual Meeting held at Russell’s on the Lake, and reminded community members to 
support the Big Lake Farmer’s Market on Wednesday evenings. Mayor Danielowski also 
informed the public of the City’s recent designation as a Yellow Ribbon Community.  
 
Council Member Wallen: Informed the public that the 13th and final Music in the Park event 
for 2015 will be held Thursday night at Lakeside Park, thanking Big Lake Organizations, 
City officials and staff for their contribution to the events.  
 
11. OTHER – No other. 
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12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 6:34 p.m.  Seconded by Council 
Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  09/09/15  
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