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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP MINUTES 

AUGUST 26, 2015 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Danielowski called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present: Raeanne Danielowski, Duane Langsdorf, and Mike Wallen. Council 
Members Absent: Nick Christenson and Seth Hansen. Also present: City Administrator Clay 
Wilfahrt, Finance Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, Public Works Director Mike 
Goebel, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, and City Engineer 
Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
3. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented. Seconded by 
Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. BUSINESS 
 
4A. 2016 Budget Discussion  
 
Deb Wegeleben reviewed the proposed 2016 General Fund budget and Enterprise Fund budget. 
Wegeleben reviewed specific changes made to the budget since the last Workshop, noting that 
the revised budget numbers total an increase in the tax levy by 4.45% from 2015. Wegeleben 
also informed Council that the preliminary levy will be considered by Council at their first meeting 
in September and will be certified to Sherburne County by September 15th.  
 
4B. City Phone Discussion 
 
Gina Wolbeck discussed the proposed purchase of a new phone system and reviewed pricing 
options for new phone equipment. Wolbeck explained that the phone system being used by the 
City was manufactured in 1987 and is no longer available or supported by Meridian. The City has 
no way to order replacement phones when individual systems fail and the audio and feature 
functions have become a problem for daily use. Staff has also received numerous complaints 
from the public because of outdated features and frustrating experiences with the City phone 
system. Staff reviewed benefits of upgrading to a new phone system and discussed a possible 
purchase this year using unbudgeted LGA dollars for this purchase. Staff asked for Council 
feedback on purchasing this year, or wait until the need becomes more critical. Council directed 
staff to proceed with the new phone system and equipment purchase this budget year due to the 
critical need for updated equipment. 
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4C. Northstar Land LLC Escrow Discussion 
 
Deb Wegeleben discussed activity for the Rail Park Development Escrow Fund which has a 
current balance owing of $39,436.56. There has not been a payment to the escrow account 
since 2010 and Bolton and Menk has advised that invoices in excess of the $20,000 deposit 
should have been directly expensed to the general fund. Staff recommended that the 
expenditures be reclassified to the general fund by action of the Council at a future meeting, and 
asked for Council feedback on that recommendation. The general consensus of the Council was 
to direct staff to expense the amount owing to the general fund as recommended. 
 
4D. Fluoride Level Discussion 
 
Mike Goebel reviewed finalized new fluoride guidelines from the US Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC). The existing rule states 
fluoride content of the City’s water supply should be controlled to maintain an average 
concentration of 1.2 mg/l with the concentration not being less than 0.9 mg/l or not more than 1.5 
mg/l. The new rule proposes that fluoride content of the City’s water supply shall be controlled to 
maintain an average concentration of 0.7 mg/l with the concentration not being less than 0.5 mg/l 
and not more than 0.9 mg/l. Goebel explained that until the new rule is set by the MN 
Department Health, municipal water suppliers have the option to apply for a variance to the 
existing rule to start maintaining the lower proposed fluoride concentration. This new lower limit 
will save the City approximately $3,000 per year in chemical costs. Goebel noted that staff is 
recommending the City apply for the variance to the existing rule. The general consensus of the 
Council is to proceed with applying for the variance as discussed. 
 
5. OTHER  
 
Clay Wilfahrt informed Council that the site of the old dry cleaners located on Lake Street South 
has gone into tax forfeiture and is now under the control of Sherburne County. Wilfahrt 
discussed concerns with the building and asked for Council feedback on if they would like staff to 
meet with Sherburne County officials to discuss clean-up of the site. Council discussed taking a 
step back on getting involved with the property at this time, and authorized staff to meet with 
representatives from Sherburne County and to check into possible grant dollars that government 
entities could have access to for clean-up of this type of structure. 
 
6.      ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adjourn at 5:37 p.m. Seconded by Council Member             
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
 Gina Wolbeck      09/09/15    
Recorder       Date Approved By Council 
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