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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane 
Langsdorf and Mike Wallen. Also present: City Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Finance 
Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, 
City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, Fire Chief Paul Nemes, 
and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Bruce Pfeffer – Informed Council that he would like to comment on the Luke Christian 
Conditional Use Permit application. Council advised Pfeffer to provide his contact 
information for future updates. 
 
Mayor Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:03 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda with the removal of items 
7A, 7B, 7C, and 7D.  Seconded by Council Member Christenson, unanimous ayes, agenda 
adopted. 
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6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Christenson motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Seconded by Council Member Hansen, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The 
Consent Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Council Workshop Minutes of August 26, 2015, 6B) 
Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of August 26, 2015, 6C) Approve Setting a Special 
Council Gathering for the 2015 Xcel Energy Civic and Business Leaders Meeting on 
September 23, 2015 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at the Monticello Community Center located 
at 505 Walnut Street, Monticello, MN, 6D) Approve a Temporary 1 to 4 Day Liquor License to 
Mary of the Visitation Catholic Church on September 27, 2015, 6E) Approve Employment 
Status Change for Public Works Employee Norman Michels, 6F) Approve License Agreement 
with Plan-It Capital Improvement Plan Software, 6G) Approve Interfund Transfer for the 
Northstar Land LLC Escrow for the Rail Park Development, 6H) Approve Not Waiving the 
Statutory Liability Limits on the City’s Upcoming Insurance Renewal, and 6I) Authorize 
Advertising for Administrative Assistant Position. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. 19910 Industrial Blvd (Crossfit Confidence) – Conditional Use Permit 

Application 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda. 
 
7B.  501 Lakeshore Drive (Hart) – Conditional Use Permit Application 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda. 
 
7C. 1451 Hiawatha Avenue (Christian) – Conditional Use Permit Application 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda. 
 
7D. 401 Jefferson Blvd (Abrahamson) – Review of Building Materials 
 
Item was removed from the Agenda. 
 
7E. Set the Preliminary 2016 Tax Levy 
 
Deb Wegeleben reviewed the proposed 2016 Preliminary Property Tax Levy. Wegeleben 
noted that the City levy amount proposed is $3,907,446.89 which is a $138,588.89 
increase over the 2015 property tax levy. The EDA Levy amount proposed is $50,000 
which is $30,000 over the amount levied in 2015. Wegeleben also noted that the Public 
Input Hearing on the budget and levy has been scheduled on Monday, November 30, 2015 
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at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, and if needed, the continuation hearing is 
scheduled on December 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-62 Adopting the 
Preliminary 2016 Tax Levy for the City of Big Lake. Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-63 Adopting the 
Preliminary 2016 Tax Levy for the Big Lake Economic Development Authority. Seconded 
by Council Member  Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve setting a special meeting date for the 2016 
Property Tax Levy Public Input Hearing on Monday, November 30, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chamber, and Monday, December 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. for the continuation 
hearing. Seconded by Council Member Christenson, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7F. Support for Temporary Classification of Body Worn Camera Data 
 
Joel Scharf reviewed the departments experience with utilizing body cameras. The 
department participated in a pilot program on a limited basis and the only limitation to the 
full implementation of a body camera program is the data retention of footage. Staff is 
proposing to partner with other law enforcement agencies and allied community 
organizations with an application to Minnesota’s Commissioner of Administration seeking a 
temporary classification of body worn camera data until the Minnesota Legislature 
establishes law governing this type of data.  
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to Resolution No. 2015-64 in support of an application 
to the Commissioner of Administration for a Temporary Classification of Body Worn 
Camera Data.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7G. Monthly Department Updates 
 
Fire Department – Paul Nemes discussed recent activities of the Fire Department. Nemes 
informed Council that the MN Board of Fire Fighting training has increased their annual 
allocation to $160 per fire fighter and noted that training this month will include waterway 
hazmat response.  
 
Police Department – Joel Scharf updated Council on police statistics and calls for service 
for the month of August. Scharf reviewed upgrades to the squad design, temporary 
closings of BNSF crossings, and noted that Officer Norlin was accepted into the Drug 
Recognition Expert School which is fully funded by the State of MN. Scharf also provided 
an update on increased mail thefts, the speed zone decrease to a 50 mile per hour speed 
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limit on CR 5 near Hiawatha Avenue, and notified the Council that the City has been 
awarded a Federal Bullet Proof Vest Grant for 2016. 
 
Engineering Department – Jared Voge from Bolton and Menk, Inc. provided an engineering 
update on various projects underway in the City. Voge discussed the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Phosphorus Project, the Northern Star Apartments project, the upcoming 
Kwik Trip Project, the MS4 storm water reapplication permit, noted that the Briggs 
Apartment project is under construction, that the CR 5 trail and pathway improvements will 
start in 2016, and discussed the proposed pavement management plan. Discussion was 
also held on sidewalk improvements at the Eagle Lake Road South crossing.  
 
Public Works Department – Mike Goebel reviewed activities in the various areas of the 
Public Works Department. Goebel discussed the storm sewer holding pond washout, 
repairs to storm sewer catch basins, street marking efforts, and maintenance completed on 
gate valves, sanitary sewers, the dump station and the generator. Goebel also discussed 
over-flow lake levels, and noted that he will be sitting on the County advisory Park and Trail 
Committee. Mayor Danielowski discussed a complaint that she received on sidewalk bank 
deterioration on the west side of the lake. Goebel also discussed the water conservation 
grant the City won in the Michelob Golden Draft Light competition. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
69988 through Check No. 70031 with the exception of Check No’s. 69876, 69997, and 
69999 for separate consideration, Electronic Payments #2800E to #2812E, and payroll no. 
17.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Auto Stop Payment 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 69997 in the amount 
of $1,718.05 payable to Auto Stop for services rendered.  Seconded by Council Member 
Christenson, vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members 
Christenson, Danielowski, Hansen, and Wallen voting aye and Council Member Langsdorf 
abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
8C.  Consider Bob’s Towing and Recovery Payments 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 69876 in the amount 
of $120.50 and Check No. 69999 in the amount of $116.25 payable to Bob’s Towing and 
Recovery for services rendered.  Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, vote passed 
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with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Danielowski, Hansen, 
Langsdorf, and Wallen voting aye and Council Member Christenson abstaining.  Motion 
carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Clay Wilfahrt discussed renewed interest in the former Police Department building, 
provided a status update on the phase II of the Northern Star Apartments project relating to 
TIF requirements, provided an update on a proposed Rail Park feasibility study, and 
reminded Council that he will be attending a conference next week in Colorado related to 
the Sherco Plant benefits. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Danielowski:  Provided information on the upcoming Movie in the Park event on 
Friday night, and Saturday events include the annual Dog Vaccination Clinic, and the 
Chamber of Commerce Block Party. Mayor Danielowski also discussed upcoming 
meetings for the Parks and Trail Plan. 
 
Council Member Hansen: Reviewed the September Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
11. OTHER 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to recess the regular session at 6:58 p.m. to go to 
Closed Session for item 12. Consider Offer for Sale of Property pursuant under MN Statute 
13D.05, subd. 3c3 to discuss offers submitted on the sale of City owned property. 
Seconded by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
12. CLOSED SESSION – Consider Offers on Sale of City Owned Property (allowed per 

M.S. 13D.05, subd. 3c3 – Parcel No.’s 65-418-0560, 65-418-0565 
 

Council Member Wallen motioned to open the Closed Session at 7:11 p.m.  Seconded by 
Council Member Christenson, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Council Members present:  Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane 
Langsdorf, and Mike Wallen. Also present: City Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Police Chief 
Joel Scharf, Finance Director Deb Wegeleben, and City Clerk Gina Wolbeck. 
 
Clay Wilfahrt discussed offers the City received on the City owned parcels 65-418-0560, 
and 65-418-0565.  
 
No action was taken by Council during Closed Session. 
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Council Member Hansen motioned to close the Closed Session and reconvene the regular 
meeting at 7:42 p.m. Seconded by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried.  
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Option 3. Seconded by Council Member 
Christianson, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 

 
13. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to adjourn at 7:43 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  09/23/15  
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