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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Danielowski called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present: Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane 
Langsdorf, and Mike Wallen. Also present: City Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Finance Director 
Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, City Clerk Gina 
Wolbeck, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, and Assistant City Engineer Jared Voge of 
Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
3. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented. Seconded by 
Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. BUSINESS 
 
4A. PRESENTATION – Coalition of Greater MN Cities  
 
Chris Henjum and Carolyn Jackson, representing the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities, 
provided information on services their advocacy program provides to cities throughout greater 
Minnesota. Recent benefits to cities include advocating for LGA, annexation, economic 
development, environmental, and transportation. The services they provide to cities include 
lobbying, policy analysis, membership, staff contacts, and media releases. Council thanked 
Henjum and Jackson for their presentation. 
 
4B. Compost Site Discussion 
 
Mike Goebel reviewed blacktopping at the City’s compost site. Goebel had submitted a $50,000 
grant request to the Sherburne County SCORE Committee for this project, which has been 
awarded to the City contingent upon approval from the County Board. Goebel noted that the site 
proposed to be blacktopped is being used mainly as a compost facility by residents of Sherburne 
County, and due to the poor drainage, size limitations, grinding process, and the condition of the 
current soil surface, it has been difficult to maintain the site in its proper condition. The estimated 
area to be blacktopped is approximately 57,000 square feet, which calculates to an estimated 
construction cost of $250,000. Goebel discussed holding off on the purchase of a dump trunk to 
blacktop this area as there is more of need for these improvements. Staff noted that the dump 
truck will be pushed off until 2017. Council discussed the need to extend the blacktopping to the 
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current paved driveway and to bid this area separately. Council also suggested that the City 
should ask Big Lake Township to participate in some of the funding for this project as their 
residents account for 1/3 of the usage at the site. The general consensus of the Council was to 
proceed with bidding for this project. 
 
5. OTHER  
 
Gina Wolbeck discussed a request from a Big Lake Organization to place a sign at the corner of 
HWY 10 and CR 5. Wolbeck reminded Council that BLEDA has sold that parcel to Kwik Trip so 
the City no longer controls this corner. The City does own the corner lot across Highway 10 and 
staff asked for Council feedback on allowing organizations to use this lot for advertising their 
community events. Council discussed pros and cons for allowing signage at this corner and 
asked staff to bring the item back to the next Council Meeting for further discussion. 
 
Deb Wegeleben updated Council on the NSP closing for the property located at 125 Park 
Avenue. 
 
6.      ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 5:46 p.m. Seconded by Council Member        
Christenson, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
 Gina Wolbeck      09/23/15    
Recorder       Date Approved By Council 
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