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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2015 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Danielowski called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present: Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Duane Langsdorf, and Mike 
Wallen. Council Member absent: Seth Hansen. Also present: City Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, 
Finance Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, 
City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, City Planner John Anderson of 
Municipal Development Group, Inc., and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
3. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Christenson motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda as presented. Seconded 
by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
4. BUSINESS 
 
4A. Health Clubs as a Conditional Use in Industrial Districts Discussion  
 
John Anderson reviewed a recent conditional use application submitted by Crossfit Confidence 
for the Industrial property located at 19910 Industrial Drive. It was recently determined by staff 
that this use fits under the Health Club definition which is prohibited in the I-1 district since it is 
not listed as a conditional use in that district. Anderson also informed Council that he has had an 
inquiry on the possibility of a gymnastics facility moving into the Industrial Park as well. As this 
use fits under the Health Club definition, this use would also be prohibited in the I-1 District. 
Anderson discussed the option for an Ordinance Amendment that would allow Health Clubs in 
the I-1 and B-1 districts as either permitted uses, or as conditional uses. City Administrator Clay 
Wilfahrt discussed job creation of industrial businesses versus health clubs and asked Council to 
consider if they would like to see the code changed to allow for health clubs. Council discussed 
parking concerns and how that can be reviewed at time of either a conditional use permit 
application, or during the plan review of a building permit. Council directed staff to move forward 
with a public hearing to consider an ordinance amendment allowing for Health Clubs in the I-1 
and B-1 Districts.  
 
4B. Signage Discussion 
 
Gina Wolbeck discussed a request from a Big Lake Organization to place a sign at the corner of 
HWY 10 and CR 5. Wolbeck reminded Council that BLEDA has sold that parcel to Kwik Trip so 
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the City no longer controls this vacant corner lot. Wolbeck noted that Council briefly discussed 
this item at the last Council Workshop and asked for further discussion at tonight’s Workshop. 
Wolbeck identified two other potential City owned lots that could be used for event signage with 
the proper guidelines in place. Council discussed proper use of City owned land and directed 
staff to decline all requests for sign placement at this time. 
 
5. OTHER  
 
Gina Wolbeck updated Council on the possible purchase of new election ballot counting 
equipment this year. The elections team at Sherburne County contacted the City Clerk’s Office 
to inform the City that they would like to replace all ballot counting machines by year end to 
prepare for the 2016 Presidential Election. Wolbeck noted that the City has been planning long-
term for this type of purchase and has $22,200 in available funds for this project. Wolbeck also 
explained that Sherburne County has offered to fund 50% of the cost of the machines county 
wide and the City’s estimated portion is expected to come in at approximately $15,000. Wolbeck 
noted that a majority of precincts in the county need to be willing to purchase the equipment this 
year, or the project may be delayed until next year. 
 
6.      ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adjourn at 5:41 p.m. Seconded by Council Member 
Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck      10/14/15    
Recorder       Date Approved By Council 
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