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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 14, 2015 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Raeanne Danielowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Nick Christenson, Raeanne Danielowski, Seth Hansen, Duane 
Langsdorf and Mike Wallen. Also present: City Administrator Clay Wilfahrt, Finance 
Director Deb Wegeleben, Police Chief Joel Scharf, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, 
City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, Liquor Store Manager Jan Muehlbauer, Fire Chief Paul Nemes, 
and City Planner John Anderson of Municipal Development Group, Inc. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the Open Forum at 6:01 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor 
Danielowski closed the Open Forum at 6:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Christenson, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent 
Agenda consists of: 6A) Approve Council Workshop Minutes of September 23, 2015, 6B) 
Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of September 23, 2015, 6C) Approve Resolution No. 



Big Lake City Council Meeting Minutes 
Date: October 14, 2015 
Page 2 of 5 
 
2015-68 Authorizing a Data Access Joint Powers Agreement with the MN Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension, 6D) Approve Water System Maintenance Ordinance No. 2015-10 and Summary 
Publication Resolution No. 2015-69, 6E) Approve Employment Status Change for Public Works 
Employee Joe Brenteson, 6F) Approve Interfund Transfers between General Fund and 
infrastructure Fund, 6G) Approve Interfund Transfers between Debt Service Funds, General 
Fund, and Sewer Fund, 6H) Approve Resolution No. 2015-70 Committing a Revenue Source 
for the Veterans Memorial Fund, and 6I) Authorize Hiring of Tamara Lantz as a Full-Time 
Administrative Assistant.  
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. PUBLIC HEARING – Lakes River Enterprises LLC dba Friendly Buffalo Liquor 

License Application 
 
Gina Wolbeck reviewed the liquor license application submitted by Brian Schroeder for 
Lakes River Enterprises LLC dba Friendly Buffalo to be located at 16722 198th Avenue 
which is located south of Highway 10, north of 198th Avenue, and east of 168th Street in the 
Marketplace Development.  The applicant has submitted the necessary fees, and an 
insurance certificate and a background check is pending. Wolbeck noted that the approval 
should be contingent upon review by the Police Department and City Administration and 
submittal of all required documentation and insurance certificate. 
 
Mayor Danielowski opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. No one came forward. Mayor 
Danielowski closed the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-71 approving an On-
Sale and Sunday liquor license for Lakes River Enterprises LLC d/b/a Friendly Buffalo 
located at 16722 198th Avenue contingent upon submittal of all required documentation 
and fees, receiving a satisfactory recommendation for approval by the Police Chief and 
City Administration, and submittal of the required insurance certificate. Seconded by 
Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
Brian Schroeder thanked Council for their support and encouraged citizens to come in to 
try the new lunch program 
 
7B.  Big Lake Public School Presentation – Superintendent Steve Westerberg 
 
Clay Wilfahrt discussed benefits of collaborative efforts between the City, BLEDA, and the 
Big Lake School District. Big Lake School Superintendent Steve Westerberg provided an 
update on the Big Lake School District and discussed the upcoming School Levy 
Referendum. Westerberg noted that potential residents look at the quality of the school 
district when choosing areas to relocate. Westerberg also explained that the district is 
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looking to maintain services along with implementing some enhancements. This 
referendum would bring the schools funding closer to the state average but won’t go over 
the state average. The district is looking at the upcoming levy referendum in November and 
possibly a bond vote this coming May. Council thanked Westerberg for providing valuable 
information on the Big Lake School District. 
 
7C. Ordinance Amendment (Chapter 10) – Health Clubs as a permitted use in the 

B-1 and I-1 Districts 
 
John Anderson reviewed the proposed Ordinance amendment language addressing recent 
requests to add heath club and gymnastics facilities to the I-1 and B-1 Districts. Anderson 
noted that these uses are permitted in the B-2 and B-3 districts already and he reviewed 
comparable communities on whether they allow these types of businesses as a permitted 
use, or a conditional use. Anderson informed Council that the Planning Commission held a 
public hearing on October 7th and unanimously recommended approval of the text 
amendments as proposed. 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2015-11 amending the 
definition of Health Club and adding Health Club as a permitted use in the B-1 and I-1 
Districts, and approve Resolution No. 2015-72 authorizing summary publication. Seconded 
by Council Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. DONATION – Big Lake American Legion Post 147 
 
Joel Scharf reviewed a $900 cash donation provided by the Big Lake American Legion 
Post 147 towards the Big Lake Police Department for the purchase of police professional 
uniform items. Council thanked the Legion for their generous donation. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to Approve Resolution No. 2015-73 accepting a $900 
cash donation from the Big Lake American Legion towards the Big Lake Police Department 
for the purchase of police professional uniform items.  Seconded by Council Member          
Christenson, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7E. Police Department Relocation to 790 Minnesota Avenue  
 
Joel Scharf reviewed the proposed schedule for the Police Department to move to the 790 
Minnesota Avenue facility.  
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to authorize the Big Lake Police Department to relocate 
to the City owned property located at 790 Minnesota Avenue. Seconded by Council 
Member Langsdorf, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
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7F. Monthly Department Updates 
 
Fire Department – Paul Nemes discussed recent activities and training of the Fire 
Department. Nemes also reviewed the recent efforts of the Department for Fire Prevention 
Week activities and the Fire Department Open House event held on October 11th.  
 
Police Department – Joel Scharf updated Council on police statistics and calls for service 
for the month of September. Scharf reviewed the utilization of Facebook to identify 
suspects, BNSF detours and closings, the Citizen Police Academy that will be postponed 
until spring, the donation of bicycles to Allina Health for their Bikes 4 Kids Program, and 
discussed funds received from the MN Department Revenue for retirement cost 
reimbursement. Members from the Big Lake Reserves program recognized former Reserve 
Coordinator, Investigator Rich Berg, for the time and efforts he dedicated to the Program. 
 
Public Works Department – Mike Goebel reviewed activities in the various areas of the 
Public Works Department. Goebel discussed fire hydrant maintenance, storm sewer pond 
inlets/outlets maintenance, discussed the construction of the Wastewater Phosphorus 
project, reviewed the block containment for dumpsters at Lakeside Park, discussed lake 
levels, and presented photos of the new 2013 Crack Fill Machine. Mayor Danielowski also 
informed Goebel of a complaint received about buck thorn weeds at Highline Park. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
8A. Consider List of Claims 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check No. 
70121 through Check No. 70274 with the exception of Check No’s. 70130 and 70179 for 
separate consideration, Electronic Payments #2826 to #2860, and payroll no. 19.  
Seconded by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
8B.  Consider Auto Stop Payment in the Amount of $1,374.02 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 70130 in the amount 
of $1,374.02 payable to Auto Stop.  Seconded by Council Member Christenson, vote 
passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members Christenson, 
Danielowski, Hansen, and Wallen voting aye and Council Member Langsdorf abstaining.  
Motion carried. 
 
8C.  Consider Bob’s Towing and Recovery Payment in the Amount of $149.75 
 
Council Member Hansen motioned to approve payment of Check No. 70179 in the amount 
of $149.75 payable to Bob’s Towing and Recovery.  Seconded by Council Member 
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Langsdorf, vote passed with a vote of 4 to 0 with 1 abstention with Council Members 
Danielowski, Hansen, Langsdorf and Wallen voting aye and Council Member Christenson 
abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Clay Wilfahrt reviewed a meeting with Sherburne County Soil Water District and the Fresh 
Water Society to discuss the funds the City will receive from the Michelob Golden Draft 
Light competition that the City won this year. Wilfahrt also discussed a region wide 
economic development plan in the works, and staff’s broadband efforts. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Christenson: Reviewed the October Big Lake Community Education 
Meeting. 
 
Mayor Danielowski:  Discussed the October BLEDA Meeting and reviewed upcoming 
community events and attendance at a recent Eagle Scout ceremony for James Erler. 
 
Council Member Hansen: Discussed the October Planning Commission Meeting.  
 
Council Member Langsdorf: Reviewed the October Big Lake Community Lakes Association 
Meeting. 
 
11. OTHER - No other. 
 
12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Langsdorf motioned to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. Seconded by Council 
Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  10/28/15  
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