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BIG LAKE CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 14, 2012 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Acting Mayor Duane Langsdorf called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.   
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
Council Members present:  Dick Backlund, Raeanne Danielowski, Duane Langsdorf, and 
Mike Wallen. Council Members absent:  Mayor Lori Kampa.  Also present: City 
Administrator Todd Bodem, Finance Director Paula Mastey, City Clerk Gina Wolbeck, 
Senior Planner Katie Larsen, Public Works Director Mike Goebel, Police Chief Joel Scharf, 
Fire Captain Ken Halvorson, and City Engineer Brad DeWolf of Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Acting Mayor Langsdorf opened the Open Forum at 5:01 p.m. No one came forward. 
Acting Mayor Langsdorf closed the Open Forum at 5:02 p.m. 
 
5. PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adopt the proposed Agenda.  Seconded by Council 
Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, agenda adopted. 
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Seconded 
by Council Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, consent agenda approved. The Consent Agenda 
consists of: 6A) Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes of October 24, 2012, 6B) Approve 
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MN BCA Joint Powers Agreement, and 6C) Approve Fire Board Recommendation of approval 
of the New River Medical Center Lease Agreement Amendment. 
 
7. BUSINESS 
 
7A. Canvassing Results of November 6, 2012 General Election 
 
Gina Wolbeck provided election statistics and presented the resolution identifying the local 
election results of the November 6, 2012 General Election.  Mayoral Candidate Raeanne 
Danielowski received the top count at 1,532 votes, Lori Kampa received 1,487 votes, and 
Doc Snyder received 1,193 votes. Council Candidate Seth Hansen received the top count 
at 1,624 votes, Council Candidate Nick Christenson received the 2nd highest count at 1,550 
votes, Duane Langsdorf received 1,217 votes, Jacob E. Pishney received 970 votes, Dale 
Kifer received 687 votes, and Troy Stegora received 559 votes.  Wolbeck noted that Mayor 
Elect Raeanne Danielowski, and Council Members Elect Seth Hansen and Nick 
Christenson will begin their four-year terms in January 2013. 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-66 canvassing the 
results of the November 6, 2012 General Election. Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7B. PROCLAMATION – Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month 
 
Acting Mayor Langsdorf read aloud a Proclamation proclaiming the month of November 
2012 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-67 proclaiming the 
month of November 2012 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.  Seconded by Council 
Member Wallen, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7C. PUBLIC HEARING – Certification of Delinquent Utility Charges 
 
Paula Mastey reviewed the procedure for assessing past due utility charges and identified 
the final date the City would receive payments on these accounts prior to the assessment 
roll being delivered to the Sherburne County Auditor’s Office.  Council questioned the City’s 
process for keeping these delinquencies at a minimum. Mastey reviewed the aggressive 
shut-off procedures the City had implemented last year and noted that the shutoffs were 
temporarily put on hold in 2012. Staff also discussed the option of assessing once a year, 
doing assessments twice a year. 
 
Acting Mayor Langsdorf opened the Public Hearing at 5:12 p.m.   
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Dean and Ann Marie Erickson – 5034 Mitchell Road; The Erickson’s appealed the 
assessment for their parcel due to a permanent disability and an unemployment situation. 
The Erickson’s expressed that they are currently going through a re-modification of their 
mortgage and are asking for a deferment of the amount owing. Council discussed their 
concern with setting precedence in allowing the deferment due to financial constraints. 
Council Member Wallen stated that while he is not in favor of setting precedence, he feels 
the City should work with citizens if they are willing to pay at a later date. The consensus of 
the Council was to remove parcel no. 65-484-0415 from the assessment role and directed 
staff to work with the homeowner on deferment options. 
 
Chelsey and Daniel Hancock - 19951 January Street; The Hancock’s reviewed concerns 
they have had with their water bill and the usage on their property. They explained that 
there was an irrigation leak and that the problem has been fixed, but that the usage is still 
very high. Chelsey explained that public works has allowed for a reduction to a 2nd tier 
billing, but that they feel their billings should be lowered another tier and would like 
someone to come out to look for additional leaks as the usage is still very high. The 
consensus of the Council was to remove parcel no. 65-544-0505 from the assessment role 
and directed staff to work with the homeowner on determining if any additional leaks exist 
at the property.  
 
 Acting Mayor Langsdorf closed the public hearing at 5:26 p.m.   
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-68 certifying past due 
utilities to Sherburne County for collection with the 2013 property taxes with the removal of 
parcel numbers 65-484-0415 and 65-544-0505. Seconded by Council Member 
Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7D. PUBLIC HEARING – Certification of Delinquent Weed/Grass/Snow Removal 

Invoices 
 
Paula Mastey reviewed the procedure for assessing past due weed, grass, and snow 
removal charges and identified the final date the City would receive payments on these 
accounts prior to the assessment roll being delivered to the Sherburne County Auditor’s 
Office.   
 
Acting Mayor Langsdorf opened the Public Hearing at 5:27 p.m.  No one came forward.  
Acting Mayor Langsdorf closed the public hearing at 5:28 p.m.   
 
Council Member Backlund motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-69 certifying past due 
weed, grass and snow removal invoices to Sherburne County for collection with 2013 
property taxes.  Seconded by Council Member Danielowski, unanimous ayes, motion 
carried. 
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7E. McDonald’s Corporation Exterior Material Remodel 
 
Katie Larsen reviewed the remodel application submitted by Capa Foods, Inc. for the 
McDonalds exterior remodel project. The site is located at 330 Jefferson Blvd that resides 
in the Downtown Design Overlay District which requires Council approval on alterations to 
building design or materials more than 50% of any single exterior building wall or roof 
surface. Larsen reviewed recommendations made by the Planning Commission and 
discussed comments provided by the McDonald’s project manager regarding McDonald’s 
branding requirements for renovation projects versus new construction projects. Larsen 
also presented a revised option submitted after Planning Commission comments. 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-70 authorizing an 
exterior remodel for the McDonald’s Corporation commercial building located at 330 
Jefferson Blvd using the revised option. Seconded by Council Member Backlund, 
unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7F. RECOGNITION – CMMA 2012 Manufacturer of the Year Awarded to Industrial 

Molded Rubber Products 
 
Todd Bodem provided information on the award received by Industrial Molded Rubber 
Projects from the Central MN Manufacturer’s Association. IMR has been chosen as the 
2012 Manufacturer of the Year and the award is a celebration of excellence in 
manufacturing in central MN. Council congratulated IMR on their award. 
 
7G. DONATION – Big Lake American Legion Post 147 to City 
 
Todd Bodem discussed the donation provided by the Big Lake American Legion Post 147 
which included a $1,000 cash donation towards the Big Lake Community Reader Board 
sign. Council thanked the Legion organization for the generous donation. 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-71 accepting a 
$1,000 cash donation to the City towards the Community Reader Board Sign.  Seconded 
by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7H. DONATION – Big Lake American Legion Post 147 to BLFD 
 
Ken Halvorson discussed the donation provided by the Big Lake American Legion Post 147 
which included a $1,000 cash donation towards the Big Lake Fire Department toward the 
purchase of a rescue ATV. Council thanked the Legion Organization for the generous 
donation. 
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Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-72 accepting a $1,000 
cash donation to the Big Lake Fire Department towards the purchase of a rescue ATV.  
Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7I. DONATION – Walmart and Sherburne County Agricultural Society to BLFD 
 
Ken Halvorson discussed the cash donations provided by Walmart in the amount of $1,000 
and the Sherburne County Agricultural Society in the amount of $1,000 to the Big Lake Fire 
Department towards the purchase of firefighter equipment and safety. Council thanked 
Walmart and the Sherburne County Agricultural Society for the generous donations. 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to approve Resolution No. 2012-73 accepting cash 
donations to the Big Lake Fire Department from Walmart and the Sherburne County 
Agricultural Society towards the purchase of firefighter equipment and safety.  Seconded 
by Council Member  Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
7J. Department Updates 
 
Fire Department 
Ken Halvorson discussed recent fire calls including two structure fires and assistance on a 
missing person call. Halvorson also reviewed the Fire Prevention Open House event held 
in October, the status of the newly appointed firefighters, the application to Polaris for a 
donation of a rescue sled, and the upcoming Chili Feed and Smelt Fry events tentatively 
scheduled the beginning of next year. Council thanked the department for their efforts in 
organizing the Open House event.  
 
Police Department 
Joel Scharf updated Council on police statistics and calls for service in October. Scharf 
also provided information on the Traffic Safety Diversion Program which was taught by 
Officer Sam Norlin, ongoing Hazardous Mitigation Planning, and the department’s efforts in 
trying to reach residents through online marketing efforts. Scharf also provided crime 
updates which included information on the apprehension of a Level Three Sex Offender 
who had removed his monitoring device and was quickly apprehended by Officer Sam 
Olson. Scharf discussed the possibility of the City establishing a notification alert system to 
inform citizens of potential issues. 
 
Community Development Department 
Katie Larsen reviewed efforts of the Community Development Department. Larsen also 
discussed the Northern Star Apartments project, a prospect for the 5/10 redevelopment 
corner, informed Council that the TOD Market analysis is underway, reviewed the 
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McDonalds exterior project, discussed the Lake Shopping Center 4th Addition project, 
provided information on the status of the Friendly Buffalo remodeling project, reviewed  
discussions with Metro Transit, updated Council on the status of the Klein Bank project, 
provided an update on the space needs assessment, and provided information on the 
proposed Big Lake Regional Rail Park.  
 
Public Works Department 
Mike Goebel updated Council on recent activities in the Public Works Department. Goebel 
reviewed efforts of the public works staff in helping set up and take election precincts. 
Goebel also discussed storm sewer and curb/gutter repairs, discussions with an antenna 
lease company, and the normal work being done in preparation for winter weather. Goebel 
also informed Council that he will be meeting with Cargill Kitchen to discuss their site, and 
discussed the tour held at the Waste Water Treatment Plant site. Goebel discussed the 
SCORE grant funding used for improvements to Sherburne County Compost Facilities, and 
the grinding of compost materials at the sites. 
 
8. LIST OF CLAIMS 
 
Council Member Danielowski motioned to approve the List of Claims ranging from Check 
No. 63738 through Check No. 63874, and Electronic Payments #1848E to #1869E.  
Seconded by Council Member Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Todd Bodem reviewed the tour held at the WWTP Plant. 
 
10. MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORTS and QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Backlund: Reviewed the 3rd Quarter Fire Board Meeting.  
 
Council Member Danielowski: Reviewed the November EDA Meeting. 
 
Council Member Langsdorf: Discussed the November Planning Commission Meeting and 
the BLCLA Meeting. 
   
Council Member Wallen: Reviewed the November EDA Meeting.  
 
11. OTHER – No other. 
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12. ADJOURN 
 
Council Member Wallen motioned to adjourn at 6:12 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member 
Backlund, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
 
 
 Gina Wolbeck     
Clerk 
 
 
Date Approved By Council  11-28-12  
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