PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

MAY 9, 2011
1. CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chair Janae Stern opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. at the River Oaks Park.   Committee Members present:  Katrine Nau (arrived at 5:15 p.m.), Janae Stern, Eugene Earney, Renee Rossman and Planning Commission Liaison Scott Marotz.  Also Present:  Public Works Director Michael Goebel and Marshall Weems from Cherrywood Advanced Living (arrived at 6:00 p.m.).  Those Absent:  Committee Member Denise McDowall Seyko and City Council Liaison Mike Wallen.   
The Parks Advisory Committee walked the River Oaks Park and discussed future plans for the Park.  
The Meeting was reconvened at the Big Lake Public Works Building at 5:53 p.m.      
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Committee Member Rossman motioned to accept the April 11, 2011 Meeting Minutes.  Seconded by Planning Commission Liaison Marotz, unanimous ayes, motion carried.
Committee Member Stern made a motion to change the order of business, to move 6A. Cherry wood Advanced Living Presentation before item 3. OLD BUSINESS.  Seconded by Committee Member Earney, unanimous ayes, motion carried. 
6. NEW BUSINESS
6A. CHERRYWOOD ADVANCED LIVING PRESENTATION
      Marshall Weems from Cherrywood Advanced Living, LLC gave a presentation of a proposed 20 unit skilled nursing facility which Big Lake is being considered as a location.  The Cherrywood Advanced Living project would provide long term care for the elderly.  Mr. Weems is requesting a reduction in park dedication fees as their target market would most likely have health concerns that would limit their use of the City park system.  The activities and recreations they desire can be provided in and on the grounds of Cherrywood of Big Lake.  Mr. Weems stated the project is not financially feasible without cost reductions, because they do not feel they will be putting a burden on the parks they are hoping the City will waive or reduce park dedication fees.  Cherrywood is requesting a reduction from $2,500.00 to $250.00 a resident.  Discussion followed.  Planning Commission Liaison Marotz made a motion to recommend reducing the park dedication fee for Cherrywood Advance Living from $2,500.00 to $250.00 per resident.  Seconded by Committee Member Stern, unanimous ayes, motion carried.  
3. OLD BUSINESS 
The web-site for the Parks portion is almost complete.  The map is complete and pictures of the parks should take place next week.

Committee Member Earney informed the Committee that the County Road 5 Bridge Replacement is presently ahead of schedule and the County Road 73 Bridge is presently behind schedule because of road restrictions.  
4. OTHER BUSINESS  
Cargill Animal Nutrition contacted Public Works Director Goebel inquiring if they could donate, plant, and maintain (the first year) 40 Bur Oak Trees to the City.  The trees will be planted in the Savannah Oak Prairie Restoration site on May 12, 2011.  The trees are seedlings and Gina Hugo from Sherburne County Water and Soil will provide tree protectors for the seedlings.  Public Works Director Goebel also discussed future City projects and possible donations with Cargill Animal Nutrition.  

The Community Garden was discussed.  Public Works Director Goebel stated that it would be difficult to take on any other projects this year.  He stated if a Committee Member wanted to take the lead and head this project up that would work. Discussion followed regarding getting advice and help from a Master Gardner.  Public Works Director Goebel will ask Council for authorization to use the site for the Community Garden by the water tower that is located on 198th Avenue.  
Committee Member Rossman informed the Committee that the PTO would like to walk to raise money for playground equipment and would like the Park Committee to be involved.  The walk will take place in the fall.
Public Works Director Goebel met with Dan Loegering from the Baseball Association.  He is inquiring about baseball fields.  He was invited to come to a Park Board Meeting.
5. STAFF UPDATE – None
7.   ADJOURN
Committee Member Rossman motioned to adjourn at 6:38 p.m.  Seconded by Committee Member Stern, unanimous ayes, motion carried.     
