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790 Minnesota Avenue, Big Lake MN, 55309

Incident Number: 16-10517 Date/Time: 11/07/2016

HOUSE EXPLOSION AND FIRE

On November 7*" 2016 at 12:20 p.m, two Big Lake Police Reserve Officers were on patrol in the 300
block of Hiawatha Avenue. At this time, the Reserve Officers observed a fully engulfed house fire in the
100 Block of Hiawatha. On their arrival on scene, the Reserve Officers along with several residents in
the area assisted the resident of the engulfed home, called for Fire, EMS, and Police assistance.

Preliminary information indicates that a male in the home smelled gas, and was in the process of exiting
the residence as it exploded and became rapidly engulfed in flames. The explosion was heard for
several blocks, generating numerous 911 calls to the Sherburne County Sheriff's Department Dispatch
Center. The Big Lake Fire Department, assisted by Monticello Fire arrived and extinguished the fire.
The victim of the home sustained what are believed to be non-life threatening injuries, he was
transported to the Hennepin County Medical Center by CentraCare EMS. The home and two vehicles
are a complete loss. The Big Lake Fire Department will be working with the Office of the State Fire
Marshal on the investigation into the fire.

The following agencies responded to this incident; Big Lake and Monticello Fire Departments,
CentraCare EMS, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department, Minnesota State Patrol and Big Lake Police.
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