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This handout is intended only as a guide and is based in part on the 2015 Minnesota Residential Code, Big Lake City ordinances, and good 
building practice.  While every attempt has been made to insure the correctness of this handout, no guarantees are made to its accuracy or 
completeness.  Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the owner or contractor.  For specific questions 
regarding code requirements, refer to the applicable codes or contact your local Building Department. 

 
New Construction 

In newly constructed dwellings, smoke alarms must 
be installed in each sleeping room, outside of each 
sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the 
bedrooms, and on each story of the dwelling 
including basements.  Smoke alarms must be 
interconnected in such a manner that the actuation of 
one alarm will activate all of the alarms in the 
dwelling unit.  Smoke alarms must receive their 
primary power from the building wiring but must have 
a battery backup.  Circuits containing smoke alarms 
are not permitted to have a disconnecting switch 
other than those required for overcurrent protection.  

 
Remodeled or Altered Dwellings 

Smoke alarms must be installed in existing dwellings to meet the requirements for new dwellings whenever 
interior alterations, repairs or additions requiring a permit occur, when one or more bedrooms are added, or 
when windows or doors are installed or replaced.  The alarms are required to be hardwired and interconnected 
and equipped with a battery backup.  However, in existing portions of the building, alarms can be solely battery 
operated where the work does not involve removal of wall or ceiling finishes. 

 

  
 

Where to install smoke alarms. 
Read the installation instructions that come 

with the alarm. 
There are certain locations to avoid such as near 
bathrooms, heating appliances, windows, or 
close to ceiling fans.  Don't place smoke alarms 
in kitchens, bathrooms, furnace rooms, 
workshops, garages, or in other spaces where 
temperatures can fall below 32 oF, or exceed 100 
oF. These areas are subject to fumes, steam, 
dust and smoke, which can generate false alarms 
and contaminate the alarm's alarm. Don't install 
alarms where air movement can delay the alarm. 
This means they should be away from windows 
and at least 3 ft. from warm or cold air ducts or 
return ducts. Also, don't install them between an 
air return and a bedroom door.  
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